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I’RET'ACE. 


Though much has been already 
written refpedting the communication be- 
tween Great Britain and her Indian 
poflefsions, yet, as thofe poffefsions have 
within a few years been much extended, 
the fubjedt of courfe becomes additionally 
interefting; and any work that may, even 
in a fmall degree, tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no doubt, be ac- 
ceptable to thofe who are in any way con- 
cerned, in trade, or by other connedtions, 
with the East. 

When the Author undertook this jour- 
ney, he had not the moft diftant idea that 
his remarks would ever be required to ap- 
pear before the public; for, had he enter- 
A 3 . tained 
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tained fuch a prefumptlon, lie might liarer' 
written more fully,, and would certainly 
hav:e been more particular in his inquiries. 
What he did write was always on the fpot,, 
from day to day, and was chiefly conhned. 
to' circumftances which fell under his own 

obfervatiom 

Many perfons may be apt to inquire^ 
W’hat motives could have induced a man 
to undertake fuch an uncommon route,, 
with the certain profpect before him of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly 
when. Without even a ihadow of pecuni- 
ary advantage, he mufl: neccflarily incur a 
conliderable expence. 

In truth, curioflty was the prime mover 
to this enterprize. The Author went to 
India by fea, and having occaflon to re- 
turn to England, wilhed to vary the 
fccne, inftead of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hope, 

Having been accuftomed to an adtive 
life, therefore, having always lived tem- 
perately. 
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perately, and enjoying a good date of 
health, he was induced, when at Bom- 
bay, to embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by ihipping as 
far as Bussora, though at a feafoii when 
the paffage had perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally thought im- 
practicable ; trufting to Providence and his 
own exertions, and poffefsing that enter- 
prifing fpirit which enables men to fur- 
mount difficulties and dangers that to 
more timid minds appear infuperable. 

Various journalifts have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the route adopted by him- 
felf; thus, fome defcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairo ; fome again, that over 
the Great Defert to Aleppo; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Bagdad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
See. Sec,; but all have been unanimous in 
declaring, that this latter route was per- 
A 4 fcdtly 
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fe6U'y impra«5ticabie in the months h'orir 
April to September. 

The following fheets will ferve to prove, 
that it is practicable at all feafons. If the 
traveller pafs through Arabia in winter, 
when it is temperate, he will find it ex- 
cefsively cold among the high mountains 
in Armenia. If he fuffer a little from 
the excefsive heat of the fummer in Ara- 
bia, which may be juftly faid to be the 
hotteft place in the world, he will find 
the reft of his journey temperate and 
pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 
feme meafnre, arecompence. V/heathe 
Author was in Arabia, at midfummer, 
the fruits were in full feafon, and they 
continued in that date all the way he 
came to Vienna; and fruits are in thofe 
climes a very great luxury. 

As few Europeans can readily accuftom 
themfeives to the Turkifli manner of 
Jiving, or of accommodation, the Author 
could not recommend a better rou-te to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 
3 particularly 



particularly if the traveller be incum- 
bered with much baggage. If he fliouid 
be entrulfecl with difpatches, and celerity 
be defirable, the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussoraoii horfeback, and come 
up the Great Defert in a ftraight line to 
Hilla, accompanied by an Arab Sheik, 
or a Chookadar'*, and only two atten- 
dants. In this cafe, he Ihould be pro- 
vided with a very light ‘tent to deep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a fmall 
quantity of coffee, bifcuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafily reach 
Bagdad in fix days; it requires great ex- 
ertions, however ; and few men are able 
at firfl to bear it, particularly if their con- 
flitutions have been enervated by the 
luxuries of the Bast. 

To any one who may adopt the route 
defcribed in this work, the following 
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not be 
unacceptable. 

* An oiEcer in the army, of a rank about equal to 
that of a ferjeant. 


At 
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At Bussora, he fiiould equip himfelf 
in all refpedls like the Arabs. It will be 
neceffary for him, as foon as he embarks, 
or even before, to fufier his beard to grov/; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi- 
cient if he do but preferve his muftaches. 
This, however, mull be particularly at- 
tended to, and can by no means be dif- 
penfed with ; for, though a man without a 
beard might be fafe in a large city, or irr 
any civilized place, yet in a journey of this 
nature, wherein he will often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
hefitate a moment about putting him to 
death if they tliould difcover that he was 
a Fringui*, he will perceive the necefsity 
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
of the Arabic language, partieularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he w'ill be much at 

* A term applied to Ghriftians in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan. 

a lofs. 
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a lofs, efpeclally when he has none but 
Arabs about him. He will, therefore, 
find it lifeful to have with him a kind of 
vocabulary, to enable him to aik ufeful or 
neceffary qucftions. 

Tv^'hile the Author was proceeding up 
the Euphrates, the HiE, and the Ti- 
■GRis, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
his own life, which he found afterwards 
of infinite fervice. 

When the traveller arrives at Bagdad, 
he will find that the Englilh are more 
refpecied than any other nation ; he will 
therefore feel the necefsity of adting in 
tile moft honourable manner in every 
tranfadtion, that he may fupport the dig- 
nity of the national charadter ; for fuch 
is the illiberal way of thinking among 
tliefe people, that fliould an kidividuai of 
any country adt meanly, the people would 
condemn all his nation ; and the bad con- 
dudt of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt the fame route- 
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From Bagdad there is but one mode of 
travelling, which is under the guidance 
and protection of the Tatars, or meffengers 
of government. Thefe men are under the 
immediate orders of the Baihaw and his 
minilters ; but are at all times ready to 
enter into any contract with an individual, 
W'hich they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to conduct tbofe who are enabled to ob- 
tain firmauns*'; for, by virtue of thefe, 
the Tatars are enabled to take feveral 
liorfes and attendants, and a large quantity 
of merchandize on their return, which 
pays them very well. In the Author’s fir- 
maun it was intimated tiiat he was an 
Englhh Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (tree of expence) when- 
ever there was danger to be apprehended 
from the wandering tribes. This is by far 

* Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a grsai deal 
of authority over the people, particularly over thofe 
who are appointed by government to accommodate the 
Tatars. 
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€lie fafefi: way of travelling, as the perfon 
of a Conful is felclom infulted. 

Great care, however, fhould be taken 
when an agreement is about to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advifable to pay him 
only half of the money agreed for at 
Bagdad, that he may have an intereft in 
delivering the traveller fafe at Constan- 
tinople. Care thould be taken alfo, that 
the Tatar does not engage to carry mer- 
chandize for any one, which he will do if 
pofsible. 

The neceflaries which the traveller takes 
fliould be compreffed into as narrow a com- 
pafs as pofsible. A little tea, coffee, and 
fugar, will be ferviceabie in the winter 
feafon ; and fpme fpirits, either brandy or 
hollands, may be ufeful ; but he fhould by 
no means be encumbered with either of 
thefe in fumraer, as it would be highly 
dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli- 
mate in the heat of that feafon. The 
Author himfelf . drank very little befide 

water 
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water .ajid iTiilfc, between Bussora an4 

CoNSTA,NtIf}OPLE. ' 

The traveller Ihould be equipped in the 
fame manner as the Tatar, winch will al- 
ways enfure him refpedt. Some have at- 
tepjpted to travel under the chara<5ter' of 
the Tatar’s fervants (the Armenian mer- 
chants in particuljar do this); but the Au- 
thor conhdef? it as too degrading for the 
charadter of an Engiifliraan. The Tatars, 
who arc accuftomed to travel very fall, 
ufually ride the hindmoO: horfe of the 
company, and w'hip the other beafts to ' 
keep them going. This Ihoukl never be 
permitted ; but whoever attempts a jour- 
ney of this kind Ihould be a good horfe- 
man. 

The traveller ought not to encumber 
Ijimfelf with fpccie, except about half a 
dozen piaftres, to give as prefents to tbofe 
wlio may render fome little fervices. He 
will, it is true, be often folicited for gifts, 
but Jflioiild always, refer the applicants to 

his 
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his Tatar; and when they find that, they 
will not apply a fecond time. It is inuch 
more prudent to take bills drawn by the 
merchants, which will ufually meet due 
honour, while they offer no temptation to 
robbers. 

From Constantinople, if the tra- 
veller be unacquainted with the language, 
it will be neceflary to engage a Janizary 
to conduct him to the frontiers, who will 
be paid in about the fame proportion as 
the Tatars. 

It has often been a fubjedl of inquiry, 
wdiich is the fpeediefl method of forward- 
ing difpatches to and from India. The 
Author is of opinion, that the route by. 
which die came muft be the moft expedi- 
tious for forwarding difpatches to India. 
When the melfenger arrives at Bagdad, 
he can fet out immediately in a Kiraffe 
down the Tigris till he reaches the Hie, 
down which he will proceed till he enters 
the Euphrates. By this channel he may 
be able to reach Buss ora in three days^ 

which 
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Wbtch mvi§L be much quicker than going 
iy 'land to Hilla, and from thence down 
■tfe'^'1EUiP»RATES. 

^ ufual mode of forwarding dif- 

patches from India is by the way of Bos- 
soRA, over the Great Defert to Aleppo ; 
from thence to Constantinople, and 
afterwards by the German poft to Vienna 
v'^dSAMBbRGH. ■ This is certainly '‘done, 
ift an eafy expence» and much lefs than by 
of BagdaP; but the latter would, 
no doubt, be a quicker route in cafe of 
necefsity, as the Arabs are obliged to 
■ eHjOfelhe Gr^t Defert on camels. 



JOURNEY 

FROM 

INDIA, ENGLAND. 


On' the 4fth of May at eight 

P. M. left Bombay, and embarked on 
board the country thip Pearl, R. Spence,' 
Mafter, hound to Bussora; having jp 
company James Stevens, Efq. in the 
Civil Service, Capt, John RE.ib,"'la\e 
Commander of the Princefs Royal India* 
man, and Mr. James Moreey* 

■\\^e had pleafaat v'eather arid fmooth 
water, with light airs froiri the WfN. W. 
and ISf. Wf whieh ‘ poritmued'“ the 
1 2th, when* we' were in lat. IT. 9'. 
North, and 62.°, 16'. Eaft Jpngitnde. It 
then began to grow cloudy, and the 
wind increafed. ' 
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On the 15th, in North lat. 14°. 42'. we 
had a frelh breeze, W. by N. with a 
heavy fwell from the N. W. and a ftrong 
current fetting to the Eaftward. 

On the 17th, at half paft one, A. M. 
pafled a fmall Ihip bearing Eaft, diftant 
about a quarter of a mile ; and at fun- 
rife, ftie bore S, S. E. diftant five or fix 
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab 
fliip, called the Morning Star. With 
frefti breezes from the N. W. the Ihip 
ran at the rate of feven and eight knots. 

On the 18th we had ftrong gales from 
the Weft, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore fhip to the Southward, 
fuppofing that we were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fwell from the N. W. 

■ On the 20th, in 23°. 20'. North lat. had 
a light brbeze and pleafant weather, the 
ihip going five and fix knots, and the wind 
from the S. S. W. At oue, P. M. faw 
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the land, bearing from N. by E. to W. by 
N. diftant about five leagues, and feveral 
Arab boats; and at five, P. M. we round- 
ed Cape Ras-el-gat. At fun-rife, on 
the 2111, two Arab boats came along-fide 
with filh, which we bought at a very 
moderate price. At feven . P. M. the 
wind E. S. E. Ihip going four knots, ob- 
ferved a dow in chafe of us. From her 
manoeuvring (fometimes hauling her 
wind, at others failing free), we fufpe(5ted 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark- 
ably fall, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable’s length. She then 
hailed us. Our feapoys immediately 
fired a volley of mufquetiy into her, 
when the hauled her wind and ran in 
Ihore.. 

On the 24th, at day-break, the Great 
Quoin bore S. W. by S. diftant about 
four leagues; extremes of the Ifland of 
Kishme, from W. N. W. to N. W. 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Iftand of OkMus bearing N, by E,' . . 
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We now faw Iweaty-two dows in chafe 
of ns ; foine of the fniall ones, lailing. vcjy 
faft upon a wind, foon came up with u$ 
within a cable's length. They were full 
of men, nho were all armed; we thcre-^ 
fore be^.t to (luartcrs and prepared for 
action, though many of the large .vefleis 
had great guns on board. Ihe fnialler 
ones that had tome np wifh ng appeared 
afraid to begin the attack till the large? 
had readied them. We were to wind^' 
ward of tlie large ' dows ; and, as a frem 
breeze iprung up from the ^teflwaid, 
and thofe velTcls are obliged to wear in- 
ftead of tacking, they made much lee- 
way, by which circumltance we were 
enabled to keep a-hcad. They conti^ 
nued to chafe us till two F. M. when 
wc had very ftrong gales from theN. W. ; 
and, toany Oif the large dows droppmg 
to keWard very fait, they gave up the 
cliafe, and ran behind the .* Ifland of 
KiSHME. ' 

The gale iptreafmg, we kept thp fea, 
beating to windward ijnder double-reefed 

topfailsj 

i#> ' . 4" . a 
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topfails, not clioofing to anchor in fliore 
for fear of again meeting with our ene- 
mies. 

On the 28th we fa\V a large flilp in 
Sharas Roads, under Arab colours. 

We continued beating to windward 
amongft the iflands on the Perllan fide 
of the Gulph, the wind ufually bloydng 
from the N. W. till the 30th at noon, 
when the extremes of the Perfian Ihorc 
bore from N. N. W. to E. by S. diftance 
four miles. It Was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve hours, du- 
ring which time many locufts flew on 
board ; a common indication of Itrong 
gales from the N. W. which accordingly 
occurred the next day at three A. M. 
when, the weather being hazy, we fud- 
denly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe 
under our flap’s bows. She had a boat 
towing aftern. Our bower anchor hooked 
her high poop and tpre it up, carrying 
away our fprit-fail-yard, the chain of 
the lhank painter, and the bolts out of 
the larboard bumpkin. The Arabs im- 
. B 3 medialelv 
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mediately fell to prayers, and let the 
dow drift to leeward. At fun-rife wc 
faw her in a very fliattered ftate. 

On the 1ft of June we had very heavy 
gales from the N. W. the ftiip pitching 
very much, and making more water than 
ufual. At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails; and at nine, the gale becoming 
more moderate, fet clofe-reefed fore and 
main-top-fails, and continued working to 
windward up the Perfian fide of the 
Gulph, 

On the 4th of June, in 28°. 36'. North 
lat. faw a large white mofque on the 
Perlian ftiore, bearing E. N. E. diftant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date-trees along ftiore. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by * Wehad now a mode- 
rate breeze from the N. "W. ; and on the 
5th, at fix Pt M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Eaft. The Captain immediately 
, went on ftiore in the pinnace, to procure 

an 
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an order from the Sheik for the fhip to 
receive a pilot from the ifland of Car- 
rick, which order cods 200 Bombay 
rupees. In the roads we found an Eng- 
lifti brig called the Baffein, belonging to 
Captain Torin, chartered by the go- 
vernment of Bombay to take bale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bitssorah. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did ; and Captain Torin in- 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
Kish ME ; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they took him, two 
large dows, one on each tide, boarded him 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war-yell ; that 
the weight of the men made his veflel heel 
very much ; but they had, after plunder- 
ing him by taking away his pow^der and 
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti- 
cles, releafed him, partly on account of 
his belonging to the Englifti Eaft India 
Company, but chiefly in compliance 
with tlie intercefsion of a paflfenger, bro- 
ther to the Nabob of Masulapatnam, 
B 4- a Muffulman, 
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a MufTiilman, who could fpeak a little 
Arabic. The Arabs told the Captain, 
that they were at war with the Emaum 
of Muscat, and had miitaken his veffel 
for the Morning Star belonging to 
Muscat. The fame vefl’els had two 
years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 
had made prize of another Ihip called 
the Beigly Beig, from Bengal for Bus- 
soRA, and which was ftill lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
fhore. We now learned that the large 
lliip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of war belonging to the 
Emaum of Muscat, with above 1000 
men on boardj fent to cruife againft the 
do.ws. 

On the 6thi at four P. M. got under 
way. At three A. M* tacked ; diftance 
off Garrick three miles. At four A. M. 
hove-to: till day flight, when we made 
fail with lights airs from the S. W. the 
lead conftantiy going. At five A.. M. 

in 
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in 16' fathom, and before we had time to 
take another caft with the lead, the ihip 
fti'tick on a reef of wiiite coral rocks, 
and ftuck fall:. We founded around the 
Ihip, and found 10| feet water forward, 
51 fathom aftern, and 4 1 fathom abreafl; 
the main-mall. Jt was near high water 
when Ihe llruck, and the ihip drew about 
15 feet water upon an even keel. We 
hoifted out the pinnace and long-boat^ 
and carried out the belt bower anchor 
aftern, which we let go in 10 fathom 
water, and attempted to heave her off. 
Not fuccccdiiig, however, we fired two 
guns, and font an Arab (one of the crew) 
on ftiore to the Sheik for afsiftance. 
Meanwhile we ftruck the top gallant 
yards and malts, and threw ftone ballatl 
overboard. ,, A||,nine, A.' M. the Sheik 
SuLLiMAN, wifeh fix boats and a hun- 
dred men, came to afsift. Wfo employed 
all hands in lightening the ihip ; loaded 
the fix boats with rice, putting a feapoy 
in eacii do, guard it ; and . made many at- 
tempts to heave the ihip off, but to no 
purpofe. At noon there came on a ftrong 
r , ' . breeze 
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breeze from theN. W. ; and bad we not 
been upon a weather fhore, the ihip muft 
inevitably have gone to pieces. 

On the 7th, at four P. M. we weighed 
anchor with the long boat, carried it 
further out, brought the cable tb the 
capflan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and his 
people flayed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
lliip, and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half pall five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind flill blowing frelh from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback ; and, the tide 
rifing much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the fliip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak- 
ing more water than ufual. We now 
' took the rice on board, cleared the fliip 
as foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 
rick Town, and anchored in 11 fathom. 

Captain John Reid arid myfelf went 
afliore in a country boat, to. try if we 
could flioot any antelopes, of which there 

were 


TOWARDS ENGLAND. 11 

were many on the ifland, having firft ob- 
tained the Sheik’s permifsion. We took 
with us two Arab guides, and prefcntly 
faw about twenty antelopes, which, how- 
ever, were fo very Ihy, that we could not 
get near enough to have a lliot ; nor do I 
think it pofsible to take them without 
hawks, the mode ufually pradllfed in 
thofe countries. The fwiftefl grey- 
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an- 
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any 
animal I ever faw before. They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the fize of a 
goat, but with longer legs, and have 
fmall horns almoft eredir. 

We diredted our walk to the higheft 
part of the ifland, which appears to have 
been a volcanifc produdlion, having coral 
rocks and, fea fliells on its very fummit ; 
and in many places great quantities of 
lava have run down towards the fea. 
I|ere is plenty of good water, but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on ftiore'in the middle of the day, I 

found 
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foun^ the, heat much greater than I had 
ever’ experienced in IndJa. 

On our return to the fliofe, we found 
the Sheik dividing among his people the 
fifteen bags of rice which he had received 
from Captain Spence for his trouble. He 
feemed to be perfectly fatisfied with the 
quantityj though it appeared to Captain 
Reid and jnyfclf to be but a fmall re- 
compenfc for the important fervices he 
had rendered in faring both fiiip and 
cargo. 

The Sheik was about fifty years of age, 
but could neitiier read nor write. He 
begged of us to give him fome final! 
fhot, which we did, and added to it all 
. the powder we had w'ith us- We were 
alfo ftobngly; kiclined. to have given him 
both our fowling-pieces, could we pofsi- 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
pleafed with the good man’s condudt. 

The ifland of Carsick, which con- 
tains between fix and feven hundred in- 
habitants, 
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habitants, is about, twelve miles long and 
fevcn broad,, it abounds with goats, but 
has Fcry few cows, and no beails'of 
prey. Nor are there any fowls, tame or 
wild, except bock and turtle doves, of 
which we ihot feveni!. It produces very 
few vegetables, particularly at this feafon, 
the beat being fo intenfe as to deflroy all 
vegetation, except in the, immediate vici- 
nity of water. Vfheat, I'lice, and barley, 
however, are grown, but not in fufli- 
cient quantity to fupply,the inliabitants, 
the principal ) part of whofc'' food is fifh, 
which they catch in abundance all round 
the idand. , There is alfo very fine tunic, 
but the natives do not eat it. , ' 



.On the; 8th, at three P. M. ^ pilot, 
pamed i?;oDyK,>havipg..tak0b eharge' of 
the blip with his trankey*, wc , weighed 

. ^ A veffel about the fize of a Peter-boat^ lliarp at 
both ends. It is built of very rough pierces of v/ood 
rudely put together^ and covered" bver with “a thick 
_jcoat of bitumen, with which"" the country^ aboumte^ 
Thefe veffels fail veryi|aft,<^ither mi 'firft, Jiaviag : m 
of head from fterii* . ■ : ■■ „ 

and 
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and made fail with a freftx breeze from 
the Weft, running between the ifland 
called Korgo, and the Perfian ftiore. 

On the 9th and 10th we had light and 
Tariable airs, and were often obliged to 
anchor, not being able to ftem the tide* 

On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the bar. 

At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw the 
trankey at anchor in 2^ fathom, bearing 
N. N. E. diftant three miles, with her co- 
lours up, a fignal for her being on the 
bar. At eight A. M. weighed and made 
fail, the land bearing N. W. At eleven 
A. M. crofted the bar 2i fathom for two 
cafts with the lead, then 3, and 3 § the 
reft of the> way over. At noon faw the 
entrance of Busso&a River, N. W. dif- 
tant off lliore three leagues. At half paft 
one |P. M, anchored in five fathom ; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the ftiip. 


MONDAY, 


TOWARDS ENGLAND. 


15 


MONDAY, JUNE 12. 

Got the fliip under way about on® 
A. M. and made a very good tide’s work, 
gaining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o’clock Captain Reid and 
myfelf went alhore on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns; but 
we only Hiot a few wild pigeons, pro- 
cured fome eggs and greens from the 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for £x 
piaftres. The extent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene- 
rally planted North * Weft of the fe- 
males, becaufe the wind ufually blows 
from that point. The males are very 
eaftly diftinguiftied, being higher than 
the females, and not fo full of- leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofe of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time ; for without this 

? the 
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the dates would not thrive, as tliey re- 
<jiure much moifture. 

After we had paifed through the plan- 
tation, w’e entered fomc villages on the 
edge of the Dcfert, beyond which neither 
trees nor other vegetation were to be 
feen. All our profpect conhfted of a 
burning d«^rt,‘iQOvered ,,with a cruft of 
fait, making, a noife under the feet fimi- 
iar to that caufed by walking on frozen 
fnow. 

.. i^^iiihout. b^i>g ©n tliore in the middle 
of the and fat the feafon near Mid- 
furonieiv af ftranger to this country could 
not pofribly form any idea of the heat 
upon the Defcrt. The bare feet of an 
Eiuropean would be bliftered in a mo- 
nicnt,,an4vlijfc|fc ioHTie inconvenience to 
mine, cyejEi tkroagk' a .pair of ftrong 
hoots. ' ■ ■ 'i . ■ ' ■ 

The houfes here are built of clay, and 
covered with th? leaves of the date-tree. 

<,; ■ ’ The 
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The inhabitants are very numerous, and 
moft of them have weak eyes, occahoned, 
probably, by the reflecftion of the fun 
upon the defert. Their drefs is very fim- 
ple ; that of the men being in general no 
more than a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun ; and a coarfe woollen 
cloak, with fhort wide fleeves. I thould 
obferve, that an Arab always wears his 
woollen cap, though he has often no other 
cloathing. The woman’s drefs is equally 
fimple, being only a few yards of blue 
cotton cloth wrapped round them. 

Thefe people have numerous floeks of 
cattle, Iheep, and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fpn-rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe them* 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will 
bathe five or fix times a day. The flocks 
are always driven back at fun-fet to the 
villages, where they reinain all night. 

C Every 
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Every village and fixed refidence is fur- 
rounded with a lofty mud wall, to defend 
it from beafts of prey, particularly lions, 
which are here very numerous. 

The Arab women were not fo fiiy as 
we expedled to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but not 
fine; and their milk is not very palatable 
to an European, being curdled and quite 
four. 11 immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre- 
ferred it in that ffatc. Being much 
amufed with the novelty of the fcene, 
we remained longer on lliore than we 
intended. The Ihip, however, getting 
under way, fired a gun, and hoiffed a 
"iignal for us to return on board. 

On the Perfian Ihore are the ruins of a 
very large and ancient city, extending 
about twelve miles along the banks of the 
river, and containing many tombs which 

ftiil 
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ftill appear entire. We were informed, 
that this city was deftroyed by the Pcrfian 
Emperor, Nadir Shah ; and among the 
ruins we defcried feveral wolves. 

The tide not continuing fo long as we 
expedled, we had pnly gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged “to 
anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing 
ftrong from the N. W. 

In the whole extent /rom the fea to 
this part of the Perfian fide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears, however, to 
have been once well cultivated ; there are 
ftill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, _ and .^nu- 
merous; canals to, y^aterifie ground, fimilar 
toThofe on ‘the oppofite Arabian fliore. 
As to plantations, we only faw a few 
ftraggUng date-trees, which, being neg- 
lected, bore very little- fruit. 

C 2 TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13. . 

We weighed anchor this morning at 
two o’clock; but the wind ftill blowing 
freth from the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored a‘^in at five. 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
flieep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river. 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe- 
quence, ufually keeps feveral horfes ready 
faddled, in'cafeof any alarm, and is al- 
ways ready to ride off at a moment’s notice. 
Thefe horfes are fed with giafs cut by the 
fide of the river at low water, or on fome 
of tie ljuan% which are very numerous^ 
For this py rpofe they make ufe of large 
batkets, covered with a coat of bitumen, 
which efledtually keeps out the water, and 
two men will paddle in them at a tolerable 
rate. Some of thefe balkets are large 
' ^ enough 
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are 
frequently ufed as ferry-boats. 

The wind increafing from the N. W. 
we were not able to move with the after- 
noon’s tide. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14. 

This morning at three o’clock, the 
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about fix leagues, and anchored again at 
feven. The tide now falling off very 
fall, and the wind ftill blowing from the 
N. W. we had no profpedt of reaching 
Bussora for fome time. Capt, Spence, 
therefore, difpatched an Arab fervant with 
a letter to the Company’s Refident at that 
place. 

On the Arabian fide of the river the 
culture and population were nearly the 
fame as before ; but the Perfian fide had a 
better appearance. Vegetation was there 
C 3 much 
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much ifiore Boimftiing; and at fun>fet, a 
coniiderable tribe, with their flocks, began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
any fixed refidebce. They lighted fires, 
which continued burning ail night. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

WEiGilkD liichof at three o’clock ; but, 
the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
river improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages ciofe to the river fide, 
and fome date-trees. It being rather 
fwanipy, there were alfo a good many 
willows, arid a few elm-trees, 

■ The Arabian fide, loo, looked better than 
whatiwe had lately paflTed, being cultivated 
farther Tfpih' ■ the river. • The date-trees 
being planted about ten/feet from each 
pther, a’hd full of leavei at top, 'afford a 
very gbij^' ffiaHe; and the people are en- 
abled to cuitivafe the grotind during the 
whole day, without fuffering much in- 
convenience 
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convenience from the heat of the fun, 
which out of the fhade, and in the middle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en- 
dured. We found here a very ftrong 
brown foil, which does not appear to want 
any manure, nor do the Arabs at this 
place ever make ufe of any. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 16. 

Got under way this morning at four 
o’clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained 
two leagues. 

The Perfian fide of the river now exhi- 
bited a high degree of cultivation. We 
faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks 
and herds ; but had not mu<^h intercourfe 
with the people, as they are not fo much 
to be trufted as their oppoflte neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very ftrong, robuft, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is 
nearly flmilar to that of the Arabs. A 
C 4 piece 
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piece of blue callico, about, five yards 
long, is the whole of the woman’s drefs, 
and the children are entirely naked. The 
men have a very ferocious appearance, 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impofsible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogs 
are very numerous among the marfhes, 
and there are various kinds of game in 
great plenty, which affords fine fport to a 
Ihooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
ceffary to go in a confiderable body, and 
never very far from the river, to avoid 
being cut off by the favage inhabitants. 

The Arabian fide of the river was near- 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
canals were cut farther inland, which im- 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
of the eahals^are very broad, and I crofsed 
’over feveral in the wicker balkets before 
defcribed, which are indeed very conve- 
nient where there is not much current. 


SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 

Got the fliip under way this morning 
at five o’clock ; but for want of wind, only 
gained about two leagues. 

A party of us went out a-fliooting on 
the Arabian fide of the river, but were 
not very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend- 
ing our walk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well watered by 
means of canals from the river, and the 
population was very great. The dates 
and other trees afforded an agreeable fhade, 
and made our little incurfion very pleafant. 
We found great abundance and many va- 
rieties of garden vegetables ; fome of them 
European, and feveral peculiar to the 
country. Befide the dates, whicli arc 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there 
W'ere great quantities of pomegranates 
nearly ripe; red and while grapes, fome 
of them ripe ; an abundance of oranges, 
Jimes, and lemons, but none of thefe haci 

, . attained 



26” A JOIffBLNEY FROM INDIA, 

attained maturity. There were alfo many 
weil-tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, but a little fweeter than 
thofe in England. We took with us about 
a buihel of thefe, for which we paid a 
very trifling fum. 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journeyt^ and, though I had lately been 
in the iflan4 of CeydoK among the 
cinnamon, in the Travencore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coaft, 

I certainly ihould give the preference to 
this place; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fraell from 
the oranges, lemons, and Iweet-fcented 
fiwubs, and the agreeable fliade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered it a moil de- 
lightful fpot. 

' '■ .j'i 

The inhabitants, too, were remarkably 
civil. There being no regular road, we 
frequently loft our way; and they would 
very readily offer their fervices to condudl 
us into the right path. 

We . 
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We had, Iiowever, one advantage, 
which ftrangers to this country can feldom 
enjoy; I mean in having feveral Arabs 
belonging to the Ihip, who could interpret 
for us- We therefore never went on ihore 
without taking fome of them with us, 

SUNDAY, JUNE 18 . 

Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
ran about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. 

At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out for Bussora by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently flopped 
on the road by foldiers ; but my guide al- 
ways fatisfying them, I was permitted to 
pafs without moleflation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with aflo- 
nifhment; and in all probability fome 
of them had never feen an European be» 
fore, this part being out of any accuf- 
tomed road, and where' no one can travel 
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on horfeback on account of the numerous 

canals. 

The country through which I paffcd 
h'ad a delightful appearance, being well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex- 
tenfive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
were nearly ripe ; and of fruit and ve- 
■ -getablfs tho ^anthy was irn menfe . The 
city off Bussora is fupplled; from this 
neighbourhood, and the Turks and Arabs 
, confurae a very large quantity in propor- 
tion to their other food. 

After walking about ten miles, at half 
paft fix o’clock I reached the Englilh fac- 
tory at Bussora. Here I obtained a 
horfc, and a guide, alfo mounted, and 
fct out immediately from Bussora for 
Margild, the country refidence of Sa- 
muel Manesty, Efq. the Refident. 
This hands about three miles above the 
city, and is pleafantly fituated on the 
banks of the river. 

I remained 
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I remained a week at Makgill, dur- 
ing which time I experienced every mark 
of civility and hofpitality. _ 

Mr. Manesty fills the office of Refi- 
dent with great ability, and is defervedly 
efieemed by every one who has the plea- 
fure of knowing him. His conduct, in 
every intlance, is mofi; truly that of an 
EngUJIi gentleman ; and he has rendered 
Government very cfl'ential fervices during 
the prefent war, by feizing the French 
difpatches, and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any correfpondence with 
India by land. , 

During my flay I frequently vifited the 
city of Bussora, which is very large 
and extremely populous. The Bazar, or 
Market-place, is near two miles long, 
and appears to be well fupplied. It 
abounds with drugs of various kinds pecu- 
liar to the country, and which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may be 
bought here at a moderate price, money 
2 - 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries. 

European manufactures are fcarce and 
dear; and the people prefer thofe of 
ENGLAND to all others. Our fuperfine 
broad cloth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what they coft m 
England; ■' 

The length of the city walls, from the 
river toward the Great Defert, is about 
four miles, and from North to South about 
three miles. The walls arc chiefly built 
of clay, and of courfe cannot make any 
very ftout refiftance, particularly againft 
artillery. Of this, however, there is very 
little in the country ; in the city, I ob- 
fcrved only ten pieces, moll of them brafs 
indeed, hut only two or three of them 
ferviceable. Being expofed to the fun, 
the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

Here are feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfome build- 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles, which have 
a very Angular appearance. Moft of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets, 
and hummiiins, are built of brick; but 
the Englilh fadtory is now by far the bell 
ilructure 'in the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occahoned by fire. The houfes in 
general. are very inddFerept, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fmall proportion' of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as when brought from 
the plantation: they are alfo very foft 
and fpongy, and will not laft long. The 
very thick walls, and titefo- elumfy tim- 
bers, form together a very uncouth piece 
of architedture. 

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a 
parapet. Here the inhabitants lleep du- 
5 ring 
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ling the fummer feafon, in the open air. 
To an European every houfe appears like a 
prifon, as it can receive no light from the 
Itreet, becaufe it has no windows. Every 
houfe forms a fquare, and the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh- 
bours. Within the fquare are various 
offices ; feme under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchens the water, and not un re- 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground floor./ The hall, where they re- 

ceive company, the harem, and naany 

other offices, are on the fecond, which 
has generally a gallery fupported by pil- 
lars continued nearly round the infide o 
the whole building. They ha\e genera y 
two flights of fteps ; one leading to the 
hall, where alone Grangers are admitted ; 
the other leading to the harem, to which 
none but the family can have accefs. 

Women of the higher clafs are feldom 
feen out of doors; but when they do go 
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out, they are always veiled. Many lof 
the Arab women, particularly of the 
lower clafs, expo fe their faces. 

Both men and women Haves are fold 
publicly in the Bazar. I have before 
faid, that the city is very populous. The 
majority of the people are Arabs, the reft 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks are 
moftly men of fome confequence, either 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other ports under government. The 
Armenians are the merchants, , and fome 
of them are very refpe<5table. They have 
a confiderable trade with the East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal. In this trade 
feveral ffiips are employed, the lai-geft of 
which does not exceed 400 tons, on ac- 
count of a difficulty in crofsing the bar. 
The Ihips from Bussora to Bombay, or ‘ 
Bengal, ufually receive a full cargo, 
the greater part of which conflfts of cop- 
per in fmall cakes and drugs of various 
kinds ; and the Bombay ffiips generally 
take dried fruits. It is very feldom, how- 
D ever. 
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eyer, that a veflfel fails to any part of 
India without taking a confiderable num- 
ber of Arab horfes. There are many in- 
ftances of Ihips carrying away filver, in 
bars and fpecie, to the amount of twenty 
lacks of rupees, the fpecie chiefly in 
Spanilh dollars and Venetian fequins. The 
greateft part of the trade of this branch 
of the Turkilh empire is in the hands of 
the Armenians, tehov'/when hate a 
confiderable fum on hand, in order to 
prevent the Turks from laying hold of it, 
(which is fometimes the cafe) export it 
to India, where they often receive 12 
per cent, intereft. The intcrefl; is ufually 
remitted back in piece goods, with which 
they fupply the greateft part of the 
Turki/h empire. A confiderable quan- 
tity of fugar and rice alfo is frequently 
imported from India. The fpecie is fent 
here by the Armenians to their corre- 
fpondents in moll parts of the empire; 
confiderable fums likewife.are often fent 
from Constantinople. Thefe are ufu- 
ally forwarded under the care of the 

Tatars, 
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Tatars *, meffengers of government, who 
receive a handfome premium for their 
trouble. The Tatars, however, are fome- 
times robbed and flain by the wandering 
tribes, who in formidable bodies infell: 
the greater part of the Turkilh dominions 
in Asia. An inftance of this happened 
only a month ago, when a. Tatar, return- 
ing from Constantinople to Bagdad 
with 6000 Venetian fequins, was attacked, 
robbed, and murdered, between Diar- 
BEKiR and Mosul. 

With refpedl to the Arabs, the moft 
numerous clafs of inhabitants, there are a 
few refpedtable men amongft them ; but 
great numbers are extremely poor, la- 
bouring very hard for fmall wages. With a 
very little pay, however, they are enabled 
to fupport their families; for their drefs 
cofts them little ; and their food conliils of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 

* Ufually, but very improperly, printed' Tartar. 
See “ Campbell’s Journey over-land to India,” and 
other works. It is pronounced Tata/., the accent 
being on the laft fyllable. 

D 2 are 


56 A JOTKEY FROM INDIA, 

are^erfe^feiy fatfefied; and indeed, though 
their food is fo fimple, they have, gene- 
rally fpeaking, twice the ftrength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. 

The ftreets in this city are fo extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time;’ added to which, they are 
ih ihaity parts fo very rough ^ make it 
difficult for horfes to pafs. > 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building ; and the people 
of that perfuafion are not in the leaft mo- 
lefted. 

Every perfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly mufiaches. I met 
here with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Emin, who had been many years in Eng- 
land, and has lately publiftied, in the 
Englifh language, his travels and adven- 
tures, written by himfelf. He propofed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made him 
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an offer to take his fon with me to Eng- 
land, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter, underftancling the Armenian, 
Arabic, Turkilh, and Englifli, languages. 
The fon, who was about 17 years of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating foihe 
time, determined on following his origi- 
nal plan. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the direction of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
refpedlable man, engaged to condudt us 
fafely thither; for which we paid him 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob- 
ferved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelves provided a good 
flock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utenfils, cooks, and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more. ; 

D 3 # The 
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• TIic 'clothes provided* for each perfon 
were 35* follow : 

V 1 Arab camellne, or riding cloak. 

Under coats. 

‘ 2 Pairs of drawers. 

' 2 Shirts. 

1 Cumberband. 

, 1 'Twrto.: 

■ ■ ’ jVoolientcap * arid ■•‘I'lf; 
l' *Pair of yellow flippers. 

Our boats being brought up to Mar-; 
GiLi.,; at five o’clock we ‘took leave of 
Mr. Manesty, and embarked; two of 
the boats containing the paffengers, the 
other boat our additional guards : Imme- 
diately after embarking, we were drefled 
.fo as exadtly to refembie the Arabs in our 
appearance ; ■ and our muttaches were now 
grown pretty long,' having never fliaved 
fince we left India. 

Every attention was paid to our perfonal 
|afety, the Sheik being always in one of 
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otir boats, and his brother, Ahmood 
S oLLAY, in the other. 

As thefe boats were admirably calcu- 
lated for their intended purpofe, the fol- 
lowing account of them may not be unac- 
ceptable: - . . . , 

, ; -4 • ' ' '■ ’■'; ; ' 

Defcriptim of the boat gmerally called a 
Donek^ but fometinies a Kiraffe, ufed by 
the jirabs upon the rivers Euphrates 

' ■’ flW S'. ; ' 

The extreme breadth is 7 feet 9 inches. 
The length 42 feet. It is built of ftrong 
rough timbers at IS inches difiance, con- 
nedted by fmall rough pieces of board, 
and covered with a coat of bitumen about 
half art irich Thick on the outfide, which, 
in cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired. 
The infide is lined with the fame kind of 
rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and 
of: very unequal breadths; the lining is, 
pf courfe; full of holes. — Some of thefe 
boats, inflead of boards, are covered with 
■■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ D 4 ' ■ bafket- 


40 A littl^RNEY FROM INDIA, 

balket-work,- - having a coat of bitumen 
upon it. — ^They are very &arp at each 
end, and fail faft. — Their oars are rough 
poles, having s/ piece of board tied on 
with a cord. They have befides ftron^ 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are about 3 feet above the gunwale ; thefe 
are full of notches, to which they faften 
the oars with ftrong kya rope ; and by 
thefe means they either raife or lower the 
oar, as is moft convenient. They have no 
tiller ; but are enabled to fleer with great 
accuracy by means of a flrong kya rope 
faftened to botii fides of the rudder ; and 
they very feldpm ufe more than five oars 
at a time. 

We had part of the boat, abaft the 
naaft, covered with mats to defend us 
from the fun, which we found of great 
fervice. 

In the fore-part was a place built with 
brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing 
our victuals; and this convenience we 

found 
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jfbund of great ufe, as it enabled us to 
provide every thing necelliiry without de- 
laying the paflage by frequent landings. 

Thefe boats ufually go from Hilda 
down the Euphrates to Bussora' in three 
days, and are feldom four- From Bagdad 
down the Tigris to Bussora they can 
never go in lefs than eight days, though 
the ftreara is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates ; but it is above twice the 
length, on account of the many windings, 
and it runs a great way to the Ealtward 
towards Persia, 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, and with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, lleering 
due North till 12 o’clock. 

MONDAY, JUNE 26. 

The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-light at the rate of three 
Hiijes an hour, when we Hopped a Ihort 

time 
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time on the Perfen fide of the river, for 
our people to refreftx. 

On the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there is neither cultivation, inhabitants, 
nor even vegetation, except near the 
banks of the river, where we faw a great 
number of camels gw'mg. Here was alfo 
much gaiaei„>;r,. V-'fe; : , 

* ^The I^rfian fide of the river had a 
better appearance, exhibiting extenfive 
plantations of date-trees, and many vil- 
lages. 

The river ie here about two miles broad, 
hearing N. N. W. and S. S. E. 

The tide fettiog down, and having little 
wind,, vwe were obliged to track. At ele- 
ven o*clock we crofied the mouth of a 
very large river on the Perfianifide, called 
by the . natives Shat-el-Ajam ; which, 
in Arabic, fignifies a river of Persia ; 
and they ba^ no other name for it. 
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Atone o’clock we arrived at Corny, 
the conflux of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris. Here we remained two hours, 
and obferved that the Tigris bore E. N.E. 
and the Euphrates due W. A fliip of 
war was moored near the middle, be- 
tween the two rivers, as a guard-fliip, and 
to prevent veflels pafsing without paying 
Guftoms. The two rivers, united here, forni 
an immenfe body of frelh water. 

From this place to the Perflan Gulph is 
palled by fhe natives SHATrEL-ARAB, 

The tide has feldom any influence fo 
far as Corny, except at the full and 
change of the moon; and even then the 
water is only raifed a little ; the current is 
not turned, „ 

' Corny is fuppofed by feme learned men 
to have been the feite of the Garden of 
Eden. Its prefent wretched appearance, 
however, gives it no pretenfions to the 
name of the Terreftrial Paradife, as de- 
Icribed by Milton. It is a finall village, 

fur- 
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furrounded by a mud wall ; containing few 
inhabitants,' with very little cultivation. 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
river, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihade. Here the Arabs fit and fpend moft 
of their time, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exadtions 
from paffengers, than on their own in- 
duftry. ’ *'"■ -.rr." ■ 

The officers of the cuftoms expedled a 
prefent from our Sheik; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 
pay any thing. 

We left Corny at three o’clock, and 
went up the Euphrates, which is called 
by the Arabs Sh at-el-Fraate. We now 
croffed over to the weftern banks of the 
river; but having little wind from the 
Eaft, and being obliged to track and row, 
we went at the rate of only three .miles 
an hour. ' The country here was very 
little inhabited,; being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with reeds and willows. I fired 

at 
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at a crane among the willows; and in« 
ftantly after the report, a large herd of 
wild hogs rufhed out, fome of them of 
fuch extraordinary fize, that at firft fight 
I could fcarcely believe they were hogs. 
Their colour is a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Buss ora fome wild 
hogs have been killed, whofe carcaffes 
have weighed 10 cwt. Englifli. As the 
Arabs do not eat them, they are permitted 
to remain unmolefted. It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
Jive; and indeed the immenfe fize of fome 
of them feems to faiidtion fuch an opinion. 

At fun-fet we faw feveral jackalls 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
fired at one with ball, and killed it. 

^ . h. ^ ^ , V 

. ^ , #■' si ' 

We continued rowing and tracking till 
eight o’clock, when we made our boats 
fafl: to the weflern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where we remained all 
night, but had very little reft, the niuf- 
quitoes being extremely ^oublefome, and 
the howling of the jackalls, wolves, and 
5 other 
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other wild . bdafts, in the neighboiirhoodi 
rendering oiir fituation truly difraal. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 27- 

At day-break we refumed otir voyage, 
tracking up the right bank of the river. 
The country here afforded a pleafing pro- 
fpedt, abounding with plantations of date*, 
trees and fields of corn. At two o’clock 
we paffed feveral Arab encampments, near 
which were great numbers of cattle, buf- 
faloes, fheep, and goats. At three we 
paffed a breach in the right bank of the 
river, which has overflowed the Great 
Defert for about three hundred miles, and 
has alarmed the inhabitants of JSussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The 
excefsive-heat of the fun, with the im- 
menfe numbers of fifh and animalcules 
that perifh when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trify the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and hence the Arabs 
call it t/ie water of death. 


Here 
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Here were many men employed to flop 
the breach ; but with all their humble ef- 
forts, it appeared that it would be fome 
time before they would be able to accom- 
plhh it. They were carrying along em- 
bankments made of bundles of reeds, 
which were often forced away by the 
ftream as foon as they^wei'e laid. I am 
perfuaded that half a dozen Englifhmen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
wmuld complete in a few hours w'hat fifty 
of thefe people could not finifti in a week. 

At fun-fet we made our boats fall to 
the right banks of the river, on which we 
remained all night; but, as on that pre- 
ceding, we could get very little reft on 
account of the mufquitoes, and the hor- 
rible noifes made by the wild beafts in 
tlie vicinity. 

WEDNESDAY, JXKNE 28. 

At day-break unmoored, and conti- 
nued tracking as before We pafled feve- 
2 ral 
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ral more ^breaches in the banks, which liad 
overflowed great part of the neighbouring 
country, and prevented the inhabitants 
from fowing their corn and paddy. We 
likewife pafled feverai Arab encampments 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu- 
ing always on tire fame fide of the river 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did nob perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite fliore.*^ “The courfe of the 
river is from W. to W. by S. 

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large 
town on the right bank of the river called 
SuKE-SHUE. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
ReiDj and myfelf, procured each a muf- 
> quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fervice, as it enabled us to get a little 
deep, which we very much wanted. 
Though w'e always laid upon the bare 
ground, we were now enabled tofleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofc tor- 
menting infedis, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 

We remained at Suke-shue the whole 
day, fonie of my boatmefi having behaved 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollay, who 
drew his tolwa on one" of them, and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
head oif. Our Sheik, therefore, difcharged 
the boat and crew, and procured another of 
the fame kind. Of courfe, all our flores 
were to be moved, and a new place built 
for our cook to drefs the victuals in. 

We were here treated by our Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab fafhion. It 
confifted of a dozen and a half of iiffi, 
about the fizc of mackarel, fryed in ghie ; 
a dozen boiled fowls ; and cakes made of 
barley flour, frefli baked, with plenty of 
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree- 
able to the cuftom of the Country, in a 
garden adjoining the river, under the 
fliade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifli, fowls, and bread, were very 
E fweet 
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fvveet and good; but the milk was four, 
and not very palatable to an European. 
We did not make ufe of knives and forks, 
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fifti in 
pieces; and the Sheik feenaed highly 
pleafed by our compliance with their 
cufioms. 

I was much amufed by ofiferving the 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have a fmall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high,- having a hole at the bottom, 
for the convenience of drawing out the 
allies, fomething fimilar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (which I think is the 
molt proper name for this place) is ufually 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra- 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fuffici- 
ently hot, and perfeaiy clear from fmokc, 
• having nothing but clear embers at bot- 
tom (which continue to reflect great heat), 
they prepare the' dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to the defired fize 
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on a board or ftone placed near the oven. 
After they have kneaded the cake to a 
proper conliftence, they pat it a little, 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in 
one hand, till it is as thin as they choofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it 
with water, at the fame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they put it into 
the oven. The wet fide of the cake ad- 
heres faft to the fide of the oven till it is 
fufficiently baked, when, if not paid pro- 
per attention to, it would fall down among 
the embers. If they were not exceed- 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
oven would burn the Ikin from off their 
hands and arms; but with fuch amazing 
dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman will continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a time oven till Ihe 

has done baking. This mode, let me add, 
does not require half the fuel that is 
made ufe of in Europe. 

SuKE-sHUE is a very large and popu- 
lous town, and, the refidence of Sheik 
.Twyney, a very powerful Arab Prinw; 

, E 2 having 
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having imdser his government the whole of 
the right' banks of the Euphrates, from 
nearly as high as Hilla down to Bussora. 
He was once in open rebellion againft the 
Turkith government, and took pofiefsion 
of the city of Bussora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Baftiaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia; but afterwards returned 
to folicit his pardon; and as he was much 
re vered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a 
powerful enemy, tlie Baftiaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate him 
in his government. He was not here, how- 
ever, at this time ; for, being a moft able 
general, he had been fent by the Bafhaw 
of BAGDAii, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
"WAABYj who is extending his conquefts 
up the weftem Ihore of the Perfian gulph, 
almoft as high as Grain, and propagating, 
a neW'^eligton, which, like Mahomet, 
he enfore<;8 by the fword. 

The Sheikas army amounts to thirty 
thoufaiii' .meilT of whom ten thoufand 
are Tur'kilh'foldiersj and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits. * 

I took 
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I took a walk with our Sheik through 
the town, and went into the Bazar^ or 
market, which is about a mile long. It 
is opened at fun-rife, and continues till 
nine o’clock ; it is then fhut up, opened 
again at three, and continues till fun-fet. 

The Sheik alfo took me into a colFee- 
Iioufe, where I was treated with coffee, 
after the cuftom of the country. I was 
alfo obliged to fmoke tobacco, they pre- 
fenting me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs- 
legged, like the reft of the company, and 
they ferved the coffee in a fmall China cup 
about the fize of half an egg-flieli; but I 
could not get either milk or fugar, with- 
out which the beverage was rather un- 
pleafant, till I became accuftomed to it. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 30. 

This morning the Sheik who officiated 
•|in the abfence of Sheik TwYNEYpaid us a 
E 3 vifit, 
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vifit, and brought his daughter v/ith him. 
She was about twelve years of age; and 
every perfon was obliged to Hand in his 
prefence, except ourfelves and our Sheik. 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the refpea which the Arabs pay to their 
Chiefs. An Arab of diftinaion, having a 
letter of fonae confecjuence for the Sheik, 
prefented it on his knees, and received it 
back again' in the fame poilure, the fecre- 
tary having, after reading the letter, put 

the Sheik’s feal on the back of it, 

The Sheiks and principal people wear 
on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring, 
in which a fquare ftone is fet, with their 
names engraved on it at full length. On 
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 
make a fair imprefsion, then ftamp it on 
the letter, and this ferves for their figna- 
ture. Some of the ftones are red, and 
fome white cornelians. 

We were much peftered here by a num- 
ber of people having different diforders ; fo§i 

they 
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they imagine that an European can cure 
all complaints, and implicitly adopt 
whatever is prefcribed for them. 

‘ Our Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his protection to Bagdad. It 
contained a few bales of Bengal piece- 
goods, and had for paffengers an, Arme- 
nian woman, with her fon, about lixteen, 
and two daughters, one about fourteen, 
the other thirteen years of age. 

Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o’clock, and leaving one boat beliind, we 
crofsed the river, and tracked up the left 
banks till three o’clock, when we rc- 
crofled, and made our boats fall near a 
village called Gomcreek, where wc 
pitched our tents. 

There being much game in the neigh- 
bourhood, I took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to carry my powder and 
flaot, faw fome beautiful green birds, which 
I wiflied much to examine. It was • not 
long before I brought one down ; ' but the 
£4* . Arab 
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Arab ran immediately and cut olEF its head, 
calling out zain^ zam, meaning that it was 
very good to eat. I afterwards Ihot feve- 
ral birds of different kinds, all of which 
the Arab feryed in the fame ' way, nor 
could I prevent him. . i;. 

Several branches of the river meeting 
at this place, . we found, ftationed here a 
Collector of the Cuftoms, who was a na- 
tive of Constantinople, on which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, and would do any 
thing for wjne., We gave him a few bot- 
tles of Shiras, confidering old Madeira and 
old Claret as too good for him. He was 
greatly pleafed with our prefent, and foon 
became intoxicated. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 


We waited here this morning till nine 
o’clock for one of our boats which had 
been left at Suke-shue; as foon as it 
came up, we departed. 


The 
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The river, a little above this place, is 
v^ery broad, nearly as far as ^ the eye can 
reach ; but in many parts it is fo very 
fhoal, that reeds make their appearance 
above the furface of the water. We now 
altered our courfe to the Eaftward, and 
entered a river called by tlic, Arabs Shat- 
el-Degela, which communicates with 
another named Shat-el-Hie, being a 
branch of the Tigris. 

I cannot quit the Euphrates without 
taking notice of its falubrious water, which 
is by much the moft pleafant that I ever 
tafted. Though very muddy when it is 
hrft taken up, it foon becomes perfe<5tly 
clear; and while I could get this water, 
I had not the leaft delirc for either wine 
or fpirits. We continued tracking up the 
river (pr rather canal) called Shat-el- 
Degela till fix o’clock, when we made 
Qur boats faft to the banks, and pitched 
our tents not far from fome Arab encamp- 
ments, *■ - 

Our 
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Our Sheik reprefented to us, that this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re- 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, a brace of piftols, and a fabre ; and 
our Sheik, his brother, and ali the guards, 
remained under arms during the night. 
They placed fome centinels at a diflance 
from the tents for fear 'of a furprize, and 
paffed the watch-word from one to an- 
other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefted. 

To be obliged to have weapons by my 
fide whild lying down on the bare earth 
to take a little reft, was what I had never 
before ^ experienced. Whoever travels 
through thefe countries, ought not to put 
fo much value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
perfedlly fccure, except from cafualties. 
This country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
DO controul, live in a ftate of nature, and 
are not fufceptible of the nobler pafsions. 

They 
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They* murder and plunder, without re- 
morfe, all whom they can overpower, and 
are at war againft all the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefent hate 
of one of the moft fertile countries in the 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
rcafon to expedt every moment to be 
tacked by a fuperior force; but when I un- 
dertook this journey I w'as perfedlly re- 
hgncd, and prepared to encounter diffi- 
culties and dangers. Our Sheik condudled 
himfelf much to our fatisfadtion, and did 
every thing in his power to make us com- 
fortable. 


' SUNDAY, JULY 

This morning- we ftruck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o’clock arrived at 
the head of the Degela, when we en- 
tered a larger river, which is divided into 
two branches: the one that we went up 
running S. E. the other W. 'We pro- 
ceeded up this river in a courfe^^lmoft 
due N. , ■ 

Whether 
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Wheth'er thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain ; 
but I am inclined to think they have. 
The ground for about forty yards from the 
river is ufually three or four feet higher 
than it is further inland. This I have fre- 
quently obferved when I have gone 
a-ftiooting. The larger branches are often 
near a quarter of a mile broad, and the 
fmaller about half that diflance. They 
make the country through which they run 
exceedingly fertile; but I have no doubt 
that thefe different branches are much 
larger than they were originally, anil that 
they are ftill increafing, as the Tigris, 
from which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the Euphrates, parti- 
cularly at this feafon, when the frefhes 
are coming down from the fnowy moun- 
tains.- 

V ’ At twelve o’clock we entered the river 
called by the Arabs Shat-el-Hie, run- 
ning from the N. N. W.. We found it di- 
vided into three other branches, befide 
the one at which we entered ; two branches 


running 
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running Weft, and one Eaft of that we 
came up. At one o’clock, pafsing the 
mouth of a river running from the Eaft, 
wc continued tracking till four, when we 
refted an hour to refrefti, and at fix made 
our boats faft to the banks, where we re- 
mained all night. 

I obfcrved that our Sheik always chofc 
as open a country as he could find, to re- 
main in all night, for fear of being at- 
tacked by the Arabs at a difad vantage. 

We were again much clifturbed by the 
jackalls, who feemed very near us, and 
made a moft hideous noifc. 

h' MONDAY', JULY 3. 

We ftruck our tents, and fet out at 
fun-rife, continuing to track up the river 
Shat-el-Hie. At ten o’clock the courfe 
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven, 
due North, and it continued nearly North 
till fix o’clock, when we made our boats 

faft 
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faft to the banks, and were foon after yi- 
fited by fome Arabs on horfeback. They 
were about twenty in number, armed with 
fpears and tolwas. As the horfemen ap- 
proached, our Sheik, with a double-bar- 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the othei party, 
who alfo advanced before liis people about 
the fame diftanee. After fome conver- 
sation between the two.Chiefsv the whole 
advanced: I obferyed that the Chief was 
mounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confequence are always 
mounted on mares, which are ufually va- 
lued at three times the price of horfes. 

To thofe who are ftrangers to the lan- 
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re- 
coiled!, that whenever a man is mounted 
on a mare it may be depended on that he . 
is above the common clafs, Drefs can- 
not be relied on;, forja Sheik will often 
have his meaneft fervant dreffed much 
better than hirafelf, and will eat out of 

the 
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the fame difla with him, as if they were 
equals. 

Shooting being the only amuferaent I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wifhed to embrace every oppor- 
tunity. I had ufually taken an Arab or 
two with me on thefe expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac- 
company me, and was particularly dehred 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which I might be furprized[ 
by the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which 
he faid were very numerous in this neigh 
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expedted a 
night-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un- 
der arms all night, the Sheik conftantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled, gun in his hand. A vciy good 
look-out, and probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to be 
making for our defence, prevented our 
being molefted. 

. V “ I" ' , 

rVEtBAY^ 


64 > 


A JOUENET FROM INDIA, 


TUESDAY, JULY 4 . 

This morning we ftruck our tents, and’ 
departed at a quarter paft four o’clock. 
At fix we arrived where two rivers meet ; 
one branch running from the N. N. W. 
the other froiri E*. by N.' We took the 
laftef , and continued 'tracking till twelve 
o’clock,' when we refted under the ftiade 
of fome willows till three; for, in the 
middle of the day, the heat of the. fun was 
fd excefsive,’ that’Our boatmen were not 
able% endure it. They were in general 
nearly naked, having no other covering 
than a fmall woollen cap, which barely fits 
the crown of the head. The courfe of 
the river winding from North to Weft, we 
obferved the banks of thofe large branches 
feven arid eight feet above the furface of 
the water. ' 

I have not feen one ftone the natural 
produce of the country fince I left Bus- 
soRA, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and 
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and a bank of feven or eight feet does not 
make the leaft alteration in the colour of 
the foil. The rapid current continues 
deepening the beds of thefe rivers, and in 
confequence the Arabs are not able to 
water many parts of t^e country, which 
renders it uninhafeitat^jie except on the 
banks of the river. Where they cannot ' 
have water, the excefsive heat of the fun 
foon deftroys all vegetation, and particu- 
larly at this feafon. 

At five o’clock we pafled a village on 
the Weftern banks of the river, called 
Waasut. The rwer is here above half a 
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly 
careful not to go near the village, but con- 
tinued tracking up the oppdfite banks, and 
made as much haile ,as pofsibie. “ All 
the inhabitants,” faid the Sheik, “ are 
defperate thieves, and have no mercy on 
thofe who are fo unfortunate as to fall into 
their hands ; for they are under no govern- 
ment or controul except that of their own 
leaders, who ate every whit as ba<l as them- 
felves.” 


F 
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At fix o’clock we. made our boats faft to 
the weftern banks of the river, not being 
able to find a convenient place on the oppo- 
fite'fide. We pitched our tents clofe to 
the water’s edge, the Sheik keeping a good 
look-out for fear of a furprize; nor was I 
permitted to Ihobt, for fear the repoit 
ftiouid difcover where we were, having a 

very thick‘*Juiitgle ; behind us. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 5. 

We ftruck ofut’' tents and fet out this 
morning at one o’clock, our Sheik not 
thinking it fafe to remain in fuch a neigh- 
bourhood after the moon went down. At 
fix o’clock we flopped to refrefii, and in 
half an hour continued our courfe, the 
river winding very much, and bearing 
trom S. W. to North. We refted under 
fome willows from twelve till two; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which this -river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eaflern banks; and, the in- 
habitants of this town not being much 
2 bett^ 
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better than thofe of Waasut, our Sheik 
muftered all his guards a little above the 
town, amounting to thirty men, all ex- 
ceedingly well armed, and drefied in their 
heft clothes. On account, I fuppofe, of 
their formidable appearance, our Sheik 
was not required here to pay any thing. 

He fpread a carpet on the ground, and 
with his brother, and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms drawn up near them. Here 
they were vifited by the principal "men in 
the town, who were treated with pipes 
and coffee. The Sheik, however, kept 
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car- 
pet befoi'e him, and ready to lire in a mo- 
ment ; the other officers and men being 
equally prepsjred.; , . , 

This ceremony muff appear very ftrange 
to thole who are wholly unacquainted 
with the lingular manners and cufforas of 
thefe people ; but all this caution is per- 
fectly neceflary till they have given the 
faiam and ate together. When that has 

■ • , T 2 . . , . been 
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been done, there can be no room for ap- 
prehenfion. An Arab, after he has eaten 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftranger, and of whatever religion 
or country, would fooner perilh than fufFer 
him to receive the leaft injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
trefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 
tedtion of an Arab, may rely upon being 
. defended: in the moft feithful manner. 

An inftance of this lingular trait in the 
charadter of the Arabs occurred not long 
ago. A Frenchman was carrying dif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Defert, 
from Aleppo to Bussora. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about 
eighty men, moftly on camels. When 
about five days journey from Bussosa, 
they , were attacked in the evening by a 
ivandering tribe of Arabs, The Melfenger 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
he Ihot the Sheik of the ..hoftile party ; 
but they'rulhed with fuch fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 

5 ■ Molt 


TOWARDS ENGLAND. 69 

Moft of the Meflenger’s gourds being 
killed, they were ftrippcd by ti«e con- 
querors, and the Meflenger among the 
reft, it being imagined that he was dead. 
After the engagement, the Arabs lighted 
fires to make coffee and refiefti themfelves ; 
and, as is cuftomary with them, fat on 
the ground in a circle round tlie fire. > 

lire Meftenger’s wound not proving 
mortal, (for though he had one fide of 
his face cut down, his Ikull was not mate- 
rially injured) he at length recovered his 
fenfes; and finding himfelf entirely naked, 
as well as much weakened by the lofs of 
blood, he had nearly given himfelf up to 
defpair. But, recollecting to have heard 
of this finguiar dhpofttion in the Arabs, 
life refolved to try exp^iment, as the 
only means of faving his life, or putting 
an end to his exiftence. He took a view 
of the Arabs fitting round the fire, and 
fingled out him whom be thought moft 
likely to be the Chief, as being the oldeft- , 
looking man in the company. Naked as 
F3 he 
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he was, and almoft coYered with blood, 
he rulhed into the ring, and threw him- 
felf at his feet. His conjeaure was right. 
This old man was the Chief, who immedi- 
ately covered him with his cloak. He 
was now at a iofs for an Interpreter j but, 
on fearch being made, the Intrepreter was 
found in a iimilar fituation, wounded, but 
not dangeroufly. The Meffenger had his 
clothes and d;ifpatches returned to him; 
and the Chief entered Into an agreement to 
deliver him fafe at Bussora, on the Mef- 
fenger promifing to pay him one hundred 
, Venetian fequins.. Both parties performed 
their agreement ; the Meflenger arrived 
fafe, and had engaged a dow to take him 
to Muscat. This, having reached the 
- Englifli Refident’s ears, he feized the 
Medfenger with his difpatches, and had his 
wounds idrefdd By the Englifh Surgeon.^ 
It was iraagimd that the Meffenger, if 
fuffered to» proceed, would not have 
reached jNiirA,. as his vvounds required 
much furgicg,^f|iftance, 


But 
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But to return from this digrefsion ; I 

I 

It is cuftoraary for thefe people to lay I 

very heavy contributions on veffcls and J 

paffengers that pafs this way, or. plunder f 

them when they do not comply with their f 

demands; and in cafe of the jleafl: refift- | 

ance, they will feize the boats and murder 
every perfon on board. In this they have 
an advantage over boats going up the 
river, which being obliged to track againft 
both wind and ftream, their progrefs is 
feldbm more than four miles an hour; but 
going downwards there is very little dan- 
ger; for the current being very rapid, and 
the wind ufually blowing freih from the 
N. W. all veffeis go, at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doneks, which fail 
remarkably feft. ‘ Hie is .a fmall town 
furrounded by a mud wall; but the in- 
habitants are very numerous in proportion 
to the fize of the place. We left it at five 
o’clock, and continued tracking till half 
pafl feven, our men making more ,hafi:e 
than ufual, to get as far as pofsible out of 
F4, ‘"the- 
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the reach of thofe people, left they ftiould 
attack us in the night. We made our boats 
faft to the oppofite banks of the river. 

The locufts in this country are very nu- 
merous. I caught one this evening of a 
different colour from the common locuft, 
and much larger. , Its very extraordinary 
appearance induced me to make a Iketch 
of it from life, of the exaa natural fize. 
Every part of it is green, except the under 
wings, which are crimfon ; and when fly- 
ing it h^ a beautiful appearance. The 
eyes are very remarkable. 


THURSDAY, JULY 6. 

‘ This morning at four o’clock we ftruck 
our tSints, ind tracked brilkly till eight, 
when we refrelhed, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking till fix in the 
evening, without any delay. We then 
fecured the boats, ‘ and ' pitched our tents 
on the Eafter© banks of the river. 

I took 
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I took an Arab with me and went 
a-thooting about a mile from the river, 
where I found a great many partridges. 
This part of the country, excepting about 
fifty yards by the river fide, is a perfedl 
defert, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there being (till the re- 
mains of canals that have been cut to 
water the country, at difiances of about 
two hundred yards, on the banks of the 
river, and communicating with each other 
inland. In forae places banks have been 
made all round, to keep the water, as in 
paddy grounds. 

The river here runs fo rapidly that it 
has deepened its bed; the banks are ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water, yet at that depth there is not 
the leaft variation in the' colour of the 
foil. 

The furface of the earth at a diftance 
from the river is w'hitifli, having a mix- 
ture of fait for about half a foot in depfib*; 

.and 
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and below t^at, a dark brown earth, the 
fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftance to the eaftward, we 
faw a long chain of lofty mountains rang- . 
ing N. W. and S. E. called the Curdiftan 
mountains. 

FRIDAY, JULY 7. ■ 

We fet out at four o’clock this morn- 
ing; ahd at eight, by an E. N. E. courfe, 
entered' the river Tigris, called by the 
Arabs, Shat-el-Amaar. Nearly oppo- 
fite, on the eaftern banks of the Tigris, 
is a fmal! town called Coote, off which 
feveral ftout veflels were lying at anchor. 

; iTbe fflain bq^y of the river runs S. S. E.; 
and from the beft obfervation I could 
make, it appeared that the Hie, which 
we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to w^r thip country, but had in 
courfe of time increafed to a very large 
; - riverj 
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river, containing liiuch more frelh water 
than'the Thames. 

The Tigris is here above a mile broad; 
and, though reckoned at its height, on 
account of the fnow melting upon the 
mountains, tlie banks Were upwards of ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water. Several large droves of camels 
were grazing upon its banks. 

We found the river very crooked, wind- 
ing from N. N. E. to South. ^At fix 
o’clock pafled a Turkilh camp pitched on 
the wefiern banks, and made our boats 
fafi: to the fame banks, about half a mile 
above them. The Turkifh tents had a 
very.handfome appearance, ^ fome being 
red, others green; . andJome white. The 
array confifted of fix thoufand horfe ; and 
the Bafiiaw had two armed vefiels to at- 
tend him on the river; thefe were about 
150 tons burden each, and W'ere built 

much like the Grabs in the East-Indies, 

' ' ' ■ ' 

/ • This 
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This army had been fent to pimifh fomc 
rebellious Arabs in this neighbourhood, 
who had murdered the Sheik of Hill a, 
and feveral other officers under the Turkilh 
Government. Our Sheik dreffed himfelf 
and half a dozen of his flaves in their belt 
clothes, and paid a vifit to the Bafhaw. 

SATURDAY, JUDY 8’-. 

We (truck our tents at three o’clock 
this morning, and continued rowing and 
tracking inceffantly till twelve, when we 
refied under fome willows till three, the 
courfe of the river winding from S. W, to 
■Weft. We found an intolerable (tench 
from the Weftern banks, and were in- 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of 'fbihe iCtabs who had been put to death 
by the Turkifli Rfmy. We were alfo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious 
Arabs had efcayed flight on the ap- 
proach of armyj leaving behind them 
their flocks, which were feized by order 

of 
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of the Baftiaw, and driven to Bagdad to 
be fold. 

We tracked till half paft fix o’clock, 
and then pitched our tents on the weftern 
banks of the river. 

SUNDAY, JULY 9 . 

We fet out at four o’clock, and conti- 
nued rowing and tracking till twelve, 
when we remained an hour to kill a bul- 
lock. The courfe of the river winding 
from N. W. to N. N. E. we tracked till 
three o’clock, and flopped an hour to re- 
frefli ; then tracked up the weftern banks 
till half paft fix. 

I took my gun, attended by an Arab, 
and went a-fliooting upwards of a mile 
from the banks of the river. I thot feve- 
ral kinds of birds, particularly fomc very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 
fize of Englhh pheafants. 
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It did riot appear that this parj; had ever 
been cultivated; nor did I perceive any 
figns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, which are in general covered 
with a thick jungle of willows and flirubs. 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflage through the jungle, for their ftieep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are in :riiaay<‘ places fo fteep, that 
fhey are even ohlige*^ them, and 

make a road to the water’s edge. 


Though the river is here at lead: two 
miles broad, two of the guards, who were 

ftationed 


At the upper end of a fraall ifland, 
near the middle of the river, we faw the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under water. 
She was loft there three weeks before, and 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board four lacks of Spanifti dollars, and 
other fpecie, and being loaded with cop- 
per Tor Bussora. The owners have a 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the loweft, which 
is ufualiy about Chriflmas. 
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llalioned to watch the Yeffel, fwam acrofs- 
In fwimming they greatly afsift thera- 
felves by the Ikin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under their 
breaft, where, however, it is not fattened, 
but only kept in its potition by one hand, 
while they puth forward with the other 
and their feet; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almoft as foon as a boat- 
Their clothes, and fometimes their fire- 
arms, they fatten on the top of the head, 
and carry them over, perfectly dry. Thefe 
men having informed us, that we thould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was very little jungle, 
W'e croffed the river at nine o’clock. 

I . ■ 'flJ: ^ 

MONO AYy ‘JULY 10.- - 

Before we fet out this morning, we 
were vifited by fome Arabs from the 
neighbouring encampments, which * ex- 
tended, to,the right and left, as far as the 
eye could .reach, having with them innu- 
merable flocks of theep and herds of Ga;ttle, 

' ■■ " We 
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We were perfeaiy fafe among thefe people, 
and our Sheik informed us, that we became 
wholly out of danger as W'e approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
out at fun-rife, and palTed feveral droves 
of camels grazing on the banks. The 
river ran very crooked till eleven o’clock, 
when we entered a long reach lying N.E. 
and S. W. the flream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half broads 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the hot winds, called by 
the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove 
very" deftructive, particularly at this fea- 
fon. They are moll dangerous between 
twelve and three o’clock, when the at- 
mofphere is at its greateft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur- 
fade ov-er which they pafs. If it be over 
a defert, where there is no vegetation, 
they extend their diraenfionswith amazing 
velocity, and then their progrefs is fome- 
times to windward. If over grafs, or any 
other ve^tation, they foon diminifti, and 
'lofe much of their force. If over watery 

they 
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they lofe all their eledrical fire, and 
afcend; yet I have fometimes felt their 
elFects acrofs the river where it was at 
leall a mile broad. An inftance of this 
happened here. Mr. Stevens was bathing 
in the river, having on a pair of Turkifh 
drawers. On his return from the water, 
there came a hot wind acrofs the river, 
which made his drawers and himfelf per- 
fectly dry in an inftant. Had fuch a cir- 
cumftance been related to him by another 
perfon, he declared, he could not have 
believed it. I was prefent, and felt the 
force of the hot wind ; but Ihould other- 
wife have been as incredulous as Mr. 
Stevens. 

Captain Reid, who had often been my 
companion in fiiooting (an amufement of 
which he was equally fond as myfelf), 
having been unwell, I had been, deprived 
of his company, for above a w'eek paft; 
and he now became fo much overpowered 
by the excefsive hedt, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk. The heat being alfo too 
much for our rowers, at noon we made 

G 


our 
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Qur boats faft to the eaftern banks of the 
fiver, where our people retted under the. 
lhade of fome willows for two hours. 

Going through the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw fome partridges at a 
little diftance, and was tempted to try if 
1 could getafliot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
from the excefeive heat of the Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river; 
for, though my feet were not bliftered, 
yet the ikin foon after peeled off the foies. 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
loots, , which 1 found extremely conve- 
nient both with refpedt to the heat, and 
as a fafeguard from the reptiles and veno- 
mous infedts, which in foiiie places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
c&reful never to go out again fo lightly 

equip^d. : , - 

. ■' 'I "" 

At two o’clock weToforaed our voyage, 
and/iConti»ued ttadkir^ up the eafteni 
banks of the river till half pall fix. 
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My feet being very tender from wliat I 
had fufFered at noon, and an impenetra- 
ble jungle lying behind us, in which 
our people faid there were many lions, I 
contented rayfelf with ihdoting pigeons 
by the river fide near the boats, whither 
they came ih great Anmbers- to! drink at 
fun-fet. ''"i ; '.i’ ‘ ^ 
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■ i,i;. . • &■' '’}■ 

We fet out again at half pafl: four 
o’clock, and tracked up the eaftern 
banks, the courfe of the river winding 
very much, and bearing From N. E. to 
Weft. At noon we crofted, and tracked 
tip the weftern banks, till the evening, 
when we recrofled, and pitched our tents 
near an extenfive Arab encampment, 
where the river was above a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
hfenfioh * from >the neighbouring Arabs, 
toy down neat our tents, and took his rd* 
■gular flee^.~. .;il ^ . j^i 

-T I , ■ r- _ - j-iv- ; = - ’■ ' 

■ 0 2.,.'- , ^ Captain 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed- 
ingly ill, and, asitfeeraed, muft inevitably 
perilh without fome medical afsiftance. 
He was much troubled with bile, and had 
a liver complaint. I had brought fome 
medicines with me from India, made up 
by our furgeon, and wilhed to give Cap- 
tain Reid an emetic to take oif the bile ; 
but on examining my drugs, tliough 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I found the 
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet 
when the fhip was llranded on the ifland 
of Carrick. 

In tliis neighbourhood were many pe- 
licans, by far the largeft birds that fly. I 
often ftiot at them, but was never able to 
take one. 


4 i WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 

V 

Mis. fet .out this morning at four o’clock, 
and continued tracking, till two; then 
hopped till three to refrelh. The river 
^ winding as before from N, E, to Weft, 

with 
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with fhprt reaches, we met feveral KirafFes 
laden with refreftiments for the Turkifti 
army, the cargo of one of them conlifting 
entirely of water melons. 

We continued tracking till half pail 
fix o’clock, having heeh interrupted fome 
time by a'difpute among our boatmen, 
who fought up to the middle in water, 
fome with fpears, others with tolwas. 
Several fpears were broken, but no lives 
loft. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en- 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 


We made our boats faft to the eaftera 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
near the ruiiws of the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon, 


THURSDAY, JULY 13, 

Departing this morning at half paft 
four, we tracked up the eaftern banks, 
G 3 ' and 



A jOtfSlirEY f ROM INDIA, 

and often obferved, that in many parts 
the current fetting againft them had worn 
thenv away confiderably. The banks 
being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the furface of the water, we faw the 
foundations of feveral ancient buildings, 
which were chiefly of brick, and fo 
ftrongly cemented together as often to 
overhang the water. Here were alfo vifi- 
ble a great many earthen jars ; fome half 
expofed, othei^ ready to fall into the river ; 
and fome of them were of Angular con- 
ftrudtion. 


The riwr here takes a circuit to the 
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves 
only a narrow neck of land, on which 
are flill ftanding many lofty walls and 
towers,' being fragments of ancient 
CtesIphon. 


We met with feveral flout veflels, fome 
upwards of two hundr^ tons burden, 
laden with foe-wood, and bound to Bag- 
dad. They- aj^eared to me of fuch a 

Angular conftruftion, and fo ill adapted 
o .. for 
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for tjie ptirpofe, that I was induced to 
take a fketch of. one of thepa. 

The rudder is compofed of a great 
rjuantity ot rough timbers very aukwardly 
put together, and is guided by a tiller. 
They areibuiJjt erf* very coarfe materials, 
and cotered. with a thick coat of bitumen. 
The lofty head is generally ornamented 
with a variety of fliells duck into the bi-f 
tumen. They form altogether a very un- 
couth fpeciwn of naval architeaure, and 
require twenty, and fometimes thirty 
tiackeis; but when the wind blows ftrong, 
even they are not able to move them. 

On my enquiring the reafon why they 
^aiid^'.'qfe.of yeffels fo ill adapted to the 
;a- man' with a very flight 
khowiedge*' ;of naval arch itedl ure might 
fdon difcover their inconveniences, and 
d|f^mg, that a veiTel built upon a plan 
fimilaf to our ware barges would carry m 
f»wch%i^dj:-;,draw Ms water, , and might 
be worked with one-third of the men; ?lbc 
‘ ‘ '0 4, anfwer 
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anfwer I received convinced me of the 
danger and inutility of attempting any in- 
novation among thefe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their fore-fathers ; thus 
the fons of a carpenter are all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always 
built velTels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be reckoned very prophane in 
them to deviat<§; from the cuftom of their 
anceftors. This completely folves the 
problem, and ihews to what a length fu- 
perftition and prejudice is carried among 
them. 

Thefe people have continued from the 
earlieft period tofpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and 
drink in the fame manner. Their mode 
of warfare is jftill the fame ; and fcarcely 
the fiighteft deviation has taken place in 
their manners and cuftoms, prejudices and 
pafsions ; though almoft every other na- 
tion has undergone a thorough revolution 
within a few centuries. 

Should 
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Should a man here, * convinced of a 
defedt in any branch of trade, olFer to 
adopt an improvement, complaint would 
foon be made to the Mufti, and the artift 
probably pay for his temerity with his 
life. 

At fun-fet we palled Javer, on the 
'weftern banks of the river. Though but 
a fmall town, it is much celebrated on 
account of a very beautiful mofque that 
ftands in it. At nine o’clock we croffed 
the mouth of a large xiver running from, 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el- 
Deaal, and at half paft nine made our 
boats fall to the eallern banks of the river, 
which w’ere here upwards of twelve feet 
above the furface of the water. They 
were likewife fo fteep that we could 
fcarcely afcend^ them ; and we found the 
tpp of them fo rough with fmall Ihrubs, 
that we were obliged to clear a place be- 
fore we could lie down. Among thefe 
ihrubs, however* were many of delightfuJ 
firagrairce, " , - ■ ,,^3..^, , 

' f MDAf, 
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FRIDAY, JULY li. 

We fet out this morning at two o’clock, 
and continued tracking till two in the 
afternoon, when we reached Bagdad. 
The river was very crooked, being nearly 
round the compafs, ■ yet from the place 
where wdlet odt in the morning was only 
three hours walk by land. 

We arrived at the houfe of Mr. J. I.. 
i^ENAUD* (an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
BUssoRA')! which was very conveniently 
fituated adjacent to the river. 

An Engliftiman has at Bagdad a 
privilege which is not granted to the peo- 
I&5 of aiiy other nation. Whatever bag- 
gage he may have with him, inftead of 
being taken to the Cultoto-^houfe, is al- 
lowed tube carrfed to the place where he 
is going to refide, arid ah officer of the 
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it. , ‘ 
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This privilege was obtained by the feli- 
citation of Mr. Manesty in favour of his 
countrymen, and will at all times be ad- 
vantageous to the intereft as well as the 
convenience of a traveller. 

Bagdad is feated on the eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and populous 
city, extending along the banks of the 
river about three miles; and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 
miles, gives it the form of an oblong 
fquare. The houfes, though very inferior 
to the European, are much better built 
than thofe of Bussora, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. ■ 

Many of the public-buildings, fuch as 
mofques, minarets, and hummums, are 
conllrucled of hewn Hone, and make a 
very handfome appearance. Here is alfo 
an extenfive Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with variety of articles; but the prices in 
general are much higher tlian at Buss ora. 

' > . • • 1 t 

. - The 
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The Armenians are the principal mer- 
chants here ; the manufactories carried on 
are few, and thofe confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as Ihoes, boots, clothes, 
fadlery, and culinary utenfik 

The Armenians at Mosul fend great 
quantities of copper down the Tigris to 
Bagdad upon rafts of timber.faftened to- 
gether. On their arrival the rafts are fold, 
wood being very fcarce here. T. he copper 
is afterwards {hipped for Bussora on-board 
large dows, which are ufually about fix 
months in performing the voyage thither 
and back again. The copper is in fmall 
round cakes about fix inches broad, and 
nearly two inches thick in the middle, 
hut gradually doping to the edges. It is 
of a quality nearly the fame as Englifli 
battery cake copper. 

= . This trade, which has not long been 

carried on, is faft increafing to a very great 
extent; foi^foraetimes ftiips fail from Bus- 
sora laden almoft entirely with copper; 
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and I am pcrfuaded that it will in time 
prove prejudicial to the Engli/h manufac- 
tories. Labour being much cheaper in 
thefe countries than in Europe, they are 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro- 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in it. 

Though Bagdad is much better buiit 
than any other city in this part of the 
world, it is fiill very inferior to many 
cities in Europe. Every houfe wears the 
appearance of a prifon, as defcribed in 
Buss ORA, but compofed of better mate- 
rials ; they are in general of brick, and the 
timbers very good, being thofe which are 
floated down the Tigris. . 

* - ' I ' ' ' r ’ , ^ I 

. The ftreets are narrow and dufty. 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to fleep, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o’clock, always taking a Turkifti femnt 
with a lanthern, as it would have been 
very dangerous to walk at fueh, a time 
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulas# 
aad other noxious infedfs# were very nn# 
1 merons. 


94- A JOtrRNEt FEOM INDIA, 

nierous. Of the former I have frequently 
killed four or five in a night; they are of 
the large black kind, and their flings often 
prove mortal. 

All perfons at this feafon of the year 
fleep on the tops of their houfes ; and I 
have often been entertained by feeing the 
people run-off with their, clothes in their 
hands at fun-rife ; for as foon as it has rifen 
above the horizon it becomes excefsively 
hot. I foon learned, however, that even 
looking over our own parapet-wall was a 
&ed of dangep; for that the Turks would 
not hefitatea moment to flioot at any per- 
fon whom they might difcover overlooking 
their houfes. The houfe where I fleptwas 
near the middle of the city, and very 
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex- 
liept tbeiniinarets, the feraglio, and a few* 
houfes belonging to the minifters and prin- 
<%)saToffioers. . 

w ^ / •» . t I * ^ ^ s , s ft I * 

Here ar#-naasy nrates,' much larger and 
Eery different from ahy that we haerc ia 
EvaopE. They build their nefls upon the 
■ ’ tops 
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lops of the minarets and the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never raolefted, 
and are In confeqiience very tame. I have 
often been within two yards of their nelis 
without exciting in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, 
many poor people are conftantly employed 
in carrying water from the river in tkins. 
Some take it on their backs, while others 
have ades and mules. 

Without the walls, to the wetiward, is 
entirely defert, not having the lead traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks of the 
river. Behind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barrennefs prevails; there is no 
water nor any cultivation. /rTo thie eaft- 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
are excellent gardens, which extend about 
four miles; and a great many houfes filled 
with inhabitants dand without the walls. 

‘ ' s ' ■ 

The city;^ however, is chiefly fuppiied 
with fruits and vegetables from the oppo* 

dte 
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fite fide of the river, where there is much 

cultivation. 

# 

The Baftiaw and fome of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh- 
bourhood. This was the fcite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander’s generals, who fucceeded 
to the government of < this part of the 
country ; ‘and feveral of his coins are ftill 
to be met with in Bagdad. The gold 
coin is worth about two guineas; it bears 
as ftrong an imprefsion of the head as the 
ancient Roman coins, but has a long 
beard. 



A little farther, towards Hilla, are 
fiill to be feen fome rains of ancient Ba- 
bylon. 

During my flay at Bagdad the Turkifli 
amiy, confifting of fix thoufand horfe, 
returned from their encampment on the 
banks of the Tigris ; and their crofsing 
the river over a. bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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ijpper end of the city at fun-rife in regu* 
lar procefsion, had a very pretty appear- 
ance. The day before their arrival they 
fent to Bagdaj) as many hieep and cattle 
as fold for a lack and a half of piafters» 
Thefe were the flocks that belonged to the 
rebellious Arabs. 

Bagdad at prefehl is fuppofed to con- 
tain more treafure than any city of equal 
fize in the world ; and the imfnenfe quan- 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in llie 
cofters of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of Bagdad feems to warrant fuch a con- 
jecture. He was murdered a few months 
ago by-confpirators employed againft him 
by the prefentKya; and when theBathaW 
feized on his property, an exadt account 
was taken of his treafure^ which amounted 
in value to upwards of 3,000,0001. fterling?, 

The following ftory is related of the 
late Kya by the merchants; and many of 
them, much to their forrow, are enabled 
to vouch for the truth of it; it alfo proves 
to what a length many of the . Turkifli 
. . H Minifters 
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M'inifters and Baftiaws cany their tyranny 
and opprefsion. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Bafhaw, and kept a moft ftridt watch 
over the conduct of all officers, civil and 
military; hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the confpiracy. 
He was withal very avaricious, and in- 
vented' many fiiigular methods of adding 
f#eafure_jf'ajnbng''mhers,|.tlte follow- 
ing proved very productive : he always 
kept fpies over the merchants in the Ba- 
zar; and when he heard of any difpute 
among them, he would firft fend for one 
of the parties, queftion him refpecting the 
matter in’ difpute, and, under a plea of 
the government being in want of money, 
enquire how much he would give to gain 
his caufe. The fum was ufually in pro- 
, phtfidh'td the Wealth of the complainant, 
and the ahimofity between the, parties; 
fe^etimes fo much as four or five thoufand 
piafters.i -He would | -then - fet this man 
afide, fetaJ{ party, and ex- 

amine him fefpe^kg the quarrel, and as 
■to the fum that he would give to gain his 
; V. . caufe. 
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Caufe. This done, he would confront the 
two parties, and decide in favour of him 
who had given the greater fum, returning 
the other his money, with fome harfti cen- 
fures of his coiidudt. At length this prac- 
tice of the Kya Was attended with a very 
good elfe<5t. The naerchants found them- 
felves/fo egregioufly fooled and fleeced, 
that whenever any difpute occurred, they 
were very glad to fettle it amicably among 
themfeives, taking all pofsible care to pre- 
vent its reaching the ears of the Kya. 

The prefent Kya can neither read nor 
write. He was originally a Georgian flave 
boy, and brought up in the Haram; but 
was afterwards raifed to an inferior office 
on the military eftablilhment. Having 
heard that the Bafhaw’s daughter wiftied 
to marry him, he gained over fome of the 
military and civil officers, and^ caufed the 
KLya to be murdered one evening as he was 
returning from the Seraglio. When the 
Bafliaw heard of it he immediately fled for 
protedlion into the Haram, where he con- 
; H 2 cealed 
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cealed himfelf till he was informed that 
no injury was intended towards him. 


There was a confiderable commotion in 
the city for a few days, which, however, 
was foon fettled by orders being iffued, 
that whoever was found in arms in the 
llreets fhouid immediately be put to death. 
The was foon after appointed 

i-tilf ^ Whaw’s 

d^tlghfer,’!"^ '’’^1 • i ^ 


When it became necelTary to tranfmit 
.an account of the affair to Constanti- 
jrbrtE, it „was«fl;ated, that the late Mi- 
nifier had intended to poifon the Bafhaw, 
‘ which was the eaufe of his being put to 
dcatlw 

the prefent Kya; he 
does appear 't© be thirty years. ®f 'age, 
is comely# and has a very graceful figure f 
but In aJiprobabyity .l» will not continue 

of princes in -this 
country ate extremely precarious# perhaps 
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more fo than in any other country in the 
univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
aflafsinatcd within the Jaft twelve months. 

T!ie laft of thefe was the celebrated 
Sheik Twyney, who was flaiii, while afleep 
in his tent, by a flave belonging to the 
Waaby. This happened only a week ago; 
the news arrived foon after we came to 
Bagdad, and has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the 
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
clieck the progrefs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked and defeated 
the Turkifh army, and it was apprehended 
that he would reach Bussora. 



Few t Europeans tranfa<St any bufinefs at 
B AG D A dV or keep any Confuls there. The 
Englifti have no Conful, but their bufinefs 
is managed by an Armenian named Coja 
Makill, a very refpedtable man. I had 
letters ‘ t® another Armenian merchaat 
named Coja Stephon Babeck, a fOiry 
worthy man, wha.fpeaks tolerably good 
H 3 Englilh, 
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Englilh, and, I believe, is the only refi- 
dent in the whole city that underftands 
a word of it. 

The French at prefent have here a 
Conful named Rousseau, v/ho is a rela- 
tion of the famous writer JeanJaques. 
They do not, however, carry on much 
bufmefs here/ ljaving at prefent no com- 
miioicatiottTlvtlhi .India'.'#, ^Plbe, ''preach, 
during the prefent war, have often at- 
tempted to fend difpatches to India by 
way of Bussora and Muscat, but thefe 
have always been intercepted by the vigi- 
lance. o£»the Baft-India Company’s Refi- 
dent" at’ Bussora. Here are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear to have Very little 
employment; many offered me their fer- 
vices as interpreters and companions to 
s but I refufed theii* 
iferv^itv are* at all tmmi and 
|a_rt»cttlarly: : Oh ' luch , a "i^uirtiey, a very 
great’ .incwiahrah!©®,; I. ' would never 
xecommeh^'-ia ■peisfi^ '#ho travels to em^ 
ploy any- otfet: than; the people of the 
country he-ipay- -fee in... . 
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The following circumftance feryes to 
fliew in what refpe<5l: the Englifli are held 
here : 

Mr. Renaud, though only a clerk to 
Mr. Manesty, about five o’clock one 
afternoon waited on the Bafliaw for a 
firmaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio, he heard fame men crying 
out moft lamentably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafhes each, a punilhment almoft 
equal to death. He defired the people to 
defift, as he could not bear to hear the 
men’s flirieks, (who by the bye had only 
received five or fix ftrokes on the foies of 
their feet) and he would intercede with 
the Bafliaw to mitigate their punilhment. 
On his iDOTtioning this atfair to the 
Bafliaw, the latter replied, that for his 
fake he would not only releafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
llioujd he entirely at his difpofal, 

y:,’- , . .'it 

As foon as Mr. Renaud returned*’ he 
told us the circumftance. About Dine 
H 4 o’clock 
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o’clock the fame eTentng, while we were 
at fupper on the .top of the houfe, the 
two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
to us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr, 
Renaud,, who fpeaks the Arabic as flu- 
ently as Englifh, told them that he had 
prevailed with the Baihaw to releafe them, 
and they were now at full liberty to go 
where they; pieafed. It is iropofsible to 
gi;Ye'':the . teadep.an adequate idea; of tlr© 
alteration in the poor men’s countenances 
when they heard ti)is. They fell on their 
knees, and prayed to Gon arrd the Prophet 
to protect their deliverer. 

Captain Reid being now exceedingly 
ill, and there not being the leaf! profpea 
of his recovery, my other companions 
being alfo unwell, I began to prepare for 
inyMepartufet Mr. Renaud having obi 
taihed iny paffport, or firmaun, under the 
Ba^aw’s feal, and having alfo engaged a 
Tatar, nanaed:SiAD AsMib Aga, to ati 
tend me, ' h--- 
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The Mookadar (or keeper of the feals) 
paid us a vilit, whick was coniidered as a 
very great honour. He gave dire<5tiQns to 
the Tatar in my prefence to be attentive 
to the prefervation of my perfon and pro- 
per! for that otherwife he fttoiild forfeit 
ids head. I had aow;for4he firtt time an 
opportUidty of pbferying the ceremony of 
perfuming, &:c. w'hich is ufually paid to 
men of confequence, ' But the Mookadar 
was an exception to one very general cuf- 
tom amongft' the Turks, as he did 'not 
fmoke tobacco. On his taking leave he 
was complimented with an elegant white 
muflin turban and cumberband, the arti- 
cles molt compionly prefented on vifits of 
pereinony, ^ * 


i . 


■ 'M'y'faftar'drefs’l^ing'ready, as well as 
the trappings of my korfe, I began to pre- 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Though I was to travel under the title of 
Oonful, yet it was neceffary to wear the 
Tatar drefe, to avoid being infuited by the 
populace, as is always the cafe when they 
difcover an European, whom they call 
I ■ " ■ Fringui, 
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Fringui. I had alfo my head fliaved, 
which I found to be of great fervice, as it 
kept me cool, and was more convenient to 
me in wearing the Tatar drefs. 

I had entered into a written agreement 
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piafters; five hundred to be paid in ready 
money at Bagdad before my departure, 
and the. remaining three hundred ©h «ty 
Me Arrival at Constantinople ; arid he 
engaged not to take any other paflengers 
or merchandize under his care. I took 
billB from Bagdad on Constantinople 
both for my Tatar’s three hundred piafters, 
and the money I had provided for the re- 
mainder of my journey. I had alfo let- 
ters of ^credit on Constantinople from 
Mr. Manesty, in cafe I ftiould have oc- 
cafion for more money. 

My drefs confifted of a yellow cap about 
a foot high, broad at top and almoft flat, but 
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted 
the head. The lower part of the cap ;:was 
iqpvered all round with black 

5 ' about 
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about four inches deep, the infide lined 
and quilted, and in tbe upper part duffed 
with wool extremely tight. Being thus 
calculated to relift any weapon, it is an 
excellent fafeguard to the head. This 
cap, which being very heavy, Teels un- 
pleafantly at firft, is called a Culpack, and 
is qnly worn by the Tatars. My otherar- 
tides of apparel were, a brown cloth coat 
trimmed with a broad black ftlk binding, 
wrapping quite round the body with ftiort 
wide ffeevesi ^nd hanging down to the 
calf of the leg; blue Turkilh trowfers 
trimmed with black filk binding, made, 
very wide, but buttoning tight round the 
fmall of the leg; and ftrong red boots to 
pull over the trowfers as high as the calf 
of the leg. The under-drefs is a Turkilh 
gown, with long fleeves buttoning clofe 
round the Wrifl;; and a Ihirt without a 
collar. Turks of all defcriptions have the 
. entirely bare. The Tatars wear 
drawers ; but I wore a pair of ftrong leather 
breeches under my trowfers, which I found 
pf very -great fervice., A cumberba^;?: 
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about fix yards long was tied very lightly 
round my waift, and in this I hung a 
brace of piftols, befide having a large 
Turkifii fabre faftened round my middle 
with a belt. My -European clothes, and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion lor, 
I had packed up in wax cloth ; Ihirts, 
* ftockings, and other necefiaries that 1 
fliould have occafion for on the journey, I 
‘ ■put "into a leatlier-pbuch,'," ’^htclv-Was 
faftened behind the faddle. 


THURSDAY, JULY 20. 

Being with my Tatar completely 
equipped, at five o’clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my compa- 
nions. Captain Reid was reduced almoft 
to a Ihadow by the excefsivo heat of the 
Olimate: be had been my companion in 
many agreeable excuffiOns, arid I could 
fcarceiy refrain from tears bri thus taking 
leave of him, wifborit the fmalleft hqjie 
of ever feeing him again, > ; 
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"We rode near a mile through the Bazar, 
where the merchants, having been ap- 
prized when I lliould go, were waiting 
witii their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure, upwards of two hundred under his 
charge, this being the only method they 
liave of forwardjng letters from one city 
to another. etThe merchants and,. Tatars 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms ; and the office of Tatar, as it is of 
the grcateft trull, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive confiderable prefents from the mer- 
chants. The letters are not any great in- 
convenience to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage ; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confiderable city, 
the merchants immediately go to the Conae 
for, their, letters, . 

Near the wed:ern gate of the city a 
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded. 

As foon as we were, without the gates 
we fet off at a brifk trot^ the firft part of 
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our road being R perfea defert, without 
the leaft appearance of vegetation. Havl ng 
ridden about four iDilcs, we overtook the 
Tatar’s fervant with three horfes, the one 
on which he rode had my European 
clothes, a few neceffaries belonging to the 
Tatar, and a couple of leathern bottles 
with water. The fecond horfe had only a 
cloth on him and a bridle; being brought 
asa referve, in cafe of any aceidept hap- 
" pening to the other horfes. The third was 
laden with two bales of merchandize, a 
thing esprefiy againft our agreement. I 
had adually deprived myfelf of- many ne- 
ceffariesthat I might not be encumbered; 
and now finding that my latar had de- 
ceived me, I thought of returning to 
Bagdad, and charging him with his 
breach of contraa. Reproaching him for 
hiscondua, I threatened to return, which 
alaiCmed him: very much, as fuch a'ftep 
would in all probability have ruined him. 
He foiemnly affured me^„that he fliould 
only take them to JdoahL. 

Though 
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Tiiough much difconcerted by this con- 
<lu<5t in my Tatar, yet having already paid 
him five hundred piafters, I thought it 
better to proceed, even though I might be 
detained a few days. The Tatar then pro- 
mifing to make as much hafte as pofsible, 
we continued our Journey, and about nine 
miles from Bagdad arrived at the banks 
of a branch of the Tigris. The road was 
here very rough, and full of fiunted 
Ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at 
ten o’clock . pafled thyough the town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
flocks of ftiecp, watched by Ihepherds for 
fear of the jackalls, which were very nu- 
merous, and made a moft hideous noife* 
On crofsing a plain weftward of Yankja, 
though between ten and eleven o’clock at 
night, li felt much inconvenience from a 
hot and fulphureous wind. I tied a hand- 
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till . it 
pafled us, and my Tatar did the fame; 
but I began to apprehend fome danger. 
As thofe winds were fo flrong even in the 
night, whathavock might they not make 
when the fun was at its height, and, the 

earth 
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earth at its greateft heat i We continued 
oiir journey at the rate of about five miles 
an hour till eleven o’clock, when we ar- 
rived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we flept in the open air on a quilt and a 
pillow, with all our clothes on» This place 
and Yankja are both fmall ftraggling 
towns, every houfe being furrounded by a 
feparate mud wall*. . , - IJ i,. . 

ft-"' **•*'•’) ‘■.-■‘.’.Mb 

FRIDAY, JULY 21 . 


We fet out this morning at half paft 
four o’clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three horles. 
We pafied’ through feveral villages, and 
faw many very fine fields of corn, with 
great quantities of game. Smill cuts that 
ledTrom a-large .canal fupplied the country 
wi& water, andinade it:>very rich; the 
Iwridges over, thefe cuts, were .nairow, and 
fometimes dangerous foqthe horfes to pafs# 
being only/, a few 'ftiefcs iaid 'acrofs, and 
covered wlthT'iclay*.'’' .y-' ■’.; ■■ 
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The Turk, to fliew his dexterity, went 
on full gallop over One of thofe bridges; 
but his horfe fell down^ and threw him td 
a confiderable diftance. 

We continued our toute at the rate of 
four miles an hour till half paft fix o’clock j 
wheb we arrived at a Conac in a fraall 
village; called Hope* Here I breakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to fleep under 
the lhade of fome trees near the canal. 
A very fine ftream of clear water ran 
through the village^ in which were large 
quantities of turtle. 

We fet out again at half paft four 
o’clock, galloped for fome time over an. 
open defert country, and at feVen ar* 
rived at a fni^li town* furrounded by a 
mud wall, dalied Massabbas, near the 
banks of the river Deaal. In this neigh- 
bourhood were the remains of fome mili- 
tary entrenchments. We faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one 
of extraordinary fize drew near us, and 

1 did 
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did Dot appear alarmed.' Being very well 
mounted, I rode full gallop towards him 
with my fabre in my hand, expedting the 
creature would have run away ; but I was 
foon deceived ; for when I came near him, 
he put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
prefenting one fide, and inclining his head 
towards me. I thought it prudent to 
make;,a' precipitate .retreat, , and am of 
;<5ipinioii th^thad I, attacked; him hf would 
havedeftroyed bothmyfelf andhorfe; for, 
though I had both a fabre and piftols, I do 
not imagine that I could have made any 
iraprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal. 

We hiow rode at the rate of five miles an 
hour, eroded the river Dea al over a ftone 
bridge which had two very lofty ftone 
pillars at one end, and at half paft nine 
, ,^*|elopk: iarrived at a village called , Chu- 
. c RUCdk% T; where j we flept nnidhe 'bare 
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at half paft one o-dock, as we were 
remountag, a large party of Arabs on 
horfeback entered the village. We pur- 
fued our Journey at the rate of fourndles 

the river Deaal over a (lone bridge at a 

village called Dbaap-abbas. Before dl! 

break we met feveral parties of Arabs on 
horfeback between CBravcoAN and this 

very feldom flopped to fpeak to then. 

onty giving the cuflomaryfalutation as we 

paffid. Here I procured bread and new 

four and ^^. ■'“°_“''ted again at half pad 
tour and termngdue Eaft, paired throu-h 

a well cultivated country along the banks 

of the nver Deaac till fix o’clock, when 

we an-ived at AnAKAQun. 

4t"orroun.dnf1 " 

s mountains, running: Eaft . and 
' ^ Weft, 
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Weft, and is well watered by forae clear 
rivulets that run from the mountains. 
Though here is plenty of ftone, yet all the 
houfes are built with clay, and are only 
one ftory high. . In this place cranes are 
fo abundant, that there is fcarcely a houfe 
which has not feveral nefts upon it. They 
are very tame, and the inhabitants never 
moleft them. When any thing difturbs 
thefe birds, they make a violent clatter 
with their long beaks, which is Tometim^ 
repeated by the others all over the town; 

■ and this noife will fometimes continue for 
feveral minutes. It is as loud as a watch- 
man’s rattle, and not much unlike it in ^ 
found. 

From Adanaque we fet out on frefh 
horfes at half paft four o’clock, and af- 
cendcd the mountains by very narrow 
paffes. Some were cut through the folid 
rock,' giving room only for, one horfe to 
pafs at a time, Gn '&e top of one of thefe 
mountains fome Arabs were encamped, 
who exafted a few pfafters from my Tatar. 
There were indeed only half a dozen of , 

them. 
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them, but they were ail well armed ; and 
I obferved them getting their matchlocks 
ready, in cafe ray Tatar had refufed to 
comply with their demands. It requires 
fome time for a man to prepare a match- 
lock, as he has to ftrike a light. They are 
very certain at a fteady mark, but other- 
wife cannot be depended upon. They are 
chiefly riflc'barrels, and the Arabs are near 
a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains we en- • 
tered an extenfive vale, through which a 
conflderable river runs from Weft to Eaft, 
called by the natives Shat-el-Narin. 
There were feveral Arabs with their flocks 
on the banks of the river, which we crofled 
at fun-fet. Though a conflderable body 
of water, it k a fine hlear ftream; but has 
no bridge over it near this place. 

About the banks of this river were fe- 
verai very curious animals, a fpecies of the 
Jerboa as deforibed by Buffo n. They 
burrow like rabbits, feera very tame, and 
jfun very faft upon their hind legs. The 
13 tail 
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tail is extremely long in proportion to 
the body, and has a large white tuft at 
the end. When fitting on the ground 
they have much the appearance of rats, 
but are about twice the fize, and of a 
inuhc lighter colour. 

We continued our journey, travelling at 
the rate of about three miles an hour, and 
at teh'^o^cioclc airitdd at a totvn called 
Karatap A. Here my Tatar difmilled the 
fervant he brought from Bagdad, after 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
eleven we fet out again on frelh horfes, 
the Tilrit and his fervant ftiil accompany- 
ing us, 

SUNDAY, JULY 23 . 

ATfyer we left Karatapa, though the 
road was often veryim^ea, and we had 
fometticnes ^lffp^Bit^'*^wbugh to difcern 
any trade. We fod^ Ihll gallop the greater 
' part of the * way. One fervant tifually 
leads one pf two horfes, and thofe are 
2 ' whippedi 
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whipped by the Tatar or other fervants 
who follow. One of the fervants rode up 
to whip my horfe; but, being as well 
mounted as any of the party, I thought 
myfelf able to ride as well as they. It 
alfo appeared to me fomewbat difgraceful 
to fuffer my horfe to be whipped by another 
perfon; and on one of the fervants ftriking 
my beaft, I turned round and lalhed him. 
This was a broad hint, to be furc ; but it 
had the defired effect; for they never 
olfered to whip my horfe afterwards. 

Travelling ftill on full gallop, we paffed 
more of thofe encampments where the 
Arabs are ftationed to ‘exact money. As 
the night was very dark, no moon being 
vifible, and the roads exceedingly rough, 
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party 
but had one or more falls, though thofe 
cattle are in general very fure-footed. 

We arrived at Kuppree at half paft two 
o’clock, after crofsing the river Narin 
over a ftone bridge. > ^ 
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At four o’clock we fet out again on 
frefe horfes, and paffed over a very barren 
country, not meeting with a fmgie habi- 
■ tation. - We continued along the bafes of 
a chain of hills on our right, running Eaft 
and Weft, and, though galloping all the 
way, met with no accident, the road 
being in general very good. Some of our 
horfes, hpweyer, were fo much tired, that 
we were obliged to leaye them behind, 
and mount the led horfes which are al- 
ways kept in referve. At half paft fix 
o’clock we arrived at a town called Tus-* 
coMARTEE, where we refted, 

Tuscomartee is very pleafantly fitu- 
ated to the North, at the foot of fpme 
hills, and is well watered by feveral clear 
|treatns that flow from them. It com- 
paands ^ very fine prpfpedt over an exten-? 
five vale to the Sputh.5 m which it ftiould 
feem that in winter there isa^eat deal of 
grafs, if might jufige , from the long 
brown tufts remained. The fun 

is fo very powerful at this feafon as to de- 
ftroy all vegetation, expept near the rivulet§ 

w:""" 
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t!iat flow from the mountains, where we 
find numerous flocks pf fheep and herdg 
of cattle, Thefe, however, the Ihepherd? 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the evening, on account of the wild beafls. 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen m: twenty miles, J cou|d not 
difcover a Angle habitation. 

Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable, 
and the people were very attentive. In- 
deed, if any of the fervants, or even the 
mailers of the Conacs, had negledled their 
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to 
give theni a good horfe-whipping. 

Their mutton is very fine, as is their 
poultry alfo. Their kids too are very good ; 
but they dnefs their ifi£luals too much for 
an Englifhman, and eat extravagantly of 
the fat. Their bread is moftly in thin 
cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here 
was chiefly bread and milk. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon we left 
Tuscojwaetee i and, galloping the whole 

. > ' of 
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of the way over a barren country, arrived 
at half paft fix at a town called Taook. 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fame extenfive vale, which is about twenty 
miles over, and has a chain of mountains 
on each fide, running Eaft and Weft. 

We fet out from Taook at half paft 
eight o’clock^ and, after riding about four 
miles, arrived at a town called Tepeli.ee 
in the fame vale, watered by feveral 
ftreams flowing from the mountains on the 
North. We did not flop at Tepellee, 
but continued our journey, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and fometimes intricate, * 

In the nights, which were now very 
darkv I eouid notbut think that going full 
gallop ovet Tuch rough groubd mhft be 
attended with fome dangCTf ^od I therei- 
fore checked my Tatar; but while the 
day-light t50n&i|ed permitted him to go 
as faft as he chofe, » 
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The Tatars are excellent rklers, being 
the greater part ef their time on horfe« 
back ; they have not, however, the leaft 
regard for the beafts, but gallop up hill or 
down without diftinction, and keep on till 
fomctimes the horfe. fall under the fatigue, 
unable .to go anyiTarthef: - Keverthelcfs, 
thefe ’ tiories* are much more hardy and 
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of Eu- 
rope. The riders do not fceni to be much 
afraid of a fall, which often happens in 
galloping down'hiH; for the cap preferves 
the head, the curaberband the body, and 
the tlrong boots the legs; and the foot is 
very eafily difengaged from the ftirrups, 
which are iron-plates, nearly as long as 
the foot, 

MONDAY, JULY 24. 

We continued riding moderately till 
two o’clock, when we arrived at Kir- 
cooK, alfo fituated in the vale before- 
mentioned,, . .Tr. 
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We fet out again on frefti horfes at three 
o’clock, and foon after afcended the chain 
of mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found feveral Naphtha pits. 
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are about 
three feet deep, and into them the Naphtha 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very ftrong 
fmcll, nearly refembling that of our coal- 
tar. Juft above thefe pits were feveral 

TOcks of fait, , 

' ■ f 

We foon after found ourfelves among 
fome hills lhaped like hay-cocks, which 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and fheils, 
like thofe ufually feen on the fides of 
rivers. 


Toward the top of this chain of moun- 
tains, thefe round hills were very large; but 
they gradually diminiftied for about two 
mile^, when Vfe defeended into an exten- 
ftve'vale. '■= 

This v/as to us a great relief; for it was 
naoft unpleafant travelling among thofe 
5 hills, 
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hills, being obliged to make a zigzag 
courfe, and finding them in fome places fo 
extremely fleep, that it was wjith diffi- 
culty our horfes could keep their feet, tlie 
roimdifh pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thofe hills towards the 
bottom were not iattch larger than a good- 
fized hay-cock; and feen from the vale 
below they had a very flngular appear- 
ance, extending from Eaft to Weft, as far 
the eye could reach. 

This imraenfe range of mountains ap- 
pears as if it had once formed a barrier. 
Along the top are the remains of a very 
ftrong wall, built with ftone and cemented 
with bitumen. 

» ' ./ 

Soon after we had defeended into the 
vale, wepuftiedon, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppb.ee, 
Where we arrived at half paft feven o’clock. 

This is a large and populous town, built 
on an ifland formed by the river Alton, 

dividing 
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dividing itfetf clofe above the town, afid 
uniting again a littie below it, the town 
nearly covering the whole illand. Here 
is at prefent avery large garrifon of Turk- 
ifli foldiers ; and the town may be deemed 
impregnable, being difficult of accefs, and 
the ufe of artillery not known in this 
country. 

On entering the town w6 erofied the 
river, over which is a hone bridge of one 
arch, the higheft I ever faw. The paffage 
over this bridge is very difagreeable, it 
being exceedingly fteep on both tides, and 
like a Gothic arch running up to a point 
in tlie center. . The pavement upon the 
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe-had 
feveral falls before I got over it. This 
town is at prefent the capital of Turkiffi. 
CpR3biSTAN, and a Baffiaw refides in it. 

' fet out again at Jpve: o’clock in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town eroded 
the other branch of the river, over which 
is a bridge of two arches. This river eon- 

' ' ' Tains 
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tains a large body of water, and fells into 
the Tigris, a few miles below the town. 

Soon after we left Alton Kurpree, 
we entered a very fine and well cultivated 
country, fertile in corn and garden vege- 
tables, the fonner,being then about to be 
cut. A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, with very little cul- 
tivation ; nor did we fee much fertility till 
we arrived near Evrill, wdiich is thirty- 
two miles from Alton Kuppree. 

Evrill appears to have been formerly a 
place of fome importance, for It exhibits 
the remains of an old caftle on the top of 
an artificial hill on the Weft fide of the 
town, and inthe vicinity are fevcral Naph- 
tha pi|s. It isfaid to be the ancient Arbe- 
LA, near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
round it is an open champaign. We did 
not change horfes here, but continued our 
Journey, four miles farther, and at eleven 
o’clock arrived at a town, called Ankava. 
■ti's i,' ^ yor 
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For th6 greateft part of this jftage the roa4 
was very good* 

TUESDAY, JULY 25i 

This morning vre fet out from AfiKAVA 
at half paft one, and, riding very fall, at 
five reached a fmall town called Killick, 
on the banks of the river Zarp. Here; 
was *a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
palTage that muft take up a confiderable 
time, being without boats. The horfes 
and camels fwira acrofs, three Or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat’s Ikin inflated with 
wind, which he keeps under his breafti 
The merchandize and paffengers are car- 
ried over on a platform, which is fupported 
by the fame kind of Ikins blown up in 
]^Qpartion to the weight they hate to 
carry^ We crofled Over tn this manner, 
apd were^ i^ot detained long, the conduc- 
tors of the caravan giving iis, as llrangers, 
the prefereftciev 


The 
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Tlie Zarp is a very large and perfciSlly 
clear river, flowing from fome very high 
mountains to the northward, capped with 
fnow. The country near tlie river appears 
to be very fertile, and produces great quan- 
tities of corn, which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having croffed the 
Zarp, we were foon re-mounted, and 
after riding about fix miles through a fer- 
tile country, arrived at another .confider- 
able river called the Hazir, which flows 

from near the fame fource. This is not 

1 

fo large as the Zaep^ but as there were 
no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty 
we were enabled to ford it, being now un- 
ufually high on account of the fnow melt- 
ing from the mountains. 

We rode very fafl: over a fine champaign 
for about fix miles further, and at eight 
o’clock arrived at a town called Kara- 

KOOSH. 

Horfes not being ready, we had to wait 
an hour, though I was very anxious to get 
to Mosul this morning, as I thought it 

K would 


iso A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

would gain me a day. Horfes were 
brought a little after nine o’clock; but 
the fun was now become excefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire into the 
ihade, and fome of them down into deep 
tanks. This part of the country is 
reckoned the moft dangerous at this feafon, 
on account of the Samiel winds, which 
are now at their greateft ftrength, and 
,inore people are deftroyed by them than 
in any other way. Both my Tatar and 
myfelf being exceedingly well mounted, 
we fet out at full fpeed, and continued 
that pace mok part of the way, which is 
near twenty miles ; for the Samiel winds 
were beginning to rife before we could 
reach Mosul, and they would have gained 
krength fo fail, that I have no doubt if 
■ we had been an hour later, expofed as wc 
^re, the whole party, men and horfes, 
would have been lard dead on the ground. 
We reached Mosul £k a quarter before 
eleven o’clock, after erofsing the Tigris 
over a Imdge -of fe^ts. From my long 
expofure to the fun, the fkin had come 
off both my hands and face. Immediately 
,, ; $ . on 
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ton my arrival I went to batlie in the liimi- 
mums, which i found very refrelhing. 

Mosul, which is faid by fome of the 
ihbabitants to be the ancient N|NEVEH, is 
pleafantly fituated on a declivity upon the 
right banks of the Tigris. What it may 
formerly have been I cannot fay, but it is 
now a very large town, and contains many 
handfome buildings, exclufive of the huni" 
mums, mofques, and minarets, which are 
all built of hewn ftone. 

Here is not fo much referve of manners 
as in the cities to the eaftward, women of 
all dcfcriptions being nearly as much ex- 
pofed as in Europe. The town is very 
populous, and comprifes men of various 
religions ; but the great bulk of the inha- 
bitants are Curds, or, as the Arabs call 
them, Kurks. 

I took a guide and went over moft part 
of the town. The Bazar is large and well 
fupplied; and moft of the articles, except 
' * ‘ K 2 clothing, 
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clothing, are very moderate. The people 
appeared much more induftrioiis than any 
I had feen before fince I left India, Va- 
rious manufa<5torIes are carried on, and in 
fome they excel the Europeans. Their 
laddies and trappings for horfcs, in parti- 
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make 
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in 
them, which -feem to vie with the beft of 
our ^maiiufaiflures. They are alfo very 
dexterous in making edgings and trim- 
mings of various kinds, both for men and 
women. Their manufactories in copper 
and iron too are very numerous ; and a 
great variety of articles made of thofe 
metals are fent down the Tigris as low as 
BirssoRA, exclufive of the immenfe quan- 
tity of metal fent down unmanufadtured ; 

* for they get the ore in abundance from the 

" .feofuntains' to" the northward. £ ; - , 

T " The town of Mosul is fiirrounded by a 
IthOBg 'lofty waIT JbuHfc with hewn ftone. 
The wall is not entirely 

occupied tby hoiifes, many places being 
‘ • covered 
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covered with ruins, which proves that it 
has once been much more populous tiian 
at prefent, 

Dircdliy oppofite the Conac where I 
flopped was the Court of Juftiee. The 
trials here are .VeryThOft;. for in lefs than 
five minutes after the prifoner is taken be- 
fore the court, if he be found guilty, he 
is conveyed to receive his punifhment. 
Tlie Court of Juflice is opened at fun-rife; 
but it does not continue above two hours, 
for, as the reader will perceive, they have 
a method of difpatching bufinefs very 
quickly. 

I met here a Venetian Padre named 
Moneue, with whom I converted in Latin, 
which he fpoke very fluently. He had re- 
cently received letters from Constanti- 
nople, giving an account of the French 
having invaded his country, at which 
he feemed much concerned. He w'as a 
very intelligent pleafant man, and much 
more learned than many of the fraternity. 
He had his mifsion frona the Pope, had 
K 3 been 
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been at Mosul two years and eight 
months, and intended going to India 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
whole town that underftood either French 
pr Englifti. 


I here found that I could not proceed 
by the ufual route, on account of the 
then turbplent ftate of the country. The 
inhabitants of Jesseera were in open re- 
bellion againft the Turkilh government, 
had killed the Bafhaw, and committed 
many other exceffes. I was alfo told, that 
it was very dangerous to go even a few 
miles from Mosul without a ftrong guard. 
In confequence of this information, my 
Tatar waited on the Balhaw with the 
firmaun, who immediately ordered a 
guard of an officer and fixteen horfemen. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 


foi& olcfock in the afternoon we 
informed that our guards and fer- 
were ready. We mounted, and 

found 
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found them waiting for us at the weftern 
gate, 

I had now the mortification to find my 
Tatar again breaking his promife by taking 
the merchandize further. Though I had 
not hitherto been much detained by it, I 
thought that it might be a temptation to 
the numerous hordes of banditti that infeft 
this country; but as I had no alternative, 
I was forced to fubmit to this grofs impo- 
fition. The horfes belonging to the whole 
party were exceedingly good, and this 
was pcrfedlly ncceliary, as we had to travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty miles be- 
fore we could obtain frefti ones. The of- 
ficer’s Iiorfe was a beautiful white Arabian, 
exceedingly fwift, 

Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their beads a 
breathing, exercifed with their fpears, 
which'to me was one of the fined fights I 
had ever beheld. The officer wore a fcarlet 
gown and cameline ; his cap was near two 
feet highy and ffiaped like the crown of a 
K 4f hat; 
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liat; his beard was long and black; and 
he was about thirty years of age. The 
Ibldiers were drefled in white, with fcarlet 
caps and turbans, and only wore muf- 
taches. 

The unfettled date of the country com- 
pelied us to travel up the right banks of 
the Tigris, We rode moderately at about 
four mUes hour, and at fevon o’clock 
arrived at a fmall village on the banks of 
the river, where we refredied. The coun-r 
try through which we had paffed from 
Mosul to this village is very well culti- 
vated, producing great quantities of corn ; 
and nearly the whole of the way we faw 
ruins on both fides of the river, fome at a 
confiderable diftance, and others clofe on 
the banks. This village is fituatcd on the 
tdpjpf aa ahnoft perpendicular cliff, about 
a hundred and fifty yards above the river. 

We fot out again at eight o’clock, our 
guard now amounting to twenty liorfemen. 
The road fbon became very hilly and 
tugged ; but after we bad got through 

fomc 
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fome very fleep and narrow pafles, where 
only one horfe could gq at a time, vve 
again came to the banks of the Tigris. 
The night was dark, and the road fa very 
bad, that it was with much difficulty we 
could make any progrefs. We now turned 
to the fouthward," leaving the Tigris on 
9ur right, and joined a large caravan going 
tg PiARBEKiR. It confided of about two 
thoufand camels, three thoufand afics and 
mules, and one thoufand horfes; the whole 
being conducted by an Arab Sheik, with 
^ cpnfiderable number of guards. 

THURSDAY, JULY 27. 

Soon after we had come up with the 
caravan, which was about one o’clock in 
the morning, feveral Tatars going to Di- 
ARBEKIR joined our party; for, though 
equipped to travel much fafter than a ca- 
ravan, they were afraid to pqfh forward. 
There are no fixed refidences in this coun- 
try, and it is at prefent much infeded by 
wandering hordes of banditti. When the 

Tatars 
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Tatars had joined our party it amounted 
to forty horfe. We now rode fatter than 
the caravan, which formed a continued 
line of full fix miles, and came up with 
the head of it at five o’clock. We then 
Hopped by the tide of a fmall rivulet on 
an extenfive plain. Here alfo the caravan 
Hopped, unloading their beads of burden, 
find pitching their tents as they came up. 

My Tatar not having provided proper 
accommodations, I was obliged to lie 
down on the bare earth with all my clothes 
on. I flept, however, till feven o’clock, 
when the fun became very hot, I then 
went into, the Arab Sheik’s tent, and 
breakfaHed with him. 

Near this rivulet is a lofty mound of 
which commands an extenfive prof- 
pedl over the plain. On the top of this 
mound the Sheik kept a watch the whole 
day, to pr^enlt a furprke. t Of thofe lofty 
mounds i^t'ggfth.Ahere are many in this 
country, and .they are no doubt artificial, 
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plains. They muft, however, have coft 
much labour, fpme pf them being' ex- 
tremely large, , 

I here caught fome locufts of an extra- 
ordinary fize, and very thick in proportion 
to their length, They have no wings, 
move flowly, and are eafily taken. I foon 
found it neceflary to be careful that they 
did not bite me, for I am perfuaded tliat 
they could eafily have bitten my finger to 
the bone. I tried one with a twig about 
as thick as a quill, which it bit through in- 
ftantly, I then difledted one,, and on ex- 
amining one of its grinders found it nearly 
as large as a human tooth, and fo hard, 
that I was not able to make any imprefsion 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly the colour of mahogany. 

Finding that we were not molefted by 
flies or other infedts, and afcribing this 
circumftance to the excefsive heat of the 
fun at this feafpn, J made an experiment 
pn one of thefe large locufts, by expofing 
H to the fuD;,- which adluaUy killed it in 

, lefs 
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lefs than an hour. I alfo found that tiics, 
when expofed in the middle of the day, 
fell down ahnoft inftantly; and that ali 
kinds of infects mufl: either get into fome 
fhade, or inevitably perhh. 

TheSheik was under fome apprehenfions 
that he ihould be attacked, and took, of 
courfe, every necelfary precaution. He 
kept about fifty borfemen ready to mount 
in a moment, and fent others eight or ten 
miles round as a patrole. It was near this 
place that the Tatar whom I have men- 
tioned before * was murdered, and this 
circumftance was ftill frelh in the minds 
of the people.^ It muft, however, have 
required a very confiderable force to have 
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men as beafts of burden, and every 
one artiied-: with fome fort of weapon. 
Thcx greiteft part had long fpears^ and 
though thefe might' hot api>ear very for- 
midable aga^rtft ; regrfaf i liluf opean troops, 
they adapted to 'the 

* Page 35- ' " '' 

/ ’ / prefent 
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prefent mode of fighting in this country- 
Somc of the people had bows and arrows, 
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed 
with them. This man was very dexterous 
in fiiooting; when on horfeback, he car- 
ried his bow and quiver flung over his 
flioulder, and appeared capable of doing 
more execution than the fpear-men. 

The ground whereon we were en- 
camped was covered with long dried grafs 
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown 
and withered ; for no green thing appears 
here, except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 

Some of the people belonging to the 
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of 
the encampment, which fpread very ra- 
pidly, and quickly confumed its fuel. 

, At half pafl; five o’clock we fet out with 
this immenfe caravan, which required two 
hours to be put in motion ; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 


FRIITAy, 
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FRIIjAY, JULY 28 . 

We continued in company with the 
caravan till three o’clock this mornings 
travelling at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The ibremofl: perfons of the 
caravan then began to pitch their tents by 
the fide of a rivulet. 

Being joined by the Diarbekir Tatars 
and five Arabs, which made our party 
amount to twenty horfe, we now left the 
caravan, and pulhed.' forward, at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an open defert 
country, in which not a habitation nor 
any fpecies of cultivation were to be feen. 

At fun-rife we came to fome rivulets, 
whofe banks were covered with grafs and 
rulhes, growing very thick and long. 
Among thefe were feveral wild hogs, 
which rulhed out to the neighbouring 
plain as we approached. I faw one 
drove of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet. 
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rivulet, as if they intended to crofs us ; and 
all tbe noife the whole party could make 
w'as not fufficient to turn them. Being 
exceedingly well mounted, I purfued them 
at full fpeed, having with me two Arabs 
armed with their long fpears. We overtook 
them at the rivulet, when the whole herd 
rulhed through, and ran acrofs the plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide him- 
felf among the ruflies. The Arabs with 
their fpears foon found him out. He at- 
tempted to run acrofs the plain after the 
others, but we purfued clofely, and turned 
him. I foon found that the Arabs were 
more dextrous than myfclf, for they had 
fpeared him before I was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After he had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes, 
while w'e endeavoured to keep him off with 
our weapons. I'he Arabs had the advan- 
tage with their long fpears, as I could not 
cut him with ray fabre till I was very near 
him. Through my inattention and want 
of experience, he '. at one time aflualiy 
touched ray horfc with his tuilis, and I 


was 
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was very near being difmounted. Such 
an accident might have proved fatal, as 
the hog would foon have deftroyed me 
while on the ground. He alfo touched 
one of the Arabs horfcs, but did not greatly 
injure either, the horfes being very quick 
in their motions. He foamed at the 
mouth, and fnatched at tlie fpears, or any 
thing that came near him. While he had 
jftrength we were all afraid to clofe upon 
him, and only wounded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through lofs of blood, and we then clofed 
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
he fell. I did not obferve that he made 
the leafl noife either during tlie chace or 
wliile w'e were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling fize, and his colour 
^ was a deep red. 

iThe reft of the party did not interfere, 
but remained quiet fpedtators, and were 
highly entertained. 'Tq me it was one of 
the greate|l treats. that could pofsibly have 
happened, aS: I had never witnefled any 
thing of the kind before. I had frequently 

feen 
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feen wild hogs, and had wilhed much to 
attack them, but was afraid to do it alone, 
and am now fully convinced how impru- 
dent it would have been. They defend 
themfelves much longer than I could have 
imagined, and when irritated no animal 
can be more furious; We left the hog 
dead upon the ground, and foon after- 
wards faw a very large brown wolf. 

We again continued our route at the 
rate of fix miles an hour, till half pall 
eight o’clock, when we amved at one of 
thofe artificial hills fituated on an extenfive 
plain by a pleafant rivulet of clear water. 
There is no fixed refidence to be feen near 
this place, and the tents are only tempo- 
rary, to accommodate travellers who are 
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent difturbed 
ftate of the country. 

We fiept in a tent pitched by the fide 
of the rivulet, and I was fortunate in 
getting a little bread and milk. I bathed 
in the rivulet, ^nd found it very refrefhing . 

L lalfo 
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I alfo felt mQCh eafe and comfort from 
having my head ftiaved, and always walhed 
my head in cold water whenever I had , an 
opportunity. 

At five o’clock in the afternoon we again 
mounted our horfes; and after travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open 
country which appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, though now en- 
tirely forfaken, we came to fome fine 
ftrearas of water, on the banks of one of 
which are the ruins of a city, which ap- 
pears to have been once very extenfive, 
and nearly in the fliape of a half moon. 
Here were many hewn ftones of very large 
dimenfions; and among the ruins I faw a 
ftone cojffin, with the lower part entire, 
, but could not difcover any infcription 
either pa ,,^e ftones or on the coffin. 
About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs, 

‘ a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter 
very tacqe* The . ftreams, however, 
abounded with fifh* 
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We continued our route nearly due 
Weft till nine o’clock, when, having 
crolTed a rivulet, we turned to the north- 
ward. One of our party about this time 
loft his way, but on his firing a piftol, we 
were enabled to find him. The night being 
very dark, and there being no road or 
path to follow, it was fometimes with the 
utraoft difficulty that we could proceed. 

At midnight we reached a fmall place 
called Thies, which contained merely a 
few houfes built on one of thofe artificial 
bills of which I have before made men- 
tion. We refted here half an hour; for I 
was now almoft cxhaufted with hunger 
and fatigue. 


SATURDAY, JULY 29 . 

We fet out again from Thies at half 
paft twelve o’clock, without having been 
able to procure anj refrefhment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
way, it being extreniely dark, and got 
% 2 into 
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into fome fwampy ground, from which it 
was near an hour before we could extricate 
ourfelves. We then eroded feveral dreams 
that flow from a chain of mountains to 
the northward, and rode brifkly till three 
o’clock, when we arrived at Nissibin, 

I congratulated myfelf on again enter- 
ing an inhabited country, with : marks of 
cultivation, which I had not feen fince I 
quitted the neighbourhood of Mosul. 

Our Arab guides now left us ; but we 
were ftiil fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were not able to pro- 
cure a fufficient number of horfes before 
feven o’clock. , * ; ' , . " ‘ 

Nissibin is at prefent fmall and mi- 
feiatte but the many circumjacent 

fuitts jrtiply that it has once been of more 
eonfequence* _ ' 

We had now ^ into the common road ; 
but moft of theisrty being badly mounted, 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

, fun 
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fun becoming, exceedingly hot, I wifhcd 
much to get to Mardin as foon as pof- 
fible. 

About fix miles weftward from Nissibin 
are foine magnificent ruins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome parts of ^ the building being 
Itili of a great height. I had tlie curiofity 
to ride into the inner fquare, where I 
found fome Curds drawing water from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep. 
The water was very cold and exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are of 
allonifiiing tliicknefs; a ftone ftaircafe re- 
mains almofl: entire; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, are 
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they ftilLadbere together, > 

We now pafied through a finely culti- 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
on our right ranging Eaft and Weft, having 
their fides covered with fir-trees, 

E 3 About 
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About twelve miles weft ward of the ftrft 
j-uius is another heap, among which a very 
lofty arch remains entire. Near thefe 
ruins, and a little out ol the road towards 
the mountains, were fonie young Curd 
women milking their goats. I took my 
Tatar with me, and procured fome milk. 
The feature of thefe women were much 
handfomer than fthofe of the Arabs, and 
they are nearly as fair as the wom©n in 
IpNGtAND, ' 

Being now again expofed in the middle 
of the day, I fuffered much from the exy 
cefsive heat of the fun. The hot winds 
too began to coliedl; but before they had 
acquired ftrength enough to be dangerous, 
we pafled the village called Arin, and 
afcended the fide of the mountain towards 
litAEpiN,vwbeii I happily found myfelf* 
swat of their r^ch, as they never prevai} 
in elevated fituations; and I have fre-? 
quently * dbfemfed, - vdienever they 

fliape thw c50W^ towards a mountain, 
they foon fubfide, -From near the top of 
' , 5 • thefe 



TOWARDS ENGLAl^D. 151 

thefe mountains, I had an opportunity of 
obferving the progrefs of the hot winds, 
which was nearly limilar to what I had ob- 
ferved of them when on the banks of the 
Tigris, with this difference only, that 
this being a mountainous lituation, and 
the other quite level, they here loll their 
force by approaching the mountains, and- 
in the other cafe by crofsing the river. 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fome fine pafture in the vale below, the 
people are obliged to drive their flocks 
towards the mountains, whenever and f© 
long as tbofe winds prevail. 

The afcent was by a bad road, and our 
progrefs fo very flow, that it was three 
o’clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Maedin, and our horfes were com- 
pletely tired, 

MAiDiiir, fituated at the top of a very 
lofty and rugged mountain, is a city of 
confiderable fize, and very populous. The 
greater part of the inhabitants are Arme- 
T 4i nians. 
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nians, who are very indullrious, and carry 
on feveral manufaclories. The city is fur- 
rounded by a ftrong and lofty wall built 
with hewn ftone; and on the fummit of 
the mountain is a ftrong fort, on which 
a few cannon are mounted, 

The city is built on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is extremely 
fteep. Ihehoufes are much better built 
than any that I had feen ftnce I left In- 
dia. The ftreets run Eafi and Weft, and 
have fteps communicating from one to an- 
otlier. The bates of the houfes in the 
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the 
houfes in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, and of 
good quality, 

-r: TheitthaJAaiits, who feem to be a hof- 
pitable well-difpofed people,, enjoy a pure 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in'ENd'DABB, and ittgeneral appear ruddy 
and healthy, r,; KbOTy;»of the women are 
very beauhiful, sand expofe their perfons 
pearly as much as the ladies in Europe, 

2 . Provifions, 
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Pfovifions, and Tegetables in particular, 
are plentiful, good, and cheap; they have 
alfo moll kinds of, fruits, and of the finell 
quality, the . climate being exceedingly 
hot in the valleys, and temperate on the 
mountains. 

I found here a mifsionary from Rome, 
with whom I converfed in Latin. He was 
an intelligent pleafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in Europe, of 
which I had not before heard. The mif- 
fionaries correfpond with each other all 
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ac- 
quainted with every material tranfadlion 
both here and in Europe, 

Tiie Turks are of a difpolition precifely 
the reverfe, and appear perfedlly indif- 
ferent to every thing that does not imme- 
diately concern them. 

This city, by its fituation, may be faid 
to be impregnable; and fome hiftorians 
affirm, that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 
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for three years, without being able to ret 
duce it. 

Finding that it would be dangerous tra- 
velling to Diarbekie without protection, 
my Tatar waited on the Balhaw with the 
firmaun, who immediately gave orders for 
a guard. 


SUNDAY, JULY 30. 

We left Mardin this morning at eight 
o’clock, accompanied by one of the Di- 
ARBEKiR Tatars and his attendants, and 
defcended the north fide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very fteep and rocky, every little 
patch of ground capable of cultivation 
bc^e'pfoofs of the induftry of the Arme- 
nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pea-re, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers, 
melons, and alm^^'^all kinds ef European 
fruits and 


After 
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After we had crofted this lofty chain of 
mountains, we reached an extenfive range 
of round hills, the bottoms of which were 
cultivated wherever there was water. The 
Curd women here labour in the fields aa 
well as the men, and refemble much the 
peafantry of England. Among thefe 
hills- we continued travelling for near 
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi- 
niflied as we defcended, and cultivation 
re-appeared. Some people were fowing, 
and others reaping. They have cattle and 
horfes in abundance, very few fheep, but 
a great number of goats, which feem bet- 
ter adapted to the fituation. The hills in 
general were thickly planted with trees, 
and we did not get clear of them till half 
two o’clock, when we arrived at the 
place where we were to receive our guard 
for DiarB^R. 

We found here a great number of fmall 
Iheds made of the branches of trees, having 
their door- ways toward the North. The 
people live in thefe in preference to houfes 
this feafon of the year, and they were 

very 
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very full of mhabitarjtSj who appeared to 
he ail diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and Turks. They- wear a cap 
like that of a IIulFar, feven or = eight 
inches deep, covered with a white cloth, 
and bound with a thavvl or handkerchief 
round the fobehead. Part of the white 
cloth protects the heck from the fun; but 
the face below the forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their under drefs, they 
wear a loofe gown with ihort wide fleeves, 
tied round tlie waift by a fath. They 
' %ear no ftockings, but have yellow Turkifh 
flippers. ■ ' , '1 t . 

Tliey fpin with a rock and fpindlc, and 
I have feen fome of them weaving. I be- 
itea'to be as happy people as esift 
lii ‘ the world, ^ and, indeed, content ap- 
■i'peils'in ’eikrf c<rttnt€nance.' %'{ 

'We'’' thefe houfes, or 
rather ■dhod^yfi^lh fome Turkilh officers, 
among whom, was the commandant of 

, a party 
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a party ftationed here, to whom my 
Tatar prcfcnted the Bafliaw’s order for a 
guard- Though I have called it dining, 
tlie fact is, that I could not eat their 
vldtuals, every dith being rendered fo very 
fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, I 
prevailed on one the woinen to go and 
milk' a goat for me, and made a comfort- 
able meal of milk and bread. 

It was eight o’clock in the evening be- 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. After we had 
palled over this uniform range of hills, we 
had Itill to travel through fome Iteep pafles, 
among which, about ten o’clock, it being 
then very dark, a laughable circumftance 
occurred. The, commander of our guard, 
who ;;appeared,..:to;.fe' ajman ' of courage, 
faw a beaft moving at a little diftance. 
As we were far from any habitation, the 
whole party thought that it was a lion, 
and the fize and colour of the animal fa- 
voured the^ deception. The officer muf- 
tered his troops, mofi: of them being ex- 
ceedingly well mounted, and armed with 
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long fpears,’ arid rode toward the fuppofed 
lion in a body; nor was it till they were 
almoft near enough to fpear him, that 
they were undeceived, by difcovering that 
it was a hog. 

On enquiry I found that among thefc 
hills lions are very numerous, and deftroy 
many of the flocks belonging to the in- 
duftrious inhabitants. 

At eleven o’clock we forded a river, on 
whofe banks were a great many tents be- 
longing to numerous gangs of banditti 
who infeft this part of the country. As 
foon as we had pafled them, our guard, 
expecting that they would follow us, halted 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti- 
nued our route. The robbers, having ob- 
ferveMl Ifoops, did not make any at- 
tempt, and Out guards foon overtook us. At 
twelve o’clock we forded the river Tigris. 

'> J , '^'1, , '! 

At MardiN, and to the fouthward of 
that extenfite ; range of lofty mountains, 
the Arabic is the prevailing language. To 

- the 
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the northward, the Turkifh language is 
mare common. 

MONDAY, JULY 31. 

After we had forded the Tigris, 
which was here very hroad, we entered a 
fine level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rate of four miles an 
hour, at half paft four o’clock wc again 

forded the Tigris at Diarbekir. We 

■ •' ' \ ’ ' ■ '■ ' '' 

had to wait till fun-rife, however, before 

the gates could be opened. 

Diarbekir is a large populous city, 
and the capital of an extenfive province 
of the fame name. It is pleafantly fitu- 
ated on .an i eminence wpon the weftern 
banks of the Tigris, and furrouncled by 
a ftrong lofty wail built with hewn ftone. 
On the land-fide it has once been pro- 
tected .,by three walls and two ditches, 
part of which are ftill to be feen. Toward 
the river, which runs nearly half round the 
city, nature has ftrongly fortified it, by a 

folid 
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foiid rock about twenty feet perpendicu-' 
lar. On the walls are leveraf towers, in 
which a guard is conftantly kept. 

They have alfo fome cannon here, 
chiefly brafs field pieces of a final! calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars; but very few of 
either are ferviceablc. 

• The city commands an extenfive and 
delightful profpedl over a fertile country, 
and the winding ftreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty of the fcene. It 
is well watered by means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut feveral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground. A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the 
wefiern fide of the city, and foon after 
felfeinto the river. On this branch are 
fewra! Cctfn milk ; and it being very ileep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
Upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall 
body of wi^ acquires great power. They 
are fomething tike our over-fhot mills in 
England. ' ■ ' 

I took 
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I took a guide and went through the 
greater part of the city. The houfes are 
built with hewn ftone, and the flieets all 
paved. Many of the public edifices are 
\’ery elegant. The Atmenian cathedral is 
a large and handfomC ftrudlure, about 
the length of Weftmirifter-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupported by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
is covered with carpets, for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their fliocs. 
The Armenian mode of worflaip is nearly 
fimilar to that of the Roman Catholics; 
they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In the court before the cathedral 
is a very handfome fountain, which throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 

I vifited the manufactories alfo, of which 
there are ^eat numbers. /They manufac- 
ture copper, iron, wool, cotton, filk, and 
feveral other ftaples. Some of their wool is 
very fine, and the weavers are numerous. 
People of the fame trade ufually live to- 
gether; thus,., one ftreet contains nothing 
but weavers; another ftreet, flioe-makers; 

another, 
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another, fiiiiths, &c. Their leather is 
very good, and they work it exceedingly 
well. I had cafes made for my piftols, 
which were executed very neatly. Here 
are a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigris are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to tlie purpofes of that trade. 

In fome branches, thefe people are 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro- 
jreans; but the weavers are very inferior 
to the Englifh; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or filk, is 
always very narrow. They entertain a 
%'ery high opinion of the Britifh manufac- 
tures, and the very name of an Englifh- 
man is fufficient to gain the greateft re- 
fpedt. 

fiip^rfine broad cloth worn by the 
r principal people is of Engliih mamifadture, 

• ’ as are alfb their watches, of which latter I 

-.^^^i^'^^Arabic characters, 
of Ck)rnhill, "Eon- ' 

tion,” andi .ftl^ by Prior, in London.” 

People 

/' . 
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People of all deferiptions feem here to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fedts of 
Chriftians have their chapels and churches, 
and each follows his own mode of worfliip 
without moleftatiou. 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpeak Englifhj 
but, as he was lame, if I wilhed to fee 
him I muft go to his houfe. I had fome 
doubts at firft whether the Tatar was in 
jeft or earneft, as he often fpoke ironically; 
I therefore made him go with me. I 
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
with his brown-hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know a word 
of Englith, and underftood but little 
Latin. He was very corpulent, had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 
long accuftomed to drink fomething 
Wronger than water. He was a father 
confelibr, and had a round fereen of black 
gauze tliat he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and Which inclofed the 
fair penitents when they came to receive 
^bfolution ; but finding him fo extremely 
M 2 ignorant, 
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gnoraot, and fuch a difguftlng figure, 
• 1 made a very fiiort fiay. 

I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to fliew what a mean opinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they are commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe Fringuiftan). He certainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per- 
filafion, but finding me as little fatisfied 
with my vifit as himfelf, and being in- 
formed by me that the Englifh had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques than the Turks, he was inclined 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Englifh; and I do not remember his 
ever calling me Fringui afterwards. 

not, , indeed, wonder that the 
slTurks ftibdld entertain fuch a prejudice 
ag^inft the 'dhriftian religion ;"for all the 
C^hrifttM countries bordering upon the 
Turkiflir;iKBnpiltt!-{-alid''even the Greeks and 
Armenians among til e Turks) have their 
crucifixra and images, which reprefent a 

kind 
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kind of idol wodhip, to which ali Mufful- 
mcn have a particular, averfion; and that 
alone is fufficient to prevent them from 
making any inquiries into the real merits 
of Chriftianity. 

I went a little above the city to bathe 
in the Tigris, the hummums being too 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
botli at Bagdad and Mosul, which an- 
fwers very well for cleanfing the Ikin, but 
T found much more benefit from bathing 
In cold water. I took with me a guide, 
and a fervant carrying fruit and refrefli- 
ments. 

The city has two gates to the weftward, 
wliich arc the only ones ever opened. 
There is one to the eaftward, but it is al- 
ways kept ihut, and we were in confe- 
quence obliged to go roiuid greater part of 
the city, which covers about a fquare mile, 
ali the walls, except to the' fouthward, 
being quite firaight, and about a mile 
long. Above the walls, on the eaft fide 
of tlie city, is a path cut through thp 
M 3 folid 
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folid rock, and another leading acrofs the 
hill towards the river. On the fide of this 
path are many holes cut out of the rock, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and into many of thefe the water falls 
from the rock perpendicularly. The lofty 
trees near the rock forming an agreeable 
ihade, and making it a pleafant cool re- 
treat, we faw, as we pafled along this 
path, many Armenian women and children 
bathing. I Was a little furprifed to fee 
them as fair as any in England; but 
they walk much better than the women in 
Europe, their ioofe drefs allowing free 
adtion to the body, and they have befide 
a peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
Europeans are entire ftrangers. 

Though Diarbekir is a populous city, 
pipyiiibns 'l^entiful, good, and cheap, 
evgiy inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and 
thit it is in many other refpedts a defir- 
able place to live yet, there is one 
thing which is both difagreeable and dan- 
gerous, and refledls great difgrace on its 
government: the circumjacent country, to 

a con- 
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a confiderable extent, is fo much infefted 
with banditti, that no one can travel to or 
from the city without a llrong military 
guard. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 1 - 

My Tatar having procured from th© 
Balhaw an order for a guard, we fet out 
at half pall: four o’clock in the afternoon, 
without any other than our own fervants. 
A Tatar wilhed to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refuling him, having be- 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous, 

"We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated. At half pall five we arrived 
at the barracks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half pall feven before we fet forward. 
The guard confifted of an officer and 
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed, 
M 4 fomc 
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fome with fpear$, and others with fire arms. 
For a few miles we had a tolerably good 
road, and a fine open country, with a 
good deal oT cultivation ; but at ten o’clock 
we entered a wild defert country, the 
ground of which for many miles was co- 
vered with large ftones, which made it 
very difagreeable travelling. At eleven 
we croffed the bed of a river, now dry, 
in which a large gang of banditti had 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
w'c had got into a very good road, the 
guard, therefore, left us and returned. 
We now galloped for two hours as fall as 
the horfes could be made to go. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 


.Turning to the right, and pafsing over 
fome rocky ground and a few hills, we 
afeended the mountain op which Art 
0EENAH is built, and arrived at the Conae 
af five o’clock in tlie morning. 

Argeeivaii 
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Argeenah is a large and populous 
town built in a moft extraordinary fitiuv- 
tion. "1 he mountain on which it is found- 
ed, is mucii flceper than that of Mardin, 
and cannot be afeended in front. There 
is, therefore, a road up each fide of the 
mountain; and acrofs tlie front of it are 
little narrow tracks, fo very fieep that a 
falfe fiep would be inevitable defirudiion 
both to horfc and rider. What could in- 
duce the building of a town in fuch a 
lituatioa it is difficult to conjedlure. There 
is an extonfive plain below, with plenty of 
water; yet this is left wholly without cul- 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
geenah mountain- 

The mountain appears at a diftance like 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation ; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
tancous produdt; but the induftry of the 
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency. 
In many places they have gardens, pro- 
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta- 
bles, and in others they even carry mould 

to 
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to make little artificial gardens. They 
have plenty of good water, and the moun- 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extracting 
of which a great many people are em- 
ployed. 

We only refted at Argeenah two 
hours, fetting out again at feven o’clock 
on frefli horfes. , 

Soon after our departure we found our- 
felves entered on a complex chain of 
mountains, fo replete with dangerous nar- 
row paffes that we were above fix hours 
before we got over them. 

V 

A confiderable branch of the Tigris 
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, making 
a winding courfe among them. Over this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but only one now remains 
, entire. This bridge appears, by the rem- 
nant of it^ to have beeh the handfomeft 
piece of architecture that I had feen fmce 
I entered the Turkilh dominions. 


;» 


We 
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We crofled a mountain above Medan, 
which is commonly called Argeenah 
Medan, leaving the town on our right. 
It is a conhderable fmelting-place, and 
had between twenty and thirty fmelting- 
houfes at work. They colledt from the 
furroun^ing mountains iron, copper, and 
filver ore, and fome gold. Thefe they 
do not dig out of mines, as is the cafe 
in moft countries, but collect it from the 
furface. 

. t 

We pafled feveral men and boys em- 
ployed in breaking pieces off the rocks; 
but the mountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs 
of affes and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
very numerous, jand go almoft naked. 

The officer who fuperintends the fmelt- 
ing houfes is ufually efteemed the mofi 
confidential feryant in the Turkifh govern- 
ment, and is perfedtlydndependent of the 
Baffiaw of Diahbekir, though Medan is 
within his Pachalic, 

We 
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We now pafled many dreadful preci- 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 
than a foot broad, and faw feveral Ikele- 
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofc 
dangerous places. Having at length tra- 
velled beyond thefe mountains, we came 
into a very plcafant valley, through which 
the Tigris runs. Here W’erc great num- 
bers of frefti water turtle, feme of them 
rather large. I flibuld imagine that they 
would be good eating, but on enquiry I 
found that the natives never killed them. 

This is the moft weftern branch of the 
Tigris, which rifes aniong fome hills 
at the head of this valley, and here feveral 
ftrearas uniting form a tolerably large river. 

Having crofled the valley, we turned to 
the right over fome rugged hills, and came 
td the lide“ of a confiderable fait- water 
lake, fifteen miles Ipng and about four 
broad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run 
into this lake, pone run out of it. Tow»ds 
the weft end .of ‘ it is a fmall ifland called 
Gurgeik, from which the lake takes its 

name, 
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name. The iiland is entirely covered with 
Ijoufcs; and here are great numbers of 
boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every necelFary from the fhorc. 

We pafled the weft end of the lake at 
fiin-fet; but fome of our horfes were fo 
much wearied, 'that it was with difficulty 
we could proceed ; two of them, indeed, 
laid down, and we we*e obliged to leave 
tliera. 

Soon after quitting the lake we got 
again among fome lofty mountains, and at 
half paft twelve o’clock at nigiit arrived at 
a large town called Germilly. Of the 
lalt thirty-two hours I was twenty-eight 
on horfeback, and out of the laft forty- 
two hours had only had one of fleep. 
My Tatar had in this refpe6t greatly the 
advantage; for I have often feen him lleep 
on horfeback when the road was good and 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
every attention that our fituation requi^d ; 

but 
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but as our beds were on the top of the 
Conac in the open air, we could not fleep 
after fun-rife. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5. 

Not having been able to procure frefh 
horfes here, we fet, out again at eleven 
o’clock on thofe wjiich we brought from 
Argeenah. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well culti- 
vated country, w^e reached another confi- 
derable town called Kessireek at one 
o’clock. 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get- 
ting horfes, and we found a Bagdad Ta- 
tar, named Mala Bekir, 'Wiring for the 
fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broad cloth, 
under his charge. For his merchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes, 
I found, o^Mcnquiry, that the ufual al- 
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandize 

from 
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from Constantinople to Bagdad is five 
Imndred piaftres. 

We remained here all day under fome 
trees by the fide of a pleafant ftream, and 
at night flept upon the ground in the open 
air, 

I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad; but not being much 
accuftomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who foon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fome. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaftly in their manner of ufing 
them ; for be tlie liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they will not touch it unlefs they have 
above half a pint for a draught. 

The Armenians in this country make a 
fpirit from the grape which they call 
Rackec, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. A young man, named Musta- 
PHA, whom my Tatar brought from Mo- 
sul, and intended to take to Constan- 
tinople, 
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tinople, procured fome Raekee, wlt!i 
which he got drunk, and behaved very ilL 
Mustapha was in the chara6ler ot an 
upper fervant. His bufinefs was to look 
after the guides, and to drive the horfes as 
an afsiftant to my Tatar, an office for 
which he was intended in due time. He 
was the fon of the Mafter of the Conac 
at Mosul, and was taken into our fervice 
by my pemiifsion,,on which account I 
had received many civilities from his fa* 
thei'i, who was particularly attentive to 
drew me every thing worth feeing in Mo- 
sul. 

This mifeondna of Mustapha induced 
my. Tatar to beat him the following morn- 
ing. Soon after he had been correaed, 
however, having a pair ot piilols of his 
own, he attempted to fhoot the T.atar, 
but ms pretenlsed by fome of Mala 
Beeir’s attendants. The piftols were now 
, takeri from him and firoken to pieces; he 
was beaten again, and feemed to be very 
l>cnitent ^nd fubmifsive. This aftair had 
palled over fome time ; but one day, hav- 
2 ing 
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Ihg a large creefe hidden under his cloaks 
he got near my Tatar, and when he 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head off, which he 
certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
prefent, and feized his arm as he was 
making the ftroke. The two Tatars now 
feized him, took the creefe from him, and 
thrailied him moft foundly. They did not, 
however, with to take his life, though he 
well deferved it; thus difcovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expeOTied to 
have witncffcd among the Turks. Mus- 
TAPHA at lad; extricated himfblf and at- 
tempted to run away ; but wdien he had 
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe 
at him, which turning round as it flew* 
the point of it ftuck in the lower part of 
MusTapAa’s back. He did not die while 
we were here ; but there was not the lealt 
probability of his furviving it, there 
being no medical afsiftance to be hadi 
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks 
wear in their cumberband, and the blade 
of which is ufually from two and a half to 
'N ■ three 
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mules to carry his merchandi2e. 
mained, and received a promife of 
as many horfes as we ehofe in the e^ 

- , Several people belonging to th< 
now brought their fpinning machine 
began fpinning under the lhade of tl 
"that were near us4^0bferving th 
made confiderable progrefs with 
fimple machine, I enaployed my 

in taking a-sKJSTCH of if ' : 
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I 'A"' 

* ^ » % M- 

Xkfmptkm of a S^mmg Machine, ufed at 
KksSIREik and Germilly, in Arme- 
’ m A, bp which one mm /pins two threads, 
twifts the two threads he has fpun before, 
and turns the wheel at the' fap^* time, 

# Ttie ‘f|>lMer* “ ^ ^ 

b *iPle wheel. 
c The three fpindles, 
d The two threads fpinning* 

e The ftrong line with wheel fixed 

/aliened to a poft behind him* 
f Hi$ former threads with a plummet thrown over a 
forked flick behind him. 

^ Two forked flicks over which he throws his threads 



while Ipinning* 

h Another forked flick for his former threads^ 

I The ciue on which he winds his work when fiailhed^ 
bj a hook to'hkiwsli: or cumberband* 

N. B. The ’threads tiiay be as long as the fpinner 
choofes, if the ground be fiiitable* The line which 
turns the wheel muft be twice the length of the ground. 
He ‘je^ Ids, two threads at the end and hooks them 
to the Join’s, his ^ form workj and 
winds It on hliHue^i'ile'’reitarnt to Ihe wheel i then 
puts the two threads'oii’to the, third fpindle and begiiife' 

' A Turk 
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A Turk Df feme confequence in the 
town invited me and my Tatar to fup with 
him, and treated m very handfomcly. 
We had pillaw# curry, and feveral other 
good diihes, and our hoft behaved in the 
moft friendly manner. While we were at 
fupper, word was brought that our horfes 

were ready- 

At half paft eight o’ clock, we fet out 
from Kessereek, and for the firft four 
hours rode through a very populous anc 
well cultivated country, at the rate ot 
about five miles an hour* 

i had often had occafion to find fault 
with my horfes, the Tatar generally tak- 
ing the beft to himfelf. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and bigh-fpiritcd 
white Arabian had fallen to my lhare. 
This I aferibed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in, by praifing him for 
his conduain the late Ikirmhh with Mus- 
tAPHA ^ foifil ' always obferved, that: he 
was excfefsiveiy fond of flattery ; and to 

tell him that he was a. man of courage, 

' :WaSf 
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was enough to fweeten him for fome 
hours. Befide which, I found it very ne- 
ceiiary to take his part; for, had any thing 
happened to him, I ftiould have been in a 
very aukward fituation, though I had now 
acquired a little of the language. 

I often found that the vifit paid us by 
the Mookadar of Bagdad had been of 
great fervice ; for it led my Tatar to confi- 
der us all of tome confequence, and I 
often heard him mention it with a deal of 
felf-complacency. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 5. 

About one o’clock this morning we 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
as our way lay through many narrow and 
dangerous palTes, I was under great appre- 
henfions from my horfe having too much 
fpirit, as a falfe ftep would have been in- 
evitable deilru<51ion to us both; yet, I 
thought it not advifeable to check him, 
jiiid very fortunately he brought me 
" N 8 through 
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through all our perils without any acci- 
dent. 

At five o’clock we arrived at a large 
finelting-town, called Gab an Medan, 
It is extremely populous, and great num- 
bers of its inhabitants are employed in 
colledting ore from the neighbouring 
mountains, as at Argeenah Medan. 
Here is alfo a very handfome mofque, and 
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn 
ftone. 

The town is feated near the bottom of 
a fteep mountain, a river running below 
it in a very deep channel, which foon 
after joins the Euphrates. We had tra- 
velled about ten miles by the fide of 
this river, pafsing many fteep precipices, 
apd pftr path frequently fo very narrow, 
that it was with great difficulty our horfes 
could inake good their footing. 

We left Gaban Medan at ten o’clock, 
and foon arrived at the banks of the Eu- 
phrates, being only about a mile from 
j the 
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Ihe town. The river here ran in a very- 
deep channel, and our way was down 
a narrow path cut through the folid 
rock. We then crolTed in a ferry-boat, 
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
horfes. The river is at this place much 
larger than might be expedted at fo great 
a diftance from its mouth. I drank the 
water, and found it had a peculiar tafte, 
■wholly unlike that of any other water 
that I had ever tailed. 

After crofsing the Euphrates, we en- 
tered a ftrait path between two lofty 
mountains, by which we continued af- 
cending for near two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as we could. On the top, 
to my great furprize, I found the ground 
highly cultivated. Proceeding a little 
farther, we reached the fummits of fome 
higher mountains, on which were no figns 
of culture. From thefe, however, I had 
a molt extenfive profpedl. To the north- 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. hay- 
ing their tops covered with fnow. From 
N 4? this 
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this elevation, favoured too by an atmof-, 
phere perfecftly clear, I could trace the 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
along the bates of thofe lofty mountains, 
it receives many very large tlreams that 
flow from them ; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary ampli- 
tude near its fource. 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives al'l thofe large rivers that flow 
from the Curdistan mountains. On our 
left, to the fouthward, were many flu- 
penious mountains w Inch fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates ; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of its 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
meets the Tigris, - 

continued our route almofi; due 
lyeft over a very hilly country, with little 
cultivation, till feven, o’clock in theevenr 
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched 
pn the top of a mountain. Here we re- 
mained ah ‘hp.ur to refrelh, and were vi- 
flted by Ibrae -of the Chiefs belonging tp 

the 
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llie encampment. One of them boafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 
how many I had in England. It muft 
be obferved, that in this country it is cuf- 
tomary for a man to have as many wives 
as he can fuppoit, and the more a man 
keeps, the better is he refpedted. 

Many of the people In this country, 
during the fultry fummer months, leave 
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly 
in vallies, and encamp upon fome lofty 
hills, taking their flocks with them. On 
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
air, and in general appear as fair and 
ruddy as the country people in Eng- 
land. 

Leaving this encampment, we defeend- 
ed fome rugged pafles by a road fo very 
bad, that it was fometimes with much 
difficulty \ye could make our way. At 
ten o’clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, fituated on the weft fide of 
^ very plcafant and well cultivated valley, 

with 
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With a very fine ftreara of water runnin| 
towards the North. Here wc remained al 
night, fleeping upon the bare ground. 


SUNDAY, AUGUSTS. 


From Emir we fet out at half pad: five 
o’clock. There being feveral Tatars, and 
a great many other people going our road, 
horfes were become very fcarce. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his 
merchandize, and, joining a large party, 
they travelled very llowly. 


For fome time our way lay over ftony 
ground, which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant, I pulhed on, however, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un- 
der 'his was going to Hass an 

Chidlaby. We pafled over a very hilly 
and woody country, with feldom any 
track to, diredt us» On, this account we 
often loft our way;*'the Tatar’s guide not 
being well' acquainted with the country. 

. Great 
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Great numbers of people were here em- 
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of 
the fmelting-houfes at Gaban Medan. 
They carry it from this place on mules in 
panniers, and we fometimcs met fifty or 
fixty in a drove laden with it. 

Many of the peafantry here fix their 
dwellings by the fide of a hill, the top of 
the houfe being even with the ground; 
and I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfe without knowing it, and have with 
difficulty avoided falling through. 

At one o’clock we arrived at the en- 
campment of Hassan .Chillaby; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which was about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hill. 

I now found that we could not proceed 
farther without a very ftrong guard. 

The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we retted were very attentive, 
and I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendthip 
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friendftlip of the women, who took fome 
pains to provide fuch food and relVefh- 
ment as they thought I fhould like beft. 
I had alfo a favourable opportunity of ob- 
fervjng their manners and cuftoms. 

The whole of the cattle belonging to 
thefe encampments are driven every morn- 
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the 
greateft plenty of water and vegetation, 
where they are watched all day by two of 
three perfons employed for that purpofe, 
and in the evening are brought back again. 
The tents are always pitched in a circle, and 
the cattle remain all night in the centre. 

,The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firfi: employment of the women is to milk 
tjieir cows and goats, which are immedi- 
ateiir; fent off again to patlure. The wo- 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made’of a goat’s Ikin, every part of which 
is fewM rip, except the neck ; but when 
they are churning, the neck is tied with 
a ftring clofe and tight enough to prevent 
the milL running out. They then fix 
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three flrong fticks in the ground, in a form 
fomething like what we often ufe in railing 
■weights, only on a fmaller fcale. From 
thefe they fufpcnd the goat’s-lkin tied by 
each end, and continue lhaking it back- 
ward and forward till it becomes butter; 
and tlrey eafily know when it is ready by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
Ikin into a large veflel, Ikim off the butter, 
put hot water into the Ikin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry. 

Befidc this employment, they have alfo 
to bake bread every morning for the day’s 
confumption ; for all this work is performed 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu- 
rope; but Ihould any of the women hap- 
pen to He longer than ufual in the morn- 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their w'ork 
done before the fun becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun, but 
are heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wives. - 
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The principal men who have maiiy 
wives keep them in tents in a particular 
part of the encampment. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 

It took up a long time to provide fucli 
a number of horfes as were now wanted ; 
for in our ‘train were forty horfe-loads of 
filver from Argeenah Medan, for Con- 
stantinople. The guard amounted to 
fifty horfemen; but the filver was under 
the immediate care of two Tatars and an 
ojfficer of diftin<Stion. The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o’clock 
in the .morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each fide of the road,, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expert to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country. 


About 
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About four miles from Hassan Chil- 
LABY, we found neither cultivation nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water, and the foil appears favour- 
able for culture. 

Wc met a caravan going to Diarbeeir, 
and I had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking cofiee with the Chief. 

The caravan confifted of horfes, afles, 
and mules, camels not being able to thrid 
many of the fteep narrow pafles witli 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen .miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we 
then puflied on at a brilk gallop for about 
feven more; and at one o’clock arrived at 
Hadjee Khan. 

This is a large village lying in a valley. 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a mile round it; but the inhabitants in 
general are very poor, and much addidted 
to thieving. 

TFESDAY,/- 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

We fet out this morning at half paft 
five o’clock with the fiiver, having the 
fame guard as yefterday. The firft part of 
this day’s journey was over a hilly coun- 
try, and the horfes with the filver tra- 
velling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before them, when I came to fome lofty 
mountains, from which I had a very ex- 
tenfive profpedl. The face of the coun- 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chiefly mountainous, 
except to the N. W. which exhibited a 
very extenflve plain without any cultiva- 
tion, and over which lay our road. On 
this . plain were three . encampments, 
pitched In a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near the path, but I continued my route 
at about two miles before the reft of the 
company,, not having any idea that I was 
in danger. : 

meu 
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When I got abreaft of the firft encamp- 
jnent, an officer and fix men from the 
guard came up to me on full gallop, and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
would cut my throati They took hold of 
my bridle and wanted me to return ; but 
thinking jt ufelefs, as a part of the guard 
were now in fight, I remained here till the 
whole of our party came up* A few men 
came from the encampment and converfed 
with the officer. They were remarkably 
jftrong hardy-looking fellows, but had a 
fomething in their countenances which 
feemcd to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood very honeftly* 

Having enquired who I wasj the officer 
told them that I was an Englith Conful, 
that being the title which I bore in the 
firmaun. The men examined the arms of 
our guard very attentively, and wilhed to 
lay hold of fome of them, but the guards 
would not futfer it I was not under the 
lead: apprehenfion of their doing me any 
perfonal injury, even before the military 
came up; for in cafe theyjiad attacked 

O 


me 
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me I ftiould not have attempted to refill j 
hut I thought it prudent afterwards to 
keep near my Tatar^ 

On our reaching the fecond encamp- 
ment, four men, armed with fabres and 
piftols, flood in the way to oppofc our 
pafsing; and as we rode up, they feized 
my bridle, my Tatar’s, and thofe of two 
Mhef Tatars Hr company, who w^ere all 
riding abreafl a little before the military. 
I was perfectly pafsive, not fuppofing that 
' tliey could mean to rob us, as the'military 
were ©ply a few yards behind. A feuffle, 
however, enfaed; but the guard coming 
lip refeued me. The man who had held 
my bridle in one hand had a dratwm fabre 
in tlie other; but on one of the officers 
telljing him that I was an Englifh Conful; 
. Ve kt go the bridle. I- had 

my piftols ready,: and was prepared to have 
opponent, had any of the Tatars- 
fimdi' hut I did ndt ’think it proper to be- 
^n, not ’khOwih'g The intentions of thefe 
people. -of the Tatars cocked a pif- 
tol to fhoot a young man who feemed to 
. . • , ■ ' ' ' ■ be 
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'be rery violent; but the military inter- 
fering prevented him. The young mans 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta- 
tar with his fabre, the guards, by order of 
one of the officers, furrounded him in 
fuch a manner with their^fpeare and fabres# 
that had he moved an inch he muft have 
been killed. In that fituation we left 
them ; but they foon after came up with 
tis, and had not put the young man to 
death as I expedled* 

. 't .. ■ 

Thcfe people feem to be mofi: violent 
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs 
through the country without paying any 
tribute % for, being the meffengers of go- 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt. The people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar,' whoj 
having fuch a ftrong guard with theraj, 
boldly refufed. The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the reft, had lately had a 
brother fhot by a Tatar. 
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Tins is a very extenfive imcultlvatea 

plain, and contains neither f '/P 
L but what belong to thefe banditti. 

The ground, however, beingfavoura e a 
® , .1 , rUVt the filver tra- 


tilting, and the horfes with the aver tta- 

vclling very flovvly, our guards made f - 
veral matches. They would fometimes 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpears at 
which exercife thefe men ate 'vonSerfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up f^ata 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfes. They have alfo a particular me- 
thod of avoiding their opponents fpea'S by 
hanging down on tire oppofite fide of the 
horfe, and thus expoling J“*’ 

vet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
Lt though the men are at this exercife 
fo much fuperior to Europeans, I was even 
more.entertaMied by obferving the motions 
of the horfes, fome of which were beau- 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa- 
fions, and the horfe is governed by the 

motions of the rider’s body. If the lattei 

' '■ lem 
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lean towards the right or left, the horfe 
will turn to that fide, and if the motion 
be quick will gallop full fpeed. If the 
rider lean forward, the horfe gallops 
ftraight on ; and if the man raife his body 
upright, the horfe, though at that time on 
full fpeed, will flop in a moment, without 
the rider touching the bridle. 

At about fix miles diftance from the fe- 
cond encampment, we approached an- 
other, the Chief of which came to us 
alone, and demanded money from our 
commanding officer, which \vas refufed. 
He got, however, a few piaftres from my 
Tatar. 

We then continued unmolefted till we 
got within about two miles of Delecte- 
TAS, when w'e obferved fome men armed, 
on horfeback, purfuing us at full fpeed 
from the fccond encampment, where it 
will be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet 
out full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 
O 3 was 
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was dreffed in the fame mannem and 
thought they might take me for a Tatar, 

I puiiied on with them, leaving the mili- 
tary drawn up to receive them* 

We arrived at Delectetas at two 
o’clock, and the Tatars hid themfelves for 
fome time, left they fliould be purfued in- 
to the town, 

When the banditti came up with the 
military, and found that the latars had 
rode off, they returned. Thefe people 
always keep a number of horfes neai their 
tents to be mounted at a fhort notice, and 
fome of them ready bridled and faddled. 

The military themfelves were very im- 
portunate for money, and I have, not un- 
frequently, been feized by fome of , the 
common foldiers, but they were always 
fatisfted if I only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was almoft; always the cafe 
when th^y could find me alone; and even 
the officers w^e not above afking tor mo- 
5 ■ «ey5 
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aey; but as I did not expect any- harfh 
treatment from them, I always referred 
them to my Tatar. 

Delectetas is a fmall town, fituated 
on the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
country, and having little cultivation about 
jt in projxu'tion to the number of its in- 
habitants. Here is plenty of good w^ater; 
and in the middle of the town is a large 
fquare fcone building. This, as I have 
jobferved finiilar ftrudtures in feveral towns, 
I am inclined to think is intended as bar- 
racks for foldiers, having a great number 
of fire-places in them. 

Many of the inhabitants have Hacks of 
corn on the tops of their houfes. Here 
aifo were fomc ftacks of hay, being the 
firfi: that I had feen in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among tliefe 
mountains, 


O 4 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 . 

We fet out from Delectetas at feven 
o’clock this morning, mounted on very 
fine horfes, and with the fame military 
guardi as before. 

On leaving BbeecTeyas, we had very 
rough roads 'among fome fteep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
crofled an extenfive uncultivated plain, 
fimilar to that we had come over the day 
before, 

After pafsing fome moft dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have £uflied 
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal-, 
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of 
the military officers who had the c^re of 
pay perfon, 

At ten o’clock we arrived at a town 
palled Ullash, pleafaptly fituated by the 

5 .......... 
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fide of a liver which flows from the moun- 
tains we had paffed, and runs into the 
river Casalmack. Bet\vecn the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two fait lakes, one about three miles in 
circumference, the other about two. From 
Ullash, in the neighbourhood of which 
there is a great deal of cultivation, we de- 
parted at eleven o’clock. Our efcort 
had taken a different route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the two 
fait lakes. We overtook them in an hour, 
but did not remain with them long. I 
obferved feveral other lakes of the fame 
kind on our left, which are very ealily 
diftinguiftied, their ffiores being crufted 
with fait, i 

We now palled over feveral fine plains, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o’clock afcended fome very high moun- 
tains, from which I had an exlenfive prof- 
pe6t. On our right to the northward were 
feveral large towns, and a fine well culti- 
vated country. Beyond that was an ex- 
ceeding 
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ceecling lofty mountain covered with fnow, 
from which the river Casalmack takes 
its rife. I have rarely witnefied a more 
beautiful profpedt than I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
to the North, the winding ftreams of the 
river Casalmack enriching the feene. 

On the top of thefe mountains the road 
was tolerably fmfac^tb, a|\d ou|r horfeSibeing 
good we gallopped as faft as they could go, 
and paffed over much ground in a I'hort 
time. At' three o’clock we defeended by 
a very fteep road, and, after crofsing the 
yiver Casalmack by a neat hone bridge 
pf three arches, arrived at Sivas, 

SiVAS is a very large populous town, 
and exceedingly well watered, having fe^i 
feral fountains and a great many clear 
ftreams ruhning through it. It *is feated 
on the* weft fide of a very fertile valley, 
which —is - almoft furrounded by lofty 
■ rnountains, having no opening except 
where the river rwn? in and out, through 

a very 
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a very narrow cliannel between two fteep 
hills. Here are two ftone bridges at about 
a mile diflance from each other. 

Great quantities of corn grow in this 
valley, but not much fruit, excepting 
plums, apples, and pears; but of garden 
vegetables there is great abundance. In 
the middle of the town are fomc very 
extenfive gardens; aiad on an artificial hill 
is an old caftle now tumbling into ruins. 

Though the neighbourhood furniflies 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
houfes in general have a very ordinary ap- 
pearance, a great quantity of unfquared 
timber being employed to fupport an im-» 
inenfe weight of ftone and clay, with 
which the houfes are covered. Theinha^ 
bitants appear to enjoy much liberty ; nor 
are the women confined, as in feme large? 
cities to the eaftward, 

SiVAS is nearly asTarge as Liverpool, 
contains as many houfes, and is, I think, 
lully as populous. Though moft of the 
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private houfes are butindifFerent ftrudtures, 
many of the public buildings are elegant, 
and feme of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faid to be the firft civi- 
lized place we had met with fince we left 
Gaban Medan ; for the greateft part of 
that extenfive country through which we 
had paffed is infefted by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, jVfJjof like many of the 
Aitb tribea, hav^ ho fixed habitation, nOr 
ever continue long in one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to moleft them. 
The fmall towns we had come through 
were little more than military ftations, 
where troops are always kept for the pur- 
pofe of condudting thofe who travel under 
the protedtion of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceflary, and the forty loads of lilver 
required only the officer and the two Ta» 
tars to protedt it. - . .. 


THURSDAY 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

We were detained for want of horfes 
till nine o’clock this evening, when, late 
as it was, we fet out from Sivas, accom- 
panied by twelve more Tatars. Soon after 
we had left the town we afeended fome 
very lofty mountains, on the top of which 
ivas a plain for a few miles; but we foon 
got again among fteep heights, and conti- 
nued travelling as faft as the road would 
permit. At day-break we arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the fliape 
of a fugar-loaf ; which, notwithftanding 
our then very elevated iituation, appeared 
as high above us as any mountain in Eng- 
land. 

We continued among thefe heights 
till ten o’clock, when we defeended 
through fome fleep narrow palies and ar- 
rived at Tocat. 


Throughout 
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Throughout this ftage the roads wef'd 
tolerably good, confidering the face of the 
country; and we had not fo many fright- 
ful precipices to pafs as in the neighbour- 
hood of Medan. There was only one 
indeed that could be reckoned dangerous^) 
and that was over a ftone bridge of tw^o 
arches near the highell mountain. One 
of the arches was nearly down, having 
only a-very* narrow path Itandingj that 
fcarceJy left room for a horfe, and no pa- 
rapet to prevent accident. 

Tocat is about the fize of Sivas, but 
has a much better appearance than any 
town that I had before feen in the Ttirkifli 
dominions. The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 
greatefl: abundance of fruits that I ever 
faw, and remarkably fine in their kind; 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun- 
dant and excellent. The Armenians, who 
are very numerous here, make an excels 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like" 
claret, but much flronger. I fent my 

Tatar 
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Tatar to purchafe feme, and he brought 
about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 
chafe as much rackee. On tafting the 
wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 
and did not drink above half a wine glafs. 
There Were a great raahy Tatars and Turks 
In company, who laughed very heartily 
at my drinking wine, obferving, that I 
drank it like coifee. They would not 
tafte it, unlefs they had at lead; a pint to 
take off at a draught, and with the wine 
and rackee they all got drunk. 

I now went into the Bazar to buy fome 
fruit, and found that I could purchafe for 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could eat of either mulberries, pears, ap- 
ples, peaches, or apricots; and thofe,-in 
general, much finer in their kind than 
ever I faw in Europe. 

The town is furrounded by eminences, 
and is well watered. On the top of ^ 
lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fide 
of the town, are the remains of an old 

eaftle. 
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caftle, part of the wall of which has been 
built on the edge of a very fleep rock, 
and much of it has fallen down the pre- 
cipice. 

- "What could have induced the early in- 
habitants of thefe countries to build in 
fuch fituations I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obferved the ruins of cattles in 
fituations ■jptj. difficult , of . accefs, and 
with their 'fionts always on the edge of a 
frightful precipice- Every neceffary muft 
have been conveyed into them with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn ftone, but have 
not fuch heavy maffy walls as we often 
meet with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They appear to have 
been built with a tafte almoft equal to our 
beft pieces of modern architecture. 


FRIDAY, 

/ I 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11 . 

We fet out, a very large party, from 
Tocat at half paft four o’clock this after- 
noon ; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
ftreets being much crowed^ the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the paflage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
the mail coaches; and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they were fure to feel forae of the Tatars 
long whips. 

From the town to the bRnks of the river 
Casalmack, about a mile, is entirely co- 
vered with gardens and orchards. We 
forded the Casalmack, and, turning 
nearly due W^eft, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the moft 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The richnefs 
of the foil, and the great number of in- 
P habitants. 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
the land ; a circumilance that I had never 
before obferved lince I left India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. The 
river Casalmack runs through this vale, 
and the hills on each fide are covered with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half paft nine o’clock at a fmall town 
called Assin, in which ftands a large 
fquare done building as at Delectetas. 

. 4 SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

• '' We fetout this morning froiD AssiN at 
five o’clock, and a little below the town, 
eroded, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs into the Casalmack. We now 
took a courfe nearly due Eaft, having 
high mountains on each fide covered with 
trees. We then turned to the North up a 
valley, which interfedted this range of 
hills on our left, and continued for about 
five miles. 


At 
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At the head of this valley was a coffee-' 
houfe, where we retted a fhort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having been 
able to get either wine or rackee fince we 
left Tocat, were all become pretty fober 
again. ■ • 'i 



"We now croffed fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees,- and entered a fine well culti- 
vated vale, lying Eaft and Weft. We 
turned to our left down this vale, the hills 
on each fide covered with wood, and when 
we had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the North over fome lofty moun- 
tains, among which we continued till we 
defeended to Amasia, where , we ai'rived 
at two o’clock; though fome of our horfes 
were fo much tired .that we had been 
obliged to leave them in the mountains. 

For nearly a mile above the town was a 
deep valley, in which were many gardens 
and orchards. There was alfo a fine 
fireara of water running from the moim#, 
P 2 tains 
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tains that we had come over, on which 
were feveral mills. 


Amasia is a very extenlive and popu- 
lous town, nearly as large as Tocat, and 
is furrounded by many lofty rugged moun- 
tains. The faces of fome of thefe moun- 
tains have nearly half a mile of alraoft 
perpendicular height; and in one of thefe 
are jfeveral places cut in the; fhiid rock, 
litoilar to' a Hindoo Pagodd, arid ' which 
can only be approached by little narrow 
palfes cut through the rock. 


.irPfhe’-Tlv^.- Casa^maCk. -tuns, through 
AsiAj but cannot be feen at one view 
for more than the length of the town, 
making a circuitous courfe among the 
mountains, and running in a deep narrow 
channel both above and below the town. 
It is here a very large river, but much 
too rapid for navigation. 


■■ The town is well watered, particularly 
the lower partSj by means of large wheels 


near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. Thefe are 
turned by the ftream, having a great many 
large buckets fattened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, tliofe buckets empty 
themfelves into trpughs fixed within a 
few feet as high as the wheel. By this 
method they are enabled to keep up a con- 
tinual ttream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes frpm the troughs to the hum- 
mums, fountains, &c. 


The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with wood, but many with ttone, and co- 
vered with tiles as at Tocat. The greater 
part of the inhabitants being Ghriftians, 
here is only one mofque, and two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn ftone, and 
very handfome ftrudtures. The dome of 
the mofque covered with' lead* 


The hummunis are very extenfive, and 
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe are 
fome pleafant walks, with feveral rows of. 
trees, and the whole is furrounded by a 
lofty wall. , 
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The town can only be approached by 
two narrow pafles, one toward the North, 
and another toward the South ; and thefe 
are fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep, 
that they might be eafily defended by a 
very fmall force. 


They make here a very good white 
wine, foihethjng like iherry, and very 
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A Sivas Tatar^ 
named Suliman, who had accompanied 
us from Sivas, attempted to ftioot an- 
other Tatar who was returning from CoN^t 
gTANTiNOPLE, but was prevented by the 
reft interfering, It is impofsible to de?' 
fcribe the confufion among thofe people 
when they quarrel. Upon the llighteft 
provocation they have immediate recourfe 
■ to their arms, for they are never without 
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their 
ide, ^>'I have feen many quarrels among 
them,'* and foirie of the party feverely 
woundedj but never remember any to have 
been killed ppon the fpot, 
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My Tatar not being quite ready, I fet 
out at feven o’clock in the evening with a 
Turk who had accompanied us from Siv is. 
He had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for hirafelf, and two with 
each a pair of leather bags, but not heavy. 
He came under the protedtion of Suli- 
MAN, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackee as any of them, and 
was reckoned by the Turks a very fine 
finger. Whenever we entered or left a 
town, he would fing and roar loud enough 
to be heard a mile. I have frequently 
feen the people run out of doors in great 
numbers to hear him. 

Soon after we had left the Conac, our 
Turk having drank as much wine and 
rackee as rendered it fomewhat difficult fox 
him to keep on horfeback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got out of Amasia the guide 
witiied to return, but the. Turk would not 
permit him. 

P 4 We 
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We afcended -a very lofty mountain to- 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near afpring of water, the guide 
faid that he wanted to drink. Putting, 
therefore, the fore-horfe’s bridle into the 
Turk’s hand, to hold till he returned, he 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
night to run nway unperceived. We 
waited for him feme time, but at laft, fuf- 
pedting the cafe, purfued our journey. 
The Turk leading three horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we 
foon loft our road, but were fortunate 
enough to difcover a light about eleven 
o’clock, which we found proceeded from 
a final! encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants of Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft. I was very happy 
fo meet with thefe people; for the Turk 
being ftiil drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, I found myfelf very unplea- 
fantly fituated. Even after we difcovered 
the light, we had to defcend fome very 
Iteep places before we could reach it. When 
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'p. e had got to the encampment, we tied 
tiie five horfes together, and went to fleep 
upon the ground. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13. 

# ■ 

The Turk having been much refrcflied 
by his fleep, at halt* paft two o’clock we 
got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsiftance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was very rough and 
fleep for feme time, and I was glad when 
it became day-light. At length we got 
from among thefe dangerous fleeps, and 
defeended into an extenfive uncultivated 
vale about fifteen miles, over. We gal- 
loped moft of the way acrofs this vale, the 
Turk leading the horfes, and I acting the. 
part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to 
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
Marsiwan at half paft fix o’clock, where 
we found the reft of our party. Our 
horfes were completely knockeid up; even 

mine. 
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mine, thoiigli a very good one, was. By 
galloping from one Bde to the other to 
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid I fliould have been obliged to 
leave him before we reached Marsiwan. 
The Turk feemed much gratified by the 
afsifiancc I had given him. 

Marsiwan is a town nearly as large as 
SivAS, and fituated near the foot of feme 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
extenfive vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as molt kinds 
of fruits, which were now ripe. They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good red wine firailar to that 
which we had at Tocat. The Turk who 
had accompanied me from Amasia again 
got drunk, and roared till he became ex- 
TCfsively difordered in his ftomach. 

%Ve fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o’clock, and continued on the north 
fide of the vjale for about twenty miles. 
At the weft end is a town called Ajamque, 

fituated 
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fituated in a very fine country; we did 
not, however, go through this town, but 
paffed it on our left. , 

We now turned to the northward, and 
entered a very hilly woody countiy, 
thridding feveral fieep and narrow paffes 
by the fide of a river, fome of which were 
fo lofty and ftcep as to make my head 
giddy. 

We met with little cultivation after we 
paffed Ajamque, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
reached at feven o’clock. 

. , ■ 4 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
a fteep rocky mount, on the top of which 
alfo fome houfes have been eredted. It is 
a tolerably large town, and Hands on the 
banks of the river Atoezu. 

We fet out again at eight o’clock in 
the evening, and croffed the river over a 
neat Hone bridge of fifteen arches. We 
then continued on the wefiern banks of 
2 the 
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the river, and rode very fafl over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofe; but we continued 
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till 
half paft twelve o’clock, when we arrived 
at a fmall town called Hadjee Hamza. 
This ftage was thirty miles. 

MONDAY, AUGUST l-t. . ■! 

We fet out this morning from Hadjee 
Hamza at fix o’clock, and continued for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu. Wc then found the river take 
a turn to the nortlnvard, being joined by 
another conliderablc one that flows from 
the weftward. We forded the latter, and 
continued on the north fide of it for two 
hours. The country through which we 
palled was very hilly and woody ; near the 
river were feveral paddy grounds, and as 
much cultivation as the face of the coun- 
try would permit. We rode brifkly all the 
morning, and at ten o’clock arrived at 
Tosia, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill. 
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hill, at the foot of which is a fine fertile 
country. This ftage was twenty-feven 
miles. 

Quitting Tosia at one o’clock, we 
palled feveral vineyards, and then got into 
a very hilly woody country. Wc travelled 
fome time by the fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds-^ 
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva- 
tion. We rode brilkly the greateft part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o’clock at 
a fmall town called Cojasate, fituated in 
a barren hilly country. Tire Conac here 
is a new building, and had better accom- 
modations than I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

From Cojasate we. fet out at tea 
o’clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it 
was very dark, and the roads bad. The 
Tatars galloped as fall as they could, and 
in about an hour we got out of the bad 
road into a country rather hilly, but per-' 
fedlly clear from wood. In defeending a 
hill, a horfe fell down and broke one of 

his 
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair 
of leathern bags belonging to the Sivas 
Tatar Sulim an; the trappings were im- 
mediately taken otf the horfe, and put on 
another; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe upon 
the ground, we fet out again, the road 
becoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We' continued to ride as faft 
as our horfes could go, and in two hours 
■after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died inftantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by this 
accident, having plenty of fpare horfes; 
but rode more moderately after the fecond 
accident, and arrived at half part two 
o’clock at Carachurin. This ftage was 
tvventy-f ight miles. 

Carachurin is a large ftraggling town 
ljuilt on both tides of a rivulet between two 
' hills. The houfes in general very mean, 
and badly built. They are only one ftory 
high, and have flat roofs. 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 15 . 

We departed thence at half paft four 
o’clock, and foon after w® had left the 
town entered a fine open champaign conn-, 
try. The roads being very good, we ar- 
rived at CoRREGELAR at fix o’clock, being 
only twelve miles. 

This is a fmall and ill-built towm, con- 
taining about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of frelh 
horfes detained us here till one o’clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelling 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve miles, arrived at half paft two 
o’clock at Serkees, a fmall but neat 
town, many of the hojifes being built 
with hewn ftone. We dined here, and 
fet out again on the fame horfes at three 
o’clock. 
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We rode briflcly over a fine well culti* 
vatcd country till five o’clock, when we 
got among fome very fleep mountains, 
great part of the road over which was fo 
dangerous, that one falfe flep of the horfe 
Would have plunged us from, the height of 
at leaft three hundred yards into a riven 

Quitting at. length thefe dangerous 
pades, we entered a fine open country on 
our right, where w'as a fmall town by the 
fide of a riven We turned, however, to 
the left, and arrived at Bainder at fix 
o’clock. This flage was eighteen miles. 

, Bainder 'is a fmall town, but flands 
on an eminence, and at a diftance has 
a very pretty appearance. The mofque 
is an indifferent building, but the minaret 
is very handfome and lofty ; and the houfcs 
are chiefly built with wood. 

4 , 

We left Bainder on frefh horfes at ten 
o’clock; and, though it was very dark till 
the moon rofe, and the roads indiflferent. 
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we reached Jeredarc at half pafl two in 
the morning, without meeting with any 
accident. 


^VEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1(3. 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 
with good accommodations. The town is 
in an elevated fituation, being almoft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 
morning they had a good fire in the Co- 
nac, and the people were civil and atten- 
tive. 

The town is large, and has a good Ba- 
zar, well fiipplied. They excel here in 
manufadturing leather, and many other 
articles ; and there are alfo feveral copper 
manufadlories. 

The houfes have a Angular appearance, 
being in general built with large round 
trees let into each other at the ends, and 
the crevices filled up with clay. Very 
Q few 
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few Iioufes are tiled, being chiefly covered 
with deal boards. 


We left Jeredarc at feven o’clock, 
and for the firfl; five miles pafled through a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
midfl: of this vale is a fine lake of frcfli 
water. 


Here is a great deal of corn; the coun- 
try is cultivated nearly the whole way to 
Boli ; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, than I had feen in any part of Eng- 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruits 
of various kinds. 


After pafsing feveral villages both to 
the right and left, we arrived at Boli at 
two o’clock. This ftage is forty miles. 


About half way between Jeredarc- 
and Boli I obferved forae ruins, of which 
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moft of the ftone was marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been cut in a ftile of 
workmanlhip fuperior to any Turkilh ma- 
fonry that I had yet feen, I was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among the 
ruins. On one marble column I faw fe- 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zeu?, 
and am perfuaded, that could I have 
fpared time, I might have been able to 
have made out great part of the inferip- 
tion. My Tatar and the reft of the party 
had left me behind, and I was in confe- 
quence prevented from Hopping fo long as 
I could have wifhed. About three miles 
nearer BpLi, on the right lide of the road, 
are fome more ruins, with walls of an ex- 
traordinary thickoefs; but I did not obferve 
any thing interefting among them, and 
therefore paffed on. 

Boli is a large town in a fertile htua- 
tion. It contains, however, nothing 
worthy of particular notice. The mofques, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or- 
dinary buildings. The public edifices are 
Q 2 nume- 
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numerous, and the town is weli fupplled 
with good water. 

From Boli we fet out on frefli liorfes 
at half paft feven o’clock. It became 
very dark in about an hour, at which time 
we entered a large foreft, wherein we 
continued for tWenty-fivc miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was difagree- 
able enough ; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe’s head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fome difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very fteep, that I could 
' fcarcely fit my horfe. 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 17 . 

In this ei^ctenfive forefl; we continued till 
we nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place we arrived at two o’clock, after 
fording a large river. This ftage was thirty- 
fix miles. 


Duchea 
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Duchea is a fmail village fituated in a 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

We departed thence at fix o’clock, and 
foon entered a woody Country with very 
little cultivation. On Our road we met a 
hundred horfemen conducting a Turkilh 
Balhaw, w'ho rode in the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
every poll tion. 

We foon entered another thick forefl:, 
fimilar to that which we had pafled 
through the night before. In this we had 
to travel about twenty miles, and arrived 
at Hindak at half pall twelve o’clock. 
This Itage is twenty-feven miles. 

Hindak is an inconflderable town, fitu- 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no- 
tice. 
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It was half paft five o’clock before we 
were afile to procure frelh horfes here; 
and feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reach 
Sabanja, and I recolledted the many 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night ; but after being well affured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, I con- 
fented to proceed. . 

For the firfi: three hours we travelled 
through a woody country, partly culti- 
vated in the interjacent vallies. 

We now palled upwards of a thoufand 
buffaloes carrying Ihip-timber to Con- 
stantinople from the forefts through 
which we had < travelled. Some of the 
timbers were, remarkably fine; and the 
whole had been fquared and formed in the 
forefts, where we had feen many fawycrs 
at work as we came through. 

At nine o’clock we crofted the river 
Zacharea over a wooden bridge about a 
2 quarter 


f 
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quarter of a mile long. We were, how- 
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over 
this bridge; for, inftead of planks, it was 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crofsing the Za-CHAREA, we con- 
tinued in a very woody country till we ar- 
rived at the lake Sabanja; whence, 
keeping along the weftern Ihore, we ar- 
rived at half paft eleven o’clock at the 
town of the fame name. This ftage was 
thirty-fix miles. 

The lake Sabanja is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
is a very fine iheet of frefii water, and its 
being fituated in a woody country, adds 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at Hindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 
ftill a continuation of' thofe extenfive 
Q 4- forefts 


I 
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forefts through which we had travelled. 
They are above two hundred miles in 
length, and about hxty broad. In feme 
places they are very lofty, and form an 
extenfive chain of mountains ranging Eaft 
and eft, which I have always obferved 
to have been their fituation fince I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefls was generally North, and acrofs 
tliefe was a paved caufeway that conti- 
nued the whole way. It appears to be 
very ancient, and is now much out of re- 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been wafhed 
away from both fides of the pavement to 
the depth of near three feet. It is in 
many places undermined, and has fallen 
down; yet, though it is now fo very 
rough that the horfes can only go upon it 
in a few places, itftifl ferves as a guide to 
thofe who travel acrofs thofe forefts. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 18 . 

We fet out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o’clock, and rode through a beau- 
tiful country. At about eight miles dif- 
tance we had a fine profpect of Ismit, 
which we reached at half paft eight 
©’clock. 

Ismit is a large town, and has a de- 
lightful appearance from the valley before 
it. The houfes are not over-crowded, and 
the profpect is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed all over the place. The 
lower part of the town is wafhecl by the 
fea. Being built on the hope of a hill 
facing the South, it is very well fupplied 
witli water; and on the fide of the hill, 
both to the Eaft and Weft, are many vine- 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weftward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 
five or fix miles. The neatnefs of the 
town, the garden grounds, the fea, the 

finely. 
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finely-cuitivated country on tlie oppoJite 
/hore, and the two infers, with the corn- 
helds in the vale before the town, form al- 
togctlier one of the fineft profpects I ever 
faw. 

We fet out from Ismit at lialf pafl: nine 
o’clock, and continued near the fea, fome- 
times on the beach. About twenty miles 
Weft from that place are forae ancient ruins 
clofe to the fea. Part of the walls, feme 
of which are about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushan, 
very pleafantly fttuated on the fide of a 
hill hoping gradually to the fea. 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
for a great variety of other fruits, which 
were now chiefly ripe. 

At Co-usHAN we left the fea and turned 
northward. After we had pafled the vine- 
yards belonging to the town, we entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 
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which runs a fmall river that has a 
neat ftone bridge of three arches over it. 
We now rode brilkly moft of the w’ay, 
and arrived at half pall five o’clock at 
Gabaza. ■ 

Gabaza is a fmall but neat town, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a liill, 
from the top of which is a very fine pro- 
fpe<Sl of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous iflands. 

From the town to the fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar- 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza we departed at half pall 
fix o’clock on frefli horfes, and pafsing 
through a very fine country near tfie fea, 
fometimes on the beacli, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where we remained an 
hour to refrelli. ■ «. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
flowly, it w'as two o’clock before we 
reached Scutari. 


Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
day-break, when we procured a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and croffed over to Consta^^tinople to 
have it examined at the Cullom-hoiife. 
The officer fuffered it to pafs upon re- 
ceiving a piaftre; and we croffed over to 
Pera, to the houfe of Peter Tooke, 
Efq. the Eaft India Company’s Agent, to 
whom T had letters of recommendation. 

Constantinople having been fo often 
defcribed by travellers, and being fo well 
known to EngUffi readers, the author 
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to 
fwell this volume by accounts that can- 
not pofsibly poffefs either novelty or in- 
tcrelt to recommend them. His objedt 
has been to defcribe fuch parts as he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre- 
quented by former travellers from Eng- 
land. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. 

Having flayed a week at Constan- 
tinople, I obtained frefh paffports from 
the Porte, and from the Imperial Minifler 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half paft feven o’clock in the evening of 
this day fet out, accompanied by a Jani- 
zary, who w as to be paid three blind red 
pialires to conduct me to the frontiers. 

After travelling tw’^o or three miles from 
Constantinople, ive entered an open 
country without the fmallefl marks of 
cultivation, and not bearing the leafl ap- 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the city itfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very fmall 
in proportion to the population. 

\ f 

At nine o’clock, looking back towards 
Constantinople, I obferved a dreadful 
fire, wdiich my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. ' 

We 
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We continued our route over an open 
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half pafi: ten 
o’clock arrived at a fmall neat town called 
Chaque Medja. 

This town is pleafantly feated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
with it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ftone bridge. The ground 
being fwampy, there is a done caufeway 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of paflengers. 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2(5. 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half paft five o’clock ; and after 
crofsing the bridge and caufeway at the 
head of the lake, afcended feme hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpedt over 
the Archipelago and the furrounding 
, country. 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 2S9 

country, which had a more favourable ap- 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul- 
tivation and almoft crowded with villages. 

After leaving feveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medja 
at half paft eight o’clock. 

Bed Chaque Medja is a tolerably large 
town, htuated on the weft fide of a hill at 
the head of a fait lake about four miles 
long, which has communication with the 
fea. Here too is a ftone bridge, and a 
caufe-way about a quarter of a mile long 
between tlie lake and the fea. 

Nearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 
MeDja, on the -Eaft fide of a hill, is a* 
fmall neat town called Cai.litratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, and on 
the fea before the town were feveral fmali 
veft'els riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half paft nine 
o’clock, and continued along the ftiore, 

fometi mes 
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fometimes on the beach ; and at about fix 
miles weft of Beu Chaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland, 
and two near the fliore. The firft we 
came to is called Comburgus. It is a fmall 
village, but has many ruins about it, 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prcfent. 

% 

Continuing our ro\ite along the beach 
fix miles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider- 
able building ftanding on the beach, 
having part of its wails walked by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftrudture and very 
lofty ; the whole is built entirely with 
hewn ftone, has been very well finilhed, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 

Soon after we left Badus, we croffed 
feme hills, whence we had a very fine 
profpecl over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen lliips, 
befide great numbers of fmaller craft, 
going towards Constantinople. Within 

the 
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the iflands alfo there were three TurkiOi 
&ips of war returning from a cruize, a 
fifty gun ihip, a frigate, and a corvette. 
Thefe veflels were warping out of tiie har- 
bour the morning I arrived at Constan- 
tinople. 

We continued our journey along the 
ftiore for near eight miles, leaving on our 
right a very finely cultivated country, 
which flopes gradually down to the fea^ 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards 
for about a mile, we arrived at Killee- 
VER at half paft two o’clock. 

Killeever * is a large and populous 
town, which has once been well forti- 
fied, a great part of it being ftill fur- 
rounded by a firong walk iSome of the 
mofques and minarets are very handfome 
buildings. The lower part of tthe towm is 
waflied by the fea* We faw feveral velTels, 
fome of about two hundred tons burden, 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 

* Sijivria in the Maps, 

. R ^ appeared 
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appeared to itte to be fo well flieltered by 
the high land orr each fide of it, that 
{hips might, in any weather, ride in 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 


From KilEeever we fet out at three 
o’clock this morning, and journied about 
eight miles along the fea-lhore, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, paffed 
over an open country, with little cultiva- 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
we came to was Connyclue, where we 
arrived at half paft fix o’clock, and re- 
mained an hour to refrefii. After leaving 
Connyclue, we came acrofs a very dreary 
country, in which not a tree nor a ftone 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither clay nor fand ; and what 
little 3 vegetation there is, is nearly de- 
llroyed by innumerable quantities of 
ground fquirrels. 


The 


TOWARDS ENGLAND. ,243 

Tlie firft figns of cultivation we met 
with were the vineyards belonging to a 
town called Chouroe, and which are 
near three miles long. At Chouroe we 
arrived about ten o’clock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our route over 
an open barren country. About eight 
miles beyond Chouroe we crolTed a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn fione, and neatly turned. 
So many arches, however, did not appear 
by any means necefiary at prefent, as 
there was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

We now entered a country poflefsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
and turned about a quarter of a mile 
out of our road, to feed our horfes at a 
town called Carrastran. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three 
lofty fione pillars, which, I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrofs the valley to the town. 
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We .only refted half an hour here, and 
then continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Borg AS, which we reached at half paft 
fix o’clock. Here our profpedl was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding country ; for we had not feen 
any, excejjt a few fruit trees," fince we left 
^the fea-coaflr. ' 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28 . 

This morning we fet oiit from Borgas 
at four o’clock, and foon after we left the 
town entered a large foreft, in which we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
Teeing either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly. 
• Ffoifi this place to Kirkleesan, about 
fouf miles, the whole way is covered with 
vineyards. 

We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o’clock. This is a very large and popu- 
lous town, having ten mofques and mina- 
rets, and feveral hummuras. All the public 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble, 
and fome of them very handfome. Here 
we jprocured frefh horfes, having conti- 
nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o’clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and foon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on frelh horfes 
we rode brilkly, and at three o’clock ar- 
rived at a fmall village called Ericlee, 
around wdiich there was a little cultiva- 
tion, the firfl: we had met with fmee we 
paffed the yineyards of Kirkleesan. 

We did not flop here, however, but 
continued our route without any delay till 
half pall four, when we arrived at a vil- 
lage called Canarea, where we put up 
at a Greek’s houle to refrelli. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and our 
R 3 Ifoft 
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hoft brought us out the beft refrefliments he 
had in the houfe. In thefe fmall villages 
there are very fewTurks, and if there be one, 
it is almoft certain that he is a barber; but 
he will flrut about and affume as much con- 
fequence as a bathaw. I had frequently ob- 
ferved thefe great men in the little villages 
we pafled through, and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made' me rather more atten- 
tive to the adlions of the one we met with 
in this village, who, after giving the falaiii 
in great form, came to converfe with my 
Janizary. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguilh thefe important perfonages. 

We only remained h^re half an hour, 
and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods. At half paft 
feven o’clock we reached- a village called 
Faccue, where we changed horfes, and 
fet out again at half paft -.eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till We arrived at a town called 
Karrapoonar, which we reached at half 
paft twelve o’clock. 

5 


The 
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The diftance from Kirkleesan to 
Fa c CUE is thirty-fix miles, and from 
thence to Karrapoonar fifteen. 

I ^ ' 

1 _ TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o’clock. For the firft two hours our 
road was through very thick woods, and I 
obferved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever fince we left the fea-coaft. 

At eight o’clock we arrived at a village 
called Benlee, where we ftopt half an 
hour at a Greek’s houfe to refrelh. The 
matter of the houfe had two very beau^ 
tiful daughters. The Greeks in general 
have handfome features; but thefe parti- 
cularly attradted ray attention. They, as 
well as the peafantry in general, had a 
very ridiculous cuttom of tying all their 
treafure round their necks ; and I have ac- 
tually feen fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 
R 4* fattened 
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faftened round their necks with filk ftrings. 
This cuftom, however, is confined to the 
unmarried part of the fex, wives having 
no ornament whatever on that part of 
their perfons, 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 
within two miles of Benlee, which in 
part fcparates Romalia from Bulqaeia. 

After we left Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way to Idos, 
which we reached at ten o’clock, It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their ears and the end of the tail, 
which were brown ; there were alfo many 
buffaloes. 

Idos is a tolerably large town, and 
pleafantly fituated. Many of the houfes 
are built within a compound, fimilar to 
thofe of the Bramins and Nairs in India, 
which makes the town at a diftance appear 
much larger than it really is, 


The 
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1 

The peafantry here feparate the corn 
from the ftraw by the fame method as in 
Asia Minor, and which I have obferved 
to be adopted in all countries where the 
rains are periodical. They make a ring 
about forty yards round, fometimes of 
clay, and fometimes paved. They then 
bring their corn from the field, and throw 
it in a heap in the middle of the ring. 
They have a fledge too, which is fome- 
times drawn by bullocks, fometimes by 
horfes, and fome of thefe have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
tlraw as it goes round; though in others 
I have feen flint Hones faflened to the 
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy 
weight. Befide the perfon who drives 
the cattle, another is employed with a 
fork in. tofsing the feaw from the ring if 
the grain is extracted, and taking frefli 
from the heap in t|ie middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 
they have extradted the whole of their 
corn, without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is much 

quicker 


250 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 
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quicker, and eafier too, than our mode of 
thrafhing in England. 

As the weather in England is local, 
perhaps more fo than in any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many days together, might notthofe who 
have large farms and extenfive buildings 
follow a limilar plan, or even build theds, 
which would anfwcr as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thralh- 
ing ? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confequently be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Id os at twelve o’clock 
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, in 
which we continued till feven o’clock, 
when we croffed a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall town 
named Chenga near its banks. 


The 
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The road through the foreft was fome- 
times very bad. We followed the bed of 
a river for an hour, which was rough and 
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 
danger. Though we were frequently near 
the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 
thick that I had not often an opportunity 
of feeing it ; yet we were fometimes with- 
in two hundred yards of the beach, and 
faw a fhip ftanding towards Constanti- 
nople. 

The. foreft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks ; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fome very fine 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the fea they may be ftiipped with little 
trouble, 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

We fet out from Cheng a at four 
o’clock, and after pafsing a little cultiva- 
tion near the town entered another thick 

■ ' ' forefti 
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forcfl, which led us to a village called 
Enechee, after crofsing a river bearing 
the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 


Wc foon came to another foreft, in 
which we continued till we arrived near 
Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
o’clock. 


Pravadee is a large and well inha- 
bited town, containing many very good 
buildings. It is fituated in a narrow vale 
running N. and S. between two fleep 
rocky hills. - We remained' here an hour 
to refrelh and* change horfes. 


Afcending the hill on the weftern lide, 
we had a fine profpedt of the furrounding 
country, and on the top of the hill on 
the eafi; fide of Pravadee is another large 
town called Disdarchue. 


We now entered a fine country, and 
pafied through a great many villages in 
high cultivation, and abounding in or- 
2 chard s 
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cliards and vineyards. Moft kinds of fruit 
were now ripe, in great plenty, and very 
cheap, as were likewife provifions of all 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Weft, ?and we 
pafled through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chelepcha, twenty miles Weft from 

pRAVADEE. 

On leaving Chelepcha we pafied a 
village on our right called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o’clock arrived at 
Chumloo. 

This is a very populous fown, and, 
fthwgh not regularly fortified, is of great 
natural ftren^h' from its fituation, having 
a fteep mountain behind the town, forming 
a femicircle, on which .the Turks have 
planted feveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a confiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

this 
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this town, and defeated the Turkifli forces. 
The latter retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofle and 
paling before the town, and up each fide 
of the mountain. [This temporary forti- 
fication fiill remains entire.] As the 
JRufsian army approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat- 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their Geiierarand retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft which is perfeaiy inaccefsi- 
ble to an army. 

'We left Chumloo at five o’clock on 
frefh borfes, and, travelling weftward 
through a well cultivated country, came 
at twelve o clock to a large town called 
Arnootka, fituated in a valley. At one 
we reached Rasgrat; and this is reckon- 
ed thirty-two miles from Chumloo. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 

At half paft fix we fet out from Ras- 
GRAT on frefti horfes, and at eight o’clock 
flopped an hour to refrelh at a village 
called UcHENCHA. 

We now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the fineft countries I had 
yet feen, with corn and ploughed land on 
each fide as far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o’clock we arrived at Rochuke, 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
hill, which continues for feveral miles near 
the Danube, and is covered with vine- 
yards. 

Rochuke is a large populous town 
about the fize of Liverpool. We did 
not, however, flop here, but crofied the 
Danube, and landed about three miles 
‘ , below 
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below on the oppofite fide, at a town 
called Ergnoff. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as either the Euphrates dr Ti- 
gris. 

We refredied at Ergnoff, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 
which we were conveyed to a village 
called CopucHEN, where we arrived at 
eleven o’clock. On enquiry, I found that 
this was the manner in which I was to 
travel through Wallachi ■ Thefe poft 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheelsv They have not, either about 
the cart' of the horfes furniture, the 
fmalleft particle of iron or other metal 
whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run 
very fall; for we travelled, upon an aver- 
age, rather quicker than by the mail 
coaches in England. 


-mv'h-':- 
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Friday, September 1. 

We fet out this morning at fix o’clock. 
1 had one poft-cart with three horfes, and 
my Janizary another with the fame num- 
ber. We met with no cultivation till 
nine o’clock, when we reached a village 
called Calligurran, where we break- 
fafted and remained till half paft ten. 

We then refumed our journey througli 
a very fine country, though little culti- 
vated* The foil, however, appears well 
adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown 
earth, very even, and not a fione to be 
feen the natural produce of the place* 

At twelve o’clock we crofied a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made fail by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart 
the boats, which made it very difagrae- 
ble crofsing. We then continued our 
route through a fin© country in which 
S little 
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little corn was grown, except maize, and 
at three o’clock reached Bukarest, the' 
capital of Wallachia, and the refidencc 
of the lioSPODAR. 

I now made nfe of the letters of intro- 
duction which I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter Baron Herbert de 
Rathkaal at Constantinople to 
DE MERKELinSj the Imperial Conful Ge- 
neral here;' front whom I received the 
greatcit civilities, and at whofe houfe I 
remained till Monday the 4-th. 

Ide politely took me in his carriage all 
round the environs of Bukarest, and 
gave me every information that I could 
With refpeCting the country. 

BuKARESy is a very extenfive and po- 
pulous city, containing three hundred and 
fixty Greek churches, one Roman and one 
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents.- 
Here are' no Turkith raofques, nor are 
they permitted to be built in any part of 
the province. Gentlemen’s carriages are 

here 
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licre very numerous, and a man is looked 
Upon in no other light than as a fervant or 
a peafant, who does not keep one. A 
coach, with a pair of liorfes and a driver, 
may be all kept here for fifty pounds 
flerling. The coachmen and footmen are 
in general Egyptian flaves. 

There is much intrigue carried on in 
the higher ciafles, particularly among the 
married people. A man never fees his in- 
tended bride till they exchange rings, a 
ceremony that takes place a few days be- 
fore the marriage ; for the parents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without aflcing the content of 
either. 

In a very fcort time after the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difcontinue, 
fleeping together, each carrying on their 
refpe<5tive intrigues. The ladies ufually 
keep their feparate carriages, as a coach, 
with a proper equipage, is commonly a part 
of the marriage portion. The unmarried 
S 2 young 
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young ladies, however, are kept up as 
clofe as in a nunnery, and are not per- 
mitted to keep company with any men 
whatever until the ceremony of exchang- 
ing rings with their intended hulbands has 
taken place. 

I believe^ there are few people in the 
world, particularly among thofe who call 
themfelves Chrlftians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people, 
and in reality have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu- 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
chaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, fome- 
thing refembling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek characters in it. 

Walla CHI A poflefles In general a rich 
foil, but is rather woody. In the greateft 
part of the province there is fcarcely a 
hill or Hone the natural produce of the 
country. Their corn is chiefly maize, of 

which 
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which they have a great quantity; yet 
good wheaten bread is to be had in tlie 
larger towns. - 

Provifions of all kinds are very cheap ; 
and I bought a 'fine fowl for fix Turkiih 
parra, value about three halfpence fterling. 

The inhabitants in general are Greeks, 
and they have not many foreigners among 
them. In the larger towns, ho%vever, 
there are fome Jews and a few Germans. 

They ere(5t crucifixes near the roads; 
fome of thefe are of ftone, but they are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted; fome having Jesus Christ, 
fome the Virgin Mary, others the 
Twelve Apoftles, fome the 'I'en Command- 
ments, prayers. See. depicted on them. 
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and 
mofl: of the country people make their 
obedience as they pafs them. 

The province is well watered;, the 
bridges are all built with wood ; but they 
S 3 have 
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have a very ridiculous cuftom of laying 
loofe pieces of half-fquarcd timber acrofs 
the bridges, which frequently give \yay 
under the horfes feet. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4'. 

Having provided fome neceflaries and 
provifions for my journey, as well as fome. 
trifles which I might have occafion for 
while performing quarantine, I took leave 
of my kind hoft, M. de Merkelius, to 
whom I am apprehenlive that I mull al- 
ways remain indebted. 

I had here a poft-cart fimilar to what I 
came in, but with four horfes, for I wiflied 
to travel as quick as pofsible. I had a 
Janizary to accompany me, who rode on 
horfeback, and was of much fervice in 
interpreting, as well as in providing horfes, 
fo as to prevent unneceffary delays. I was 
anxious to arrive at the Lazaretto before 
fun-fet the ■ following day, as I fliould 
thereby lave a whole day' and night. I 

travelled, 


TOWAIDS ENGLAND, 


Q63 


Iravellecl, therefore* much 

fafter than I 

could have ex|>e6led, and 

even quicker 

than tlie mail in England, as will ap~ 

pear by the following cliftanoes and towns 

through which I paffed. 

Cerman Pojs^ 

PUKARESTtoPoLONTINE . 

If 

Florest . . 

.... .2 

Giest . . . . 

..... 3 

Gierbuoff . 

2 

Fittest . . . 

If 

Moara . . . 

If 

Argish . . . 

..... 2 

Salatrook . 

3f 

PERISHAW . 

2 

Keenen . . 

2 

EothenThurn Pass,') 


■wliere I performed quarantine, ) 


224 

wliich, reckoning 12 Englii|i ipijes to ^ 
Gernian poft, is 270 miles, 

The above are not the only towns 
through which I paffed ; but are fpecilied 
being the places appoiiited for frefti 
S f 
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horfes, which are always kept ready on 
purpofe to convey the German mails, and 
are paid for that fervice by M. de Mer. 
KELius, who has great part of the ma- 
nagement of forwarding the German poll 
from Constantinople to the frontiers, 
and^ through whofe hands all the Eaft 
India Company’s difpatches pafs, on their 
way to Vienna, 

I arrived at the Rothen Thurn Pass 
at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 
5th September, when my quarantine com- 
ipenced. I had brought letters from M. 
DE Merkelius to the Direaor of the 
Lazaretto, however, which proved of 
much fervice ; for I was in confequence 
particularly attended to, had a fervant 
appointed to wait on me, and was fuppHed 

with plenty of the heft provihons, wine 
and fruits. * 

When at Constantinople, I wifeed 
much to come through Servia and Bel- 
grade, and to perform quarantine at 
teMLiN, but was induced to decline 


coming 
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coming that route on being informed, that 
I flioulcl be detained thirty days; whereas 
by this route I fliould only be delayed ten 
days by the quarantine. This route alfo 
being appointed by the Germans for con* 
dueling the poll, I experienced no other 
detention whatever; in the other, I Ihould 
have been liable to many delays. 

My Janizary and myfelf had travelled 
fo fall: as actually to keep in company with 
the poll till after we crolTed the Danube, 
when I found myfelf fo much fatigued 
that I preferred remaining all night to 
continuing with the poll any longer. I 
have often had the vanity to think that 1 
was as able to endure fatigue and hard^- 
lliips as moll mpn, always enjoying a 
good llrong conllitution, and from choice 
having been accuftomed to live tempe- 
rately ; but I have had experience enough 
to know, that I mull fubmit to the Turks, 
whofe patience and perfeverance in per- 
forming the longell journies exceed ail 
belief. 


from 
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From tlie night of tlie ‘25 th Auguft to 
the evening of the 31ft, I had travelled fijc 
hundred and feventy-two Englifli miles, 
as will appear by the following diftances, 
given me by M. be. Merkeeius, the Di- 
rector of the Poft, and on wdiofc know- 
ledge and veracity J piay have perfeCt 
dependence. 

German 

jFrom CoNSTAiirTiNopLE to Rochuke 
on the Danube, through Romalia 
and Bulgaria 50 

From Erguoff on the D4.NUBE to 
Bukarest 6 

■‘‘.f-'.i'- 56 ; 

which, reckoning 12 Englifli niiles to a 
German poft, is 672 miles. 

The latter has been accurately afeer- 
tained by the German engineers, who had 
the conducting of artillery to Erguoff in 
the late war. 

On the 14th September ray quarantine 
expired, the day on which I arrived being 

jeckqne4 



reckoned as one, uecaute i was there be- 
fore fuh-fet. As there was no carriage 
ready, the Diredlor reGommended me to 
wait till the following morning, the poft 
being expected at fix o’clock. After 
breakfafting with the Director, who made 
many apologies for not "attending me 
better, being prevented from having any 
communication, I made his two chil^ 
dren a prefent, and took my leave, per- 
fectly fiitisfied with his conduct, 


I fet out in the poft 
built on purpofe, and wi' 
modations and more co 
the Wallachian; thoi 
lia’ht. 


Our road for the firft f 
the banks of the river 
very hieh hills and thic 
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At BoetzhAr all my paflports, and 
certificates of having performed the qua- 
rantine, were examined. 

After getting through thofe paffes we 
entered a fine open country, in which nu- 
merous villages and fome confiderable 
towns were to be feen, and the greater 
part of the whole was cultivated. 

At eleven o’clock we arrived at Herr- 
MANSTADT, the capital of Transyl^ 
VANIA* 

' " Here I delivered the letter which I had 
brought from the Imperial Minifter at 
Constantinople to the General Com- 
mandant of^the province, who behaved 
very politely, , and made me welcome at 
his houfe. He entertained a very high 
opinion of the Engllfii, (by whofe troops 
he had once been taken prifoner when in 
Flanders) but knew very little of the 
language; for lie often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only two 
words, the common exprefsion in fwearv 
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ing, wliicli hcfaid he learned while apri- 
foiier. 

The palTports I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter at Constantinople 
(for what purpofe I cannot fay) mentioned 
4hat I was a bachelor, whicli the General 
obferving, he wiflied me much to marry 
a German, faying that they had plenty 
of very handfome women, and tliat if I 
would fix upon any one, he would pledge 
himfelf that I fiiould not meet with a re- 
fufal in the whole province. 

Herrmanstadt is a tolerably W'cll 
built city. The promenade is very 
pleafant, and they have alfp a very hand- 
fome theatre. Their mufic is excellent, 
having the advantage of fome of the firft 
German performers. The people arn very 
polite, and obferve much formality; for 
no pedfon above the rank of a fervant can 
walk in the ftreets without a fword by his 
fide. They are alfo very particular in 
their drefies; and a native of the province 
wears a drefs fimiiar to what was worn in 

England 

4 ' . . 
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England upwards of a hundred year^ 
ago, viz, a long coat almoft reaching tO 
the ground, trimmed all round with fur ; 
a' pair of boots like thofe of our heavy 
cavalry, with a cocked hat fomething like 
a Dutch fleipper’s. People from every 
province are known here by their refpec- 
tive drefles; and even every tradefnian is 
diftinguillied by his apparel, 

'Whoever vifits this city, if fee can fpare 
two hours, fliould not neglect feeing 
Baron Brukenthal’s extenfive colledtion 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
which are , by the firft mafters, Guido, 
ibusENSv‘'^Bli®i*BRAN’r, &c. Flis antique 
coins, medals, and other curiohties, alfo 
are well worth feeing. His library is very 
extenhve, and confidered of great value. 
He has likewife a beautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englifli talie. 

The Baron is almoft 80 years of age ; he 
was many years Civil Governor of this pro- 
vince, and fpeaks Englilh tolerably well. 

Tran- 
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’Transylvania is, generally fpeaking, 

R fine country, but capable of mucb im- 
provement. It produces great quantities 
of moft kinds of gfain, and flax of a wry 
good quality, which is manufadtured into 
linen. 

The nobility are for the moft part very 
proud, and keep their .peafantry in a ftate 
of flavcry; for out of fix days in the 
week the peafant is obliged to labour four 
for his mafier, having only the remaining 
two days for himfelf. 

This province pays to the Emperor in 
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu- 
ally, which is chiefly impofed upon the 
land, for what the citizens pay is very 
trifiihg'ifidieed'. '■ 

I bought at HeeRmanstadt a carriage 
of that kind called a calafh, being muck 
more commodious than the common poft- 
carts, aS in cafe of rain the paflengers can 
throw the calalh over them for fhelter. 

. 1 . They 
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They tun upon four wheels, and are very" 
eafy in their motion. 

Befide the letters to the General 
Commandant, I had others to Hadjee 
■****«>?*, a banker, who introduced 
me to two Greek merchants that were 
going to Vienna, and recommended me 
to take them in my^ carriage. As they 
were acquainted with the language, I 
agreed to it, and on the 18th September 
we fet out from Herrmanstadt. 

We travelled poll, and without any 
delay# hy. Jay and night, till we arrived 
_at;ri]^.i4ESWAR|?;'lheicapWl of Banate, 
where we were detained a few hours to 
have our paflports examined. This being 
a ftrong fortification, the officers were very 
particular in examining all flrangers, and 
I was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whom 1 converted in 
Latin. When informed that I was an 
Englifhman he ffiewed me much atten- 
tion. 

’ The' 
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The Banate is a very fine province, 
the greater part of it being level and well 
cultivated, except on that fide adjoining 
to Transylvania, which is mountainous 
and woody. 

Provifions of all kinds are good and 
cheap; and their wines are excellent, par- 
ticularly at a large town called Luoos. 

The two Greek merchants, my compa- 
nions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obfervcd them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poll mailers and pbllilions. 
When we Hopped at an inn too, they be- 
haved very lhabbily. I confidered myfeif 
difgraced by fuch conduct; but' when at 
lall they even attempted to impofe upon 
me, I thought it high time to break oft 
all connedlion with them, which I did 
immediately oh our arrival at Pest. 

This condudl in the Greek merchants 
confirmed the opinion I had always en- 
tertained of thofe people, who may 
be faid to be in a degraded Hate, and 
T whofe 
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whofe Sag is not refpe6ted by other na- 
tions-. It might be thought illiberal to 
enumerate the various nations and people 
wdiofc condud fhould be watched with a 
jealous eye; in Asia, however, I may 
mention the Armenian; in Europe, the 
Greeks and Jews. I have witneffed the 
low chicanery of tlie two former, and I 
believe we have here almoft dady proofs 
ofjhe latter. On the contrary, I have 
obferved, that whenever the flag of any 
nation is refpe<fi:ed, the people of that na- 
tion condudt themfelves in a manner that 
Tijrill at all times command refpedt. Thefe 
conflderations convince me, how much, 
every individual ought to confider himfelf 
interefted in fupporting the dignity of his 
national charadler. 

, Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
■ kingdom of Hunqary. ft is a large and 
papulous city, and has been much im- 
proved within the lafl: fix years, great 
part of th^ city having been entirely re- 
built. It is feated on the left banks of 
• the Da«ube. 

On 

i®; v; 


2 


On the oppofite fide of the river is the 
city of Of FEN, nearly as large as Pest, 
arid remarkable for its excellent wines, 
which are held in much efteem all over 
the Empire. 

Offen is fituated on the fide of a hiH 
facing the South, which is covered with 
vineyards for, about fix miles below the 
city. The wine is red and fomethirig like 
port, but has a ftrongcr body and is very 
rough. We have a profpeA of fome of 
this wine reaching England, as they are 
now cutting a canal from Vienna to 
Trieste. 

On the river Danube below Pest, are 
many floating corn-mills, which are ad- 
mirably adapted for the purpofe. The 
veffels on which the mills are built are al- 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the ftream; the .wheel is turned 
by the current; and I am of opinion, that 
, mills built on a fimilar conftrudtion might 

be made ferviceable on the river Thames, 
T 2 * without 
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without obftrudling the navigation ; for 
we have too many inftances of flour and 
bread advancing in price, on account of 
the mills in the neighbourhood not being 
able to raife a fufificient fupply, particiH 
larly in dry feafons. 

On the 25th September, at four in the 
afternoon, I,fet out from Pest, and ar- 
rived at Vienna at 12 o’clock at night. 
The road j was in general tolerably good, 
and I travelled about as quick as does 
the mail coach in England. 

At Vienna I remained nearly three 
weeks, being much fatigued with the 
journey ; and during my flay I received 
many civilities from Sir Morton Eden 
(now Lord Henley) the Britifli Minifter, 

On the 12th Odtober I left Vienna, 
Coming through Bohemia, and remain- 
ing two days at Prague to take a view of 
the city and its environs. 


Leaving 


TOWARDS ENGLAND. 

Leaving Prague I came on to Dres- 
den, the capital of Saxony, where I re- 
mained two days, and did not confider my 
time mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele- 
gance in this city and the neighbourhood, 
fiiperior to any thing that I have elfevvhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the largefi: and heft colledlion of paintings 
in Europe, and it had lately received 
confiderable additions ; for, on the French 
entering Italy, many of the beft pieces 
were conveyed to Dresden, as a place of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, I travelled 
through Leipsick, Halle, Halber- 
STADT, Brunswick-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburgh, which I reached on the 
evening of the 28th Odlober. 


THE END. 
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